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During the first lockdown in the Spring and Summer of 2020 , teachers were busy sending home lots of 

positive praise and e-postcards which we hope were a real boost to students.  We also wanted to cele-

brate more widely the achievements and 'best work' of our students whilst they were working from 

home.  The articles contained in this ‘celebration/commemoration’ newsletter are just a small example 

of the incredible work that has been achieved by our hard-working students over those last few months. 

Keeping a distance from others and mainly staying at home has been quite demanding. Some 

people have felt lonely, while others found it challenging to stay in close quarters with their fami-

ly over time. Life can be stressful for those working from home and not seeing their friends, ex-

tended family, and even their teachers!  

 

We may have grown accustomed to hearing this, but the following      

advice is still very valid:  

 

 Wash your hands often and thoroughly 

 Keep a distance from others—2 metres wherever possible 

 Stay at home if you are ill 

 Follow the recommendations from the health authorities  

Thank you to staff who attended school for our key worker children and vulnerable students. 

Thank you to the premises team for coming in every day and keeping the site safe and clean 
and for getting it Covid-prepared ready for our return.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ….and of course, not forgetting… 

 



An incredible “lockdown snake” created by hun-
dreds of villagers has been turned into a permanent 
memorial.  At the start of the pandemic when gov-
ernment restrictions confined people to their 
homes, mum Aimee Skinner and daughter Hannah 
Crawley decided to start assembling the installation 
in Boughton-under-Blean, between Faversham and 
Canterbury. 

   

 

Hannah, 14, decorated a pebble to look like a snake’s head, which she placed on the pavement in 

Colonel’s Lane, along with a few other painted stones and a sign inviting other residents to join in.  

The snake now lies coiled on a bed of white gravel on the corner of Field End Place and Colonel’s Lane, where it 

will stand as a lasting reminder of the lockdown.  

The project soon captured the imagination of villagers of all ages, who added to the snake during their 
daily walks. 

It quickly grew, amassing about 700 stones - each decorated with colourful pictures and messages of 
support and solidarity. 
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Our Year 10 Media 
students have 
been practicing 
their photo-editing 
skills on a free 
website called 
Photopea. These 
are two examples 
of the incredible 
work produced. 
Brilliant stuff from 
Finn and Kaan.  
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Lauren Y7 



Exemplary 

work from 

Zane W Year 7 



Some beautifully presented work from our 
Textiles students. Great ideas for sports 
wear designs from Mischa.  

Christopher Stewart 9C/Eg1  

Smart textiles links 
“computer 

technology and 
electrical 

interactivity with 
textiles” (Hibbert, 

2004, p.99)

Materials that can 
work with the 

body responding to 
heat and touch. 

That react to 
different 

conditions. 

That interact with 
chemicals or 

electrical sources. 

T-shirt is made from 
organic material that 
reacts to sweat and 
heat. 

Sensors in the 

material that can 

detect change in 

heart rate. The 

material glows red 

if you are over 

doing and need to 

rest. 

T-shirt 

lights up 

when 

running in 

the dark. 

Leggings which 

react to different 

weather 

conditions. Can 

warm you up or 

cool you down. 

Stretchy 

fabric 

for 

comfort

Training shoes 

made from 

recycled 

polyester 

(plastic bottles) 

A fantastic power point presentation 

from  Emily Forwood  



The ICT Department 
have been celebrating 
the achievements of 

our 'Know It All     
Ninjas'    

#Superstars  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Superstars?src=hashtag_click




Lauren in Year 8, came to Ms Jones with a poem that she had written, and what an absolutely beautiful poem she 
has crafted.  Ms Jones encouraged Lauren to enter her work into a poetry competition and we are really pleased 
to share with you that Lauren has received a letter informing her that her poem has been chosen to go into a 
book, with the overall winner due to be announced at the end of term.  

This powerful poem was submitted as a homework project for 
KS4 set for the Easter holiday.  Students were asked to try and 
make sense of what was going on by writing a poem or song. 
Here is Oliver Monks’ fantastic poem. 

