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‘We are strict because we care and we know that by having non-negotiable 

standards that striving for excellence will become a habit for life’ 

 

It is an accepted truth that students like to have clarity, fairness and boundaries in their life both in 
school and out.  Without boundaries, they feel less safe and secure; without fairness they feel 
unmotivated and unappreciated and without clarity they don’t know how to do the right thing.  At 
The Abbey School, the entire school – every teacher, every classroom – has the same expectations 
and uses the same language to achieve utter clarity.  No student should ever find themselves in a 
situation where they do the wrong thing unknowingly. Every student everywhere will practise our 
routines every day. 
 
At The Abbey School we have very high expectations of our students all of the time, no matter what.  
A reason is not an excuse, not for anyone, as to make allowances is to let our community down and 
to expect less is not fair. 
 
The Abbey School is built upon respect.  Here, students and teachers are on the same team with your 
teachers leading you, as your captains, to success.  As in any team, students must do exactly what the 
team captain says in order to achieve the personal as well as academic ‘victory’ being pursued.  At 
The Abbey School we reward you for the right behaviour choices and there are consequences for the 
wrong choices.  We are strict because we really care, we want to help you become a stronger and 
more resilient person by the end of your time at school with us.  We teach you to break old habits 
and learn new, empowering habits that will make you successful in life.  
 
Every time a teacher uses a correction, they are reminding you of the positive behaviours we really 
want to see and of the behaviours we cannot allow you to hold on to. If we allow you to continue on 
the path where laziness, selfishness, rudeness, excuses, sulking and feeling sorry for yourself is 
acceptable, we are not helping you grow into responsible, kind and successful young adults. 
 
At The Abbey School we all work exceptionally hard to be kind to one another.  So, if somebody drops 
something, you help them pick it up.  If someone falls over, you check to see they are alright.  You 
don’t laugh at people, you help them.  If you hear or see anybody being unkind to another Abbey 
School student, you tell an adult immediately.  If you don’t tell someone who can help then the 
unkindness may continue or increase and that is not acceptable. 
 
This booklet is designed to explain some of the basic expectations and philosophy that exists to 
support good behaviour in our school community. It cannot cover every circumstance but reading 
this should give you a good understanding of the basics of how we do things and why we do them in 
the way that we do. It is not intended to replace the behaviour policy which is approved by governors 
but is complementary to it. 
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Showing Respect and Communicating Clearly 
 

At The Abbey School we show respect through the way we greet one another.  We use STEPS to show 

respect for all in our community.  

Sir or Miss, every time. We call this The Abbey full stop – it should end every sentence. 
Thank you, every time someone does something for us 
Excuse me, every time you need to enquire or get attention. Then we wait. 
Please, every time that you request something 
Smile, every time that you interact with someone else 
 
 

Sir or Miss 

Students always refer to teachers and staff as Sir or Miss, it is a sign of respect and is polite.  
When a teacher says hello to a student, the response should be “Hello Sir/Miss” or “Good Morning 
Sir/Miss” whilst smiling and looking at the person they are talking to.  We are professional and want 
our students’ future employers, colleges, or customers to be awestruck by their confidence and their 
polite manner. 
 
 

Thank you 

At the Abbey School we say “Thank you” to show appreciation of the things others do for us, both 
large and small.  Students should always display an ‘attitude of gratitude’ – even under challenging 
circumstances since this is what the workplace is like. Students are to be polite to all community 
members irrespective of their position or age.  
 
So, we hold doors open for others and let people pass in front of us – we never barge past, we always 
wait patiently.  We pick any piece of litter up that we pass on the school site without having to be 
asked to do so. Students queue up for lunch respectfully and without pushing, shoving or talking. In 
the morning and before class students will line-up efficiently in single file and have their eyes front, 
because we know that we cannot afford to waste any time during our school day.  
 
