
 

Subject: 
 

Criminology Applied Level 3 Diploma 

Head of Department: 
 

Mrs Fletcher  
rfletcher@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Resources:  
A useful textbook for Year 1 of the 
course is: 
Napier Press: Criminology Book 1 
 
 
 
 
This link gives a list of podcasts on Criminology: 
https://player.fm/podcasts/Criminology 
 
You can also look at newspapers, books, TV documentaries, 
TV programmes and films about crime. A list of suggestions 
is below: 
 
Reading List: 
Folk Devils and Moral Panics – Stanley Cohen 
The Secret Barrister 
Fake Law- The truth about Justice in an age of lies 
In your Defence: Stories of Life and Law 
 
Watch List:   
There are a wide range of Netflix documentaries on crime, 
such as the Amanda Knox documentary, there are also 
dramas such as Safe about a gated community 
 
Other films/programmes  to watch include: 
Freedom Writers 
Line of Duty 
Vera 
24 Hours in Police Custody 
 
Other useful websites: 
https://www.police.uk/ 
www.gov.uk 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news 
https://www.kentonline.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://player.fm/podcasts/Criminology
https://www.police.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/


Transition Tasks: 
1. What is Criminology?  A branch 

of Sociology that studies the 
cause and effects of crime on 
society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Who controls crime? 
Throughout the course we focus on 
the Criminal Justice system, from 
making laws, catching the criminals 
and discussing how they are 
punished 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What makes a criminal? 
What makes someone become a 
criminal? Is it how they are treated 
as they grow up? Is it in their genes 
or is it because society forces them 
into behaving in the way they do? 
This is the theoretical aspect of the 
course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How can crime be prevented?  

We have looked at what 
crime is, who controls it and 
what makes a criminal, now 
we can discuss what can 
prevent it. 

 

 
What is Criminology?   
Look up the definitions of the following crimes:  white 
collar crime, hate crime, state crime, honour crime, 
technological crime and moral crime for each crime 
provide: 

 A definition of the crime 

 The type of offender 

 The type of victim 

 How aware the public are the crime is 
happening. 

 
 
Who controls crime? 

 

 Look at the role of the Police in the UK, this can include 
their working practices, code of ethics, success rate and 
the different branches of police e.g. dog handlers. 
Complete a 1-2 side fact file about the police including 
any case studies.  https://www.police.uk/ 

 Look at the role of the Criminal Justice System as a 
whole, what they do, how they seek to control crime, 
consequences of criminal behaviour etc. Write up your 
findings: https://www.cps.gov.uk/criminal-justice-
system 

 
 
 
What makes a criminal? 
Create a Mind-Map which answers the question, ‘What 
makes someone a criminal?’ – fill the sheet with your own 
ideas of what makes someone a criminal.  

 
Consider the answer to questions such as: 

 Are you born a criminal?  

 Does your upbringing influence your criminality?  

 Does society create its own criminals? 

 What is the difference between criminal and deviant 
behaviour? 

 Are people only called criminal because society says 
they are? 
 

 
How can crime be prevented? 
The Criminal Courts in the UK decide on the consequences 
for those who are considered suspects. 
 

 Find out at least 10 differences between a 
Magistrates Court and a Crown Court. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-
courts-and-tribunals-service 

https://www.police.uk/
https://www.cps.gov.uk/criminal-justice-system
https://www.cps.gov.uk/criminal-justice-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-courts-and-tribunals-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-courts-and-tribunals-service


 Read about the Prison and Probation Service in the 
UK 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/her-
majestys-prison-and-probation-service 

 Answer the following question:  
 

How effective are prisons at punishing criminals? 
 

When answering this consider: 

 Is there an alternative punishment? 

 Do reoffending rates suggest prisons work? 

 Does it change criminal behaviour? 

 Are they run effectively? E.g. with enough 
money/trained staff and resources. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/her-majestys-prison-and-probation-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/her-majestys-prison-and-probation-service