Whimsical Wildlife 

 

Wildlife is a rapid river rushing through 

the core of earth, 

Swashing at the banks like a volcano      

erupting, 

We have known them since the dawn 

of time, 

Now we destroy them by our concrete       

jungles, 

Many had warned us; we chose not to 

listen. 

Rainforests struggle under the man’s 

saw, 

Ice caps mingle into the warming sea, 

And raging wild fires sweep the country 

of Australia, 

Animal extinction takes the world by 

storm, 

And the weather is torturous for plants to 

grow. 

 

By Lauren Clinch, Year 8. 

Powerless 

By Tristan Smith (Year 9) 
  

Waiting, waiting every day. 

When will we realise we have no say, 

The world will go on any way 

and we all will always have to pay. 
  

Illusions of control  

Dominance and power, 

Waiting every day 

 our feelings are sour. 
  

We listen to those in power 

but what can they do to change the force of day? 

To fight and defeat the one and single way 

of our world, we have no control, no dominance or 

power. 

If only the world was made of simplicity and      

flowers… 
  

Look at us now, 

We live in a fake world, 

Nothing is real 

A reality we’ve built  

Full of laws and levels of authority 

We give ourselves the non-existent control  

And separate ourselves from reality  
  

We have no true power 

No control  

We can’t harness the weather, 

The seas 

Or  disease. 
  

Yet we believe we are safe and above everything 

else 

in our so-called society hidden from real world, 

i.e. worry not about getting on and surviving; 

living happily or thriving  

But about control dominance and power 
  

Look at us now,  

Scared 

Lost  

Confused  

And deprived of our so called control. 
  

Waiting, waiting every day. 

We are told again and again to stay, 

Thrown off our course and sent a stray  

Into another endless day. 



Y9 were asked to complete a writing task on the topic of produc-
ing an internet blog based on what they like to do in their spare 
time. Holly's standard of work is so high!!! This is amazing. Well 
done! In the higher paper this would have got you a grade 7!  

A fabulous writing task from Phoebe 

Brown, year 9. 



Some incredibly inventive works of art were produced over the half-term in response to our 'Re-create a Masterpiece'   
competition. Congratulations to Year 7 students, Evan, Beau and Grace who were awarded 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Hopefully 
these will make you smile.....  

Special mention also to our Year 7 runners-up in our 'Recreate a Masterpiece' competition - well done 
to Eira, Jack, Erin and Alfie.  



Year 8 students, James and Mischa, and Oliver, 
year 9, submitted these excellent recreations of 
masterpieces from the art world.  

And not forgetting our teacher entries: 
awesome efforts from Mr Storey, Mrs 
Robson, Miss Jones and Mrs Hobbs  

#RecreateAMasterpiece  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/RecreateAMasterpiece?src=hashtag_click


 

There has been some fantastic work going on at 
home which we are delighted to share with you.  
We are recognising the achievements of our 
young artists - here's an amazing selection of 
sculptures, land art, abstracts and still life by our 
talented Year 7 and 8 students. We are so proud 
of the efforts that were made from home during 
these challenging times. Well done to all. 



Along with our Virtual Sports Week, our PE depart-

ment came up with some virtual PE challenges to raise 

student engagement. Students have completed a 1 

minute press up, 1 minute sit up and 1 minute burpee 

challenge.  

The students submitted entries via email with videos 

or pictures of them participating in the challenge and 

house points have been awarded for all entries and 

more HPs for the overall winners 

We believe that these challenges that Mr Crittenden 

and Miss Harris set helped to make a positive contri-

bution towards supporting our students’ mental and 

physical well being during this very difficult period.  

Ed, Year 10 - The Charge of the six nations (that did not go ahead as it was cancelled due to Covid-19) 

Half the league, half the league, 

 Half the league playing, 

All in the valley of Twickenham   

Rode not the six nations. 

“Forward, the light Brigade! 

Charge for the win!” he said. 

Into the valley of Twickenham 

Rode not the six nations.  

 

“Forward, the light brigade!” 