Teachers will model these behaviours to students and consistently correct students when they are 
not being followed, to reinforce that The Abbey School is built upon mutual respect and our success 
will come from working together as a team.  
 
 

Excuse me 

We never push past or interrupt people.  If we want to get past or to talk to somebody we say 
“Excuse me” politely and then wait – patiently if necessary.  Every member of The Abbey School 
community is polite and does not take others for granted. 
 
Students are especially polite and considerate in communal areas such as corridors, stairways and the 
canteen.  Students move safely and smoothly in single file, eyes front and silently.  We insist students 
are polite to their classmates, visitors and to all staff without exception. 
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Please 

Good manners cost nothing but do create a positive impression and atmosphere.  Staff and students 
at The Abbey School show an ‘attitude of gratitude’ every day and our polite behaviours and 
demeanour come naturally through repetition and practise. We always say Sir / Miss, Thank you, 
Excuse me, and Please. 
 
 

Smile 

An Abbey School student will always be polite and welcoming, greeting anybody in school with a 
smile.  Under normal circumstances1 we shake hands too because we are professional.  When Abbey 
School students go for interviews we want people to be immediately struck by their firm hand shake, 
good eye contact, smile and communication skills.  When being interviewed you stand in greeting 
and so in school, students should stand up when the Headteacher enters the room (unless he signals 
otherwise). 
 
 

SHAPE 

We use SHAPE to remind students about the need to develop and practise good communication 
skills: 
 
At The Abbey School we speak in full Sentences. 
Our Hands are away from our faces when we speak. 
We Articulate. We never mumble. 
We Project. We speak clearly and audibly to the whole class. 
We look at people, in the Eye to show confidence. 
 
 

Mobile Phones 

Increasingly, research is showing the negative impact the over-use of mobile phones has on students.  
At The Abbey School mobile phones are not permitted to be used on the site2. In effect that means 
that if we see students with a mobile at any point in the school day, even if it is lunch-time or turned-
off and sticking out of a pocket, it is confiscated and a same day after school detention will be 
served3. Mobile phones are also not permitted for use as learning aids in lessons such as a calculator, 
for research or to listen to music. Where this is attempted it will also be confiscated. The period of 
confiscation will typically depend on the seriousness of the offence and previous behaviour. It can 
range from one day in the first instance, to a whole term, following a pattern of poor behaviour. If a 
teacher asks a student to hand over their phone, the student must do so on first request as refusal 
will result immediately in a fixed term exclusion.  Similarly, headphones (including Bluetooth earbuds) 
should not be used. Where they are seen being used it is indicative that a mobile phone is also being 
used and both will be confiscated.  To be clear, staff will challenge students every time they see a 
student flouting this rule and will confiscate the item in question. 

                                                           
1 Hand shaking has temporarily been suspended as part of the school’s response to Covid-19. 
2 We usually define this as the point they cross the school zebra-crossing at the start of the day to the point they cross back-over on the way home. 
3 Schools have statutory power to confiscate ‘any item that they consider harmful or detrimental to school discipline’ under the Government’s 

‘Searching, Screening and Confiscation’ advice for schools (DfE, 2018). We may choose to confiscate an item for up to 1 term. 
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Should any student want to contact home they can go to reception and ask the staff there to make or 
receive a call in our designated area where they can be monitored. That way the school can be sure 
that the device is being used responsibly and fulfil its statutory safeguarding obligations.  
 
At the end of the school day students may use a phone once past the zebra crossing and by the 
parent pick-up area (next to the Sports Centre) to contact parents / carers if needed. In case of poor 
weather this can be done from the designated zone by reception. 
 
We strongly advise that students do no bring ‘smart phones’ into school and suggest that if 
absolutely necessary a cheap ‘brick’ phone is purchased for emergencies. This removes the 
temptation to abuse technology. 
 
 

Uniform and Equipment 
 

We want Abbey School students to have the best chance of achieving in life. We do not just want 
good exam grades but also to develop our young people to be responsible, well organised, polite and 
confident adults. They deserve this and this means having very high standards and sticking to them. 
We take pride in our school, this is reflected in the pride our students take in their appearance and 
how they approach their studies.  Our uniform is smart and by being consistently worn, promotes our 
school culture, encourages student self-regulation, reduces bullying, and creates the mind set of 
being ‘dressed for success'.  
 
Our uniform consists of: 

 An appropriate waterproof outdoor coat (from September 2022 this will need to be blue or 
black in colour) 

 School blazer with logo relevant to the year group (fitted option for girls)  

 Jumper which is navy V Neck for Year 7 and black with blue V Neck for Year 8-11  (optional)  

 Plain white shirt with collar  

 School tie, worn correctly with five stripes showing. Tie in House colours for Year 7s.   

 Plain black trousers (‘Putney’ style for boys, ‘GTN Trutex’ for girls) or plain black knee length 
‘Designer Full Pleat’ skirt (18”/20” length). Navy tartan pleat skirt for Year 7.  

 Standard 3cm plain black belt (if required).  

 Black socks or tights in lower school (upper school may also wear natural coloured tights). 

 Plain black leather shoes.  

 Black ‘Abbey’ branded school rucksack (for year 7, 8 and 9 students 2021-22) 

 Sturdy backpack for students in years 10-11 (own choice for 2021-22 only) 
 
Students are not allowed to wear: 

 Hooded tops (hoodies)  

 Baseball hats 

 Trousers with very tight-fitting legs, jeans, leggings, jeggings, jogging trousers or similar 

 Canvas or trainer style shoes, boots or sandals 
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Equipment required: 

 Backpack  

 Planner 

 Knowledge Organiser 

 Books and additional equipment (such as PE kit or ingredients for cooking) for the lessons that 
day 

 Pencil case with pens, pencils (including highlighters), glue stick, eraser, pencil sharpener, 
ruler, protractor, compasses and calculator  

 Fiction book 
 
Jewellery, make-up and hairstyles: 

 Students may wear a watch, one plain ring and a single stud earring (maximum diameter 
5mm) in each ear lobe. No other jewellery may be worn.  

 Hair colour and style must be appropriate for school (non natural colours such as green, red 
or blue are not acceptable nor are shaved lines). Extreme hair styles are not permitted. 

 Make-up is not recommended, however, if worn should be discreet and complement natural 
skin tones; nail varnish should be natural tones only, no nail extensions, fake tan or false 
eyelashes are permitted.  
 

No student will be permitted to attend normal lessons unless they are dressed, equipped and ready 
to learn. This is the students’ responsibility. If a student arrives in incorrect uniform (without written 
medical exemption from their GP or consultant) or has forgotten a key item we will (on isolated 
occasions) allow students to borrow the item from the school supply where this exists.  Pupils may, in 
consultation with parents / carers, be sent home to change or to collect forgotten items.  When this 
happens, students will spend their time in reflection or pastoral support whilst communications are 
made so the situation can be rectified. A 30 minute same day detention is set for students who 
breach these rules.  
 

Coats 

Our uniform policy states that students should wear a plain, outdoor waterproof coat to school if 
necessary and from September 2022 it is expected this will be a dark coloured coat (preferably dark 
blue or black). Bright coloured jackets and extreme fashion styles such as many types of ski jackets, 
puffer jackets and bomber jackets are not permitted. Coats should not be worn inside buildings and 
should never be worn with the hood up unless it is raining outside. Coats should not be worn instead 
of a blazer. 
 
PE Kit 

Every student is expected to bring the correct sports kit and get changed for PE even if they cannot 
participate fully in the practical lesson due to illness or injury.  Jewellery cannot be worn during PE 
due to the health and safety risk this poses.   
 