Was there a man dismayed? 

Not though the players knew  

The coaches had blundered. 

Theirs not to make reply, 

Theirs not to reason why, 

Theirs but to do or be subbed 

Into the valley of Twickenham  

Rode not the six nations. 

Opposition to the left of them, 

Opposition to the right of them, 

Opposition in front of them 

Volleyed and thundered; 

Stormed the crowd at shot and try, 

Boldly they rode and well, 

Into the jaws of scrum  

Rode not the six nations. 

 

Flashed all their kit was clean, 

Flashed as they turned in air 

Sebring the defenders there, 

Charging an army, while 

All the world wondered. 

Plunged in the battery-smoke  

England and Scotland 

Reeled from the referees whistled 

Shattered and sundered. 

Then they rode back, but not 

Not the six nations. 

Opposition to the left of them, 

Opposition to the right of them, 

Opposition in front of them 

Volleyed and thundered; 

Stormed at with shot and try, 

While scrum halves and heroes fell. 

They how had tried so hard 

Came through the jaws of Twickenham, 

Back from the mouth of hell, 

All that was left of them, 

Left of the six nations. 

 

When can their glory fade? 

O the wild charge they made! 

All the world wondered. 

Honour the charge they made! 

Honour the light brigade 

Noble six nations!  



Emily created a fabulous 
mood board using the most 
gorgeous colours and textures 
from nature which inspired 
her to produce this original 
costume.  

A wonderful piece of work.  

For her Performing Arts 
assignment, Lilah has been 
inspired by an 'Under the 
Sea' theme and has used 
some stunning colours and 
textures to produce this 
wonderful costume. Great 
work Lilah!  

We are delighted to share 
some of these Year 7 and 
year 8 Performing Arts   
assignments - their brief 
was to use mood boards to 
design and create costumes. 

This is an awesome piece 
of homework submitted 
by Year 8 student, Justin.  

#NHSheroes   

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/NHSheroes?src=hashtag_click


Some amazing food and recipes have been invented, prepared, 

cooked and dished up over the lockdown period and many of our 

lucky parents have had the opportunity to enjoy these culinary 

delights!  

Y9 Tristan Smith - Spinach, black eyed beans and potato stew 

Lola Norris, Y9, highlighted the nutritional values—protein from the burger, carbohydrates from the bun, there is some 

calcium from the cheese and a little bit of vegetables from the tomato. The eggs in the brownies and burger are free range 

and local and the beef from the burgers was free range and from Ireland.  The skills I used in the brownies were melting of 

the butter, combining when I mixed everything together and for the burgers I used frying of the onions, a kneading like mix-

ing method when I mixed the beef mince with the other ingredients, grilling when I cooked the burgers, slicing when I cut 

the onions.  

When I was cooking I managed to know where everything was and stay efficient, I stayed tidy and washed up and cleaned as 

I went along meaning I had less to do at the end. When my family ate the food there were no negative comments, they said 

that it was very nice and a nice to have something a bit different to what we normally have during the week. The only thing 

they said was the brownies were very sweet because there was so much sugar added so if I were to make it again I would 

add less sugar. I would also adding some more flavouring/seasoning to the burgers as I thought they tasted a bit bland 

 

Aalyiah Smith with a  

delicious casserole 

  

Phoebe Layzell—tasty pies, curry and rice, and colourful cupcakes 

Freya’s cupcakes  

Frazer’s amazing Bolognese 

Frazer’s tasty 

fajitas! 

Megan Jones 

Taylor’s Easter Cake 



Hew B, Year 9, amazed us all with his incredible creations.  

Fathers’ Day Lunch—lucky Dad! 



Oliver Monks 

Oliver Tooth 

Phoebe Cox 



Our magnificent cooks and chefs not only worked 

extremely hard on their practical and creative work, 

but also produced the goods for coursework, 

homework and assignments:  

Taylor also managed to get 

lots of constructive feed-

back! 