Our PE uniform consists of:  

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme polo shirt with school logo 

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme tracksuit bottoms with school logo 

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme tracksuit jacket with school logo 

 Blue games shorts (no logo) 
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 Blue games socks (no logo) 

 White sports socks (any brand) 

 Astroturf trainers (any brand) 
 
Optional items available include: 

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme rain jacket with school logo 

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme training t-shirt with school logo 

 Blue Mitre Prostar/Kelme sweatshirt with school logo 

 Football boots (any brand) 

 Leggings with school logo (optional for girls) 

 Technical Trouser with school logo (optional for boys) 

 Skort (no logo)  
 

If a student arrives for their PE lesson in incorrect uniform or without their kit, they will spend their 
lesson in reflection and also sit a 30 minute same day detention.  
 
Key Points about Uniform 

 All items of uniform should be clearly named / labelled. 

 Uniform can be purchased from the suppliers named on our website. 

 Blazers should be worn in lessons and in transit around the school site unless otherwise 
stated. 

 If unsure about whether an item, hairstyle, make-up etc. is acceptable, we advise not to wear 
it since if you are worried then it is likely that it is not going to be permitted. Final decisions on 
what is acceptable and inappropriate are made by the Headteacher. 

 Not wearing uniform correctly can result in a ‘correction’ by a member of staff. Where 
multiple corrections are received in a day this may result in a more serious sanction such as a 
detention. We expect all our community to take pride in the way that they dress. 

 

Classroom Routines and Behaviours for Learning 
 
All classrooms are set out in rows because we know this ensures every student can see the board and 
give their full attention to the teacher and their learning.   
 
At the Abbey School we expect STAR behaviours from all students in every lesson.  These are key 

habits that help students succeed in school and life.  When students are demonstrating STAR 

behaviours, they are learning more, remembering more, developing self-control and demonstrating 

respect. So in every lesson students must be Sat up properly and paying attention through Tracking 

the teacher or text. They must Always answer with ‘hands up’ and must show Respect through 

silence. 

STAR 

Sit up straight and listen (pens down and arms folded) 
Track the speaker or text 
Answer with hands straight up 
Respect through silence 
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Staff use common language when counting down, “I expect STAR behaviours from everyone in 3,2,1 
…STAR.” 
 

Sit up straight and listen 

At The Abbey School we never slouch, we sit up straight at all times.  Your teacher will have a seating 
plan and you sit in the seat you have been allocated.  When you are not writing or reading you will sit 
up, eyes front, looking at the teacher and following instructions first time, every time.  The same rules 
apply to everyone so they are fair – no exceptions. 
 

Track the speaker or text 

This means you keep your eyes on the teacher whenever he or she is talking or follow the text / work 
being shown.  You do not turn around, look out of the window or talk to your neighbour.  Simply put, 
you don’t lose focus and you do concentrate on what your teacher is saying at all times. You will 
practise the work set in silence and make a deliberate effort to understand and remember the 
information and processes you have been taught.   
 

Answer with hands straight up 

When asking or answering questions, you always put your hands straight up in the air and wait for 
the teacher.  Calling out is never permitted even if you have your hand up.  This shows respect for all 
of those in the class and also means no one person should monopolise class responses.  When you 
ask or answer questions, speak clearly and confidently so you can be heard anywhere in the room.  
Your teachers will have planned key questions carefully and will use targeted questions, to invite 
specific individuals in the class to respond or hands up questions, where you can offer a response 
through raising your hand and waiting.  
 

Respect through silence 

In every lesson there should be 20-30 minutes of silent work. We use silence to be clear that this is 

the time for you to work independently and not for talking to others. This gives you time to practise 

and consolidate the learning for the lesson. This time also gives your teacher the opportunity to 

support individuals, give verbal feedback or assess work.  Working in silence is a key part in showing 

courtesy and respect for your teacher but also fellow students in the classroom. 

Narrations 

All staff at The Abbey School use the language of correction rather than warnings.  We use 
corrections when you make the wrong choice so you understand what it is that you are not getting 
right.  All teachers will narrate the reason for the correction clearly, without raising their voice – 
there is no shouting in lessons at The Abbey School.  The term narrations refers to how we award 
corrections as well as how we award house points for positive behaviours.  
 
Every narration has three parts: (i) informing the student that they have received a sanction or house 
points; (ii) describing what they did to deserve that and; (iii) explaining the impact of their behaviour. 
 
 ‘John, I am correcting you because you are swinging on your chair and not tracking the teacher. We 
don’t do that because it distracts others and affects the learning of yourself and other class 
members.’ The teacher then writes John’s name on the board. 
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‘John, you are calling out without putting your hand up. That is your second correction. We do not do 
that because you are not showing STAR behaviours; it is not fair on everybody else that wants to 
participate.’ The teacher then puts a second tally mark against John’s name on the board. 
 
‘John, I am giving you your third correction because we are in silent working time now and you are 
talking. Your behaviour means that others have been distracted from their independent learning.’ 
The teacher then asks John to come to the front of the classroom where he will receive a slip of paper 
with the three corrections to take to the reflection room.  
 
There is total consistency when applying these rules during lessons because we want to be 
completely fair and make sure you have the highest standard of working environment. 

 
 

The beginning and ending of lessons 

In order to make sure that students can get on with their work straight away, so no time is wasted, 
the teacher will have laid out each set of books at the end of each row prior to the arrival of the class.  
Our teachers are always waiting in the doorway ready for students to arrive, this means that they can 
welcome students and monitor corridor behaviour. Uniform is checked carefully by teachers on 
entries and exits.   
 
Entry and exit procedures are completed in silence using the procedure and instructions of Entry 
1…2…3. 
 
Entry 1 is the command for you to line up in silence outside the classroom in a well-ordered manner. 
Where practical you should have your coats and bags off to speed up Entry 2. Students should not 
have their coats on inside. 
 
Entry 2 is the command that signals you should enter the classroom in silence, one by one, and go 
and stand behind your allocated seat. You should put your coat over the back of your chair. Note that 
you should always sit in the same seat. The teacher will remain in the doorway for Entry 2.  Year 7, 8 
and 9 will, at this point, repeat the Abbey School Learning Pledge.   
 
This pledge is a vital part of being a student at our school. We have always believed that students 
should have a rounded experience, built on achieving the best possible academic outcomes and 
engaging with as diverse and broad an experience as possible. To fulfil this ethos, raise expectations 
around the importance of engagement from everyone, and to celebrate success, we have an Abbey 
School Learning Pledge.  
 
Entry 3 is the signal for you to sit down and unpack your books, stationery, planner and knowledge 
organiser ready for the lesson. The teacher can count down from 10 to signal the amount of time you 
have to complete this and put bags away. Students will pass the books smoothly along the rows and 
will be ready to begin their lesson. 
 
Entry 1, 2, 3 is completed in 4 minutes and so any student arriving at their class beyond that point 
with no justifiable reason will be sent to reflection and will receive a 30 minute same day detention. 
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Independent purposeful work 

There should be 20-30 minutes of silent work in every lesson. During this time you are working 
independently. This gives time to practise or consolidate learning whilst your teacher supports and 
stretches individuals, gives verbal feedback or assesses work. Homework should be written into 
planners during this learning slot. 
 
Exit procedures work in reverse and are conducted in silence. We do not teach to the very last 
second and pack away in a rushed manner, instead teachers plan their time carefully to include 
completion of the lesson and preparing for the next in an efficient, orderly manner.  
 
Exit 1 is when books are passed along the rows into a neat pile sat the end and you pack away your 
personal materials.  
 
Exit 2 is when you stand behind their desk in silence ready to be dismissed.  
 
Exit 3 sees students released from the lesson row by row.  You naturally will leave in silence and 
uniform is checked on exit. 
 