Deon, Y7, has really found an enthusiasm for Food Prep and cooking in general. These are 

just a few of the recipes he has created during lockdown for his family: * Oreo Cheese-

cake * Scrambled Egg * Frittata * Victoria Sponge. 

 

In the middle of Lockdown, Deon was voted our 'KS3 Lockdown Chef Superstar'!  

Year 9, MB’s designs in Engineering: 

MB’s Marble Runs:  

Cameron B designed and produced his own furniture!  



Inspired by VE Day, Mr Storey has been researching the names on our memorial plaque in the school hall for the boys from 
Ethelbert Road school who fought in the war. Ethelbert later merged with Lady Capel Girls to become The Abbey School. This 
makes fascinating reading:  

Oliver Monks’ VE day cupcakes 



Y10 student, Finn, got a new telescope during lockdown and has 
taken a really keen interest in space. He has taken these incredi-
ble pictures of the moon. We think they are amazing!  

We're incredibly proud of Harry, Year 9, who has been awarded 
The Swale Volunteer of The Year for Contribution to Young People. 
This is a fantastic achievement which we will also look forward to 
recognising when we hold our next PE Department Sports Awards  



To All in Year 11 
 
The last week of June would have marked the end of what should have been your exam season; the culmina-
tion of your success and the chance to taste the freedom that lies ahead. We did not get an opportunity to say 
goodbye properly, or for you to enjoy a leavers' assembly, that should be a rite of passage, with so many mes-
sages of luck and best wishes from staff.  
 
So we have done this remotely to give you some semblance of best wishes and a chance to remember your 
time at The Abbey School. You will find two videos on your homepage on the VLE. One is a message from 
staff to wish you well, the other, a collage of your journey through the school. Enjoy! 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to be your Head of Year this year. Goodbye and good luck. 
 
Mrs Cooper. 



We are delighted to report that the construction team from T&B Contractors have been 

back on site continuing the progress of our extension to B block. The new road is in place 

and safety fences erected, all following strict health and safety guidelines.  Many thanks to 

the team from @T_BContractors  



As children gradually return to school life, and some may still be dealing with challenges at home, Kent 

Child Health (https://ecs.page.link/zcwGy) and The Children’s and Young People's Counselling Service 
can support any young person struggling with their mental health.  

For Year 6 parents and their children - Mentally Healthy Schools (http://mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk) has a number 
of resources for students, parents and teachers in primary schools. Some of these may be of use to families of stu-

In preparation for students returning to school in 
September, we made several changes to the school 
site including installation of external sinks, social dis-
tance corridor markers and new desk arrangements 
in classrooms.  

It’s too early to say what the full impact of coronavirus will be on children and young people’s men-
tal health, but the signs are that it will be significant. Anna Freud want to support children and 
young people and their families and to work together to minimise this impact. That’s why they are 
sharing information and advice. 

https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/get-involved/young-champions/  

https://t.co/QomnkyawnR?amp=1
https://t.co/cnIlAU7Wt4?amp=1
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/get-involved/young-champions/


In November, Mr Storey kindly produced a wonderful online ‘virtual’ assembly so that we could commemorate  

Remembrance Day as usual.   



CELEBRATING 37 YEARS WITH MR DICKENS! 

On Friday, our last day of term, our wonderful Head of School, Kevin Dickens, 

retired from teaching at The Abbey School after 37 years!  

We were lucky to be able to have an opportunity for a socially-distanced picnic 

on the school field where we presented him with gifts to mark his retirement. 

One of these fabulous gifts was a lovely Barn Owl carved with a chainsaw by an 

ex-student, from many years ago, Sally Wibrew, who Kevin actually taught!  

We were also delighted to present Kevin with The 2020 Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the Pearson National Teaching Awards, which was accompanied by a 

handwritten letter of congratulations from author and president, Michael 

Morpurgo. Kevin said, "We don't go about our jobs to win awards, but it was 

really nice to see my contribution to The Abbey recognised in such a way".  

Luckily for us, he is staying here at The Abbey School for a while longer and will 

be returning in September as our Director of Resources. 

 