 

Around the School 
 

Moving around the school 

Students should always arrive at their lessons promptly, quietly and in a well-ordered manner. The 
same is true when they leave. Corridors should be silent. You walk in single file on the left-hand side 
of the corridor, looking forwards and in silence. Students failing to do so can be corrected, and for 
boisterous behaviour sent to reflection. Poor behaviour when moving between lessons prevents 
learning, slows the start of teaching, and intimidates others.  Remember, there is plenty of time 
before school, during lunch break and after school to chat with your friends. 

 

Line-Up 

Line-up is a regular part of our school-day. Students line-up in their fire-practice lines and form tutors 
check that they have arrived on-time, wearing the correct uniform and with all the right equipment. 
Where students arrive late to line-up it will result in a detention. If they arrive with the incorrect 
equipment or uniform, we will (in isolated instances) try to correct this by allowing them to borrow 
from any school supply (see uniform and equipment section). Where there is no supply or where 
students have not brought correct equipment on multiple occasions, they will not be permitted to 
attend regular lessons. If a student walks off the site after being challenged on their punctuality, 
uniform, behaviour or equipment, it will be registered as an unauthorised absence. 

 
Showing Respect 

We show respect by standing for the Headteacher when he enters, being silent when spoken to and 
being polite. We stand in assemblies until given permission by staff to sit down. 
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Unstructured Times (Lunch-Time) 

Students will behave in an appropriate way that is representative of the school. This means that 

during periods of recreation they will play games in a sportsman-like way. They will support younger 

students where needed and will not hang around on the periphery of the school site in large groups. 

We encourage students to take part in clubs and activities organised by the school or establish their 

own with teacher support.  

We have a ‘rule of six’ which means that groups of students (particularly where there are more than 

six) hanging around the extremities of the site, or outside the visibility of a senior staff member, will 

likely be challenged. Where there is any suspicion of inappropriate behaviour students will be 

searched for contraband and sanctioned every time. We take behaviours such as smoking or 

attempting to leave the school site very seriously. 

Students are not permitted to eat outside under any circumstances and should only do so in the 

canteen. This is to reduce litter which has been a significant problem around our site for many years. 

Students are, however, be permitted to drink out of a reusable container. We value our sports field, 

cricket square and athletics areas and should not need to have these cleaned before every lesson. 

Students, of all ages, may be expected on a rota basis to support litter picking around our school. This 

is to encourage community mindedness and make caring for our site a collective responsibility. 

 

Family Lunch 

We run a family dining experience to The Abbey School. This means that students sit down together 

at a table and eat in a structured dining environment. Students take shared responsibility for their 

table and cleaning-up after themselves. 

We believe in Family Lunch because we want students to eat healthily and we want to incentivise 

students eating a nutritionally balanced school meal from a broad range of options. We know that 

adolescent obesity is a very serious national issue. The UK performs badly compared to nearly all of 

our European neighbours. In fact, at least one third of adults in our country are overweight and this is 

a contributing factor in many chronic and terminal conditions in later life costing our NHS billions of 

pounds a year. Obesity is the second biggest cause of cancer and the biggest cause of Type 2 

diabetes. It is also entirely preventable. In 2018 the NHS Chief, Simon Stevens, described obesity as 

‘the new smoking’.  

The Abbey School therefore has a social responsibility to promote healthy dining habits and for 

students to explore a range of foods including those with which they might not be familiar. At the 

same time, we will gradually increase the disincentive to eat unhealthily. We do not believe that 

simply encouraging the community to eat healthily will solve the issue since this has been the 

unsuccessful national strategy over the last two decades. 

Students have a one hour lunch break, with each year group having an allocated slot in the canteen, 

to support the family dining experience. Eating a school lunch option is not at this stage expected we 

will continue over the next few years to incrementally raise our expectations around family dining. 

This will include unhealthy foods being gradually phased out of students’ lunch boxes with the 

support of parents and items such as crisps, chocolate and biscuits, over time, being banned.  
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Rewards and Sanctions 
 
Students will receive house points, certificates and awards for good behaviour, they receive golden 
tickets for working well and for achievements both in lessons and in the wider school community.  
When students reach milestones in the number of house points awarded, this will be celebrated with 
the wider student body and senior staff, as well as being recorded on the student’s achievement 
profile. 
 
Students who do not follow the rules will receive corrections, detentions and may be placed in 
reflection.  This means they will work in a supervised area away from their classmates.  For serious 
breaches of the school rules, students may serve an internal exclusion or they may be excluded from 
school for a fixed period of time.  Of course, students can avoid these sanctions by arriving on time to 
school and lessons, wearing the correct uniform, having the expected equipment, and by following 
our rules and working to the best of their ability.   

 

Outside School 
 

When you are outside school, you continue to represent our school as community members. Whilst 
travelling to and from school, when in uniform or at events, you should think about how your actions 
reflect on you and the school. Behaviours that are not in line with our values and beliefs are almost 
certainly going to result in a sanction for bringing the school into disrepute.  
 
 

After school 

You are in our uniform, you represent our school.  If you are involved in any disrespectful, dangerous 
or impolite behaviours outside of school we will punish those students concerned. We continue to 
use thank you, please and excuse me – being especially polite and considerate to members of the 
public, bus drivers and shop keepers.   
 
On finishing school you should, in most circumstances, go straight home and get changed.  It is 
sensible to hang all of your uniform up so you are ready for the next day.  Remember, if you leave 
behind or forget items of uniform or equipment you will be placed in reflection. 
  
 

At home 

Homework must be a priority.  When you do your homework find a quiet place to work, away from 
distractions.  If this is difficult you should stay behind after school and complete your homework in 
the LRC.  Once you have finished your homework, you should pack all of your equipment, homework 
and books needed for the next day into your bag and place this next to your uniform and shoes ready 
for the morning. 
 
It is important to get a good night’s sleep so you are rested ready for the new school day.  You will 
need around 8 - 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep every night so it is sensible to keep phones, tablets 
and computers away from your bed so you are not tempted to look at them during the night.  If you 
sleep well you will be able to learn more effectively and remember more than if you don’t. 
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Using the internet and social media 

You should take notice of the recommended age guidelines for use of social media sites and apps - 
they are there to keep you safe.  The key point about using these sites is to never be nasty about your 
peers or other people.  You should be polite and kind online just as you are when in school.  If you 
bully, are rude or disrespectful online it will be treated as seriously as if it had taken place in person in 
school as such behaviours are never acceptable. 
 
Be sensible about the amount of time you spend online, there is so much else to do and enjoy 
beyond your computer and mobile phone. 
 
 

Attendance 
 

For you to gain the greatest benefit from your education, full attendance is essential. Did you realise 
that even the odd day off here and there can have a significant impact on your learning? 
 

FULL ATTENDANCE 10 days 
absence 19 days 

Absence 
 
 

 
 

29 days 
absence 

Half a 
term missed 

 

 
 
 
 

38 days 
absence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

47 days 
absence 

 

190 
Days at School 

 
This is what we 
expect from all 

students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

180 
Days at School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

171 
Days at School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

161 
Days at School 

 
 
 
 

152 
Days at School 

 
 

143 
Days at School 

100% 
Excellent 

95% 90% 85% 80% 75% 

Good Worrying Serious 

Gives the best 
chance of success 

Students have 
less chance of success 

It is unlikely you will succeed 
COURT ACTION 

 
It may be useful to think about the following when deciding whether you are too ill for school: 

 Are you too ill to take part in the activities of the school day? 

 Do you have a more serious condition that could be passed on to others?  Students can 
normally attend if they have a common cold. 

 Would your parent/carer take a day off work if they had the illness themselves? 
 
Where a student becomes genuinely unwell whilst at school, parents / carers will be contacted and 
further arrangements agreed accordingly.  
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