
 

Be the best you can be 

International Dimension 

The Abbey School 
 

A Business and Enterprise Academy 



An introduction to the international work of 

The Abbey School 
     ince 2009 we have 
worked to expand our local 
community projects into 
international networks. We 
did this by building upon our 
already successful 
international projects, as 
well as forging new 
partnerships and seeking 
additional funding 
opportunities. 
 
This area has since grown 
beyond all our initial 
expectations. Since our 
decision to work on our 
delivery of the international 
dimension, we have been 
awarded over €300,550 in 
funding for our projects, 
been appointed the 
coordinating school of seven 
European projects, and 

visited more countries than 
we had ever invisaged. 
In recognition of our hard 
work, in 2011 we were 
awarded the full 
International Schools Award. 
This is the highest standard 
on offer to schools for their 
work on the international 
dimension. The award lasts 
for three years, and after 
reaccreditation in 2014 and 
2017 we will hold the award 
until 2020. 
 
This booklet will give you a 
brief overview of some of 
the international 
opportunities we offer, but 
we fully believe that the 
most exciting opportunities 
are those yet to come!  
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“Through the curriculum and through links with schools overseas, 

The Abbey successfully extends pupils' awareness of themselves as  
 

part of a global community.  
 

OFSTED (2009) 

 

” 

working to 

Broaden Horizons 
Of course, at the heart of our international work is our pupils. We continually look for 
ways to offer our pupils as many enriching experiences as possible in order to fully engage 
them with the world around us.  
 
The increase in new technologies has made international dialogue easier and more 
widely used than ever before. It is crucial that we encourage our pupils to think globally in 
order to enable them to make the most of the increasing opportunities that are on offer.  
 
Most of all, we want to develop well-rounded, life-long learners and recognise that the 
best way to do this is to offer a multitude of ways to enrich the curriculum. The great 
successes of our international projects only make up a small part of the wide variety of 
opportunities on offer at The Abbey School. 

INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 
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Learning 

for Life 
      ur mission as a school is to ensure 
that we enable our pupils to be the best 
they can be. Everything we do at The 
Abbey School is designed to give our 
pupils self-confidence, the belief in his or 
her own ability and the strength of 
character to succeed in further 
education, employment and life. 
 
Naturally, much of this confidence and 
self-belief will come from learning skills 
and developing knowledge across a 
broad range of subjects. Our 
international work is designed not only 
to compliment the national curriculum, 
but enhance it.  
 
In line with this, one of our current 
projects combines language learning and 
employability skills. This aims to help 
develop a love of foreign language 
learning, and skills sought for by 
employers such as independence, 
resilience, problem solving and creativity. 
This project will build on the work 

already taking place in the school as well 
as allow us to share best practice in this 
field with experts from all over the 
world.  
 
We know that learning does not stop 
once you leave formal education, and it 
is important that we equip our pupils for 
the challenges their futures may hold. It 
is for this reason that we are a fully 
committed member of the European 
Council’s lifelong learning programme. 
This programme has enabled us to offer 
new learning experiences for students, 
as well as offer professional 
development for staff. This has allowed 
our teachers to lead by example as 
lifelong learners themselves. 
 
We are constantly seeking to find new 
and innovative ways to engage our 
pupils and foster a love of learning that 
allows our pupils to be the best they 
can be, in school and beyond. 
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International Partners 

Erasmus+ 

INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 
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        hilst we have international partners 
that we work with all over the world, 
some of our strongest ties have been 
with schools in Europe.  
 
We have worked with schools across 
mainland Europe and continue to work 
with schools in Tahiti, Réunion, Portugal 
and Sweden. Our most established 
relationship is with our partner school in 
Tahiti, French Polynesia. This exciting link 
has allowed our pupils to see that the 
boundaries of learning a language are 
further reaching than they first thought. 
 
By working with our nearest neighbours, 
pupils are able to develop meaningful 
relationships with their peers in our 
partner schools. It also allows 
opportunities for pupils to critically 
reflect on our relationship with Europe 
and the wider world, as well as their 
place in  it.  
 
As well as being beneficial for our pupils, 
the projects aim to provide staff the 
opportunity to develop, promote and 
disseminate educational best practice, 
including new teaching methods and 
materials. Developing or exchanging 
experiences on information systems for 
learners, teachers or other education 
staff, and developing, promoting and 
disseminating new teacher-training 

courses or course content.  
 
Staff have been able to apply for funding 
through the programme to attend job 
shadows and training courses across 
Europe. In the future, we will offer a 
range of courses ourselves to  teaching 
professionals from all over the continent. 
This will help us work towards our 
ambition of The Abbey School becoming 
internationally recognised as an 
outstanding educational provider. Staff 
will be encouraged  
to share their  
expertise, thus   
securing our place as a leader in  
the European  
educational 
market. 

“The trip has  definitely changed the way I feel about travelling and 

has opened my eyes to the number of opportunities there are around 
 

 the world.  
 

AN ABBEY SCHOOL PUPIL  
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International Baccalaureate  

Careers Programme 
     he International Baccalaureate 
Careers Programme (IBCP) is a 
revolutionary new qualification package 
developed by the world-renowned 
International Baccalaureate Organisation 
who have offered high standard 
qualification packages since 1968. 

 
The IBCP is a 
two year 
qualification 
package 
designed for 
students aged 
16-19. It is a 
holistic 
framework 
which focuses 
on developing 

students’ skills by engaging them in 
career-related education that still has a 
strong academic focus. The package 
has been developed with employers in 
mind, taking on feedback from 
research about what skill set employers 
are seeking when appointing young 
people.  As such, the package is 
centred around ‘The Learner Profile’ - a 
set of  10 skills that students must 
develop alongside an academically 
rigorous programme.  
 
It is through the Learner Profile 
framework that our students develop: 
social and communication skills, critical 

thinking skills, maturity and 
responsibility, time management skills, 
linguistic proficiency and a strong work 
ethic. 
 
The programme leads to further and 
higher education, apprenticeships or 
employment as the subjects studied are 
the government accredited Level 3 BTECs 
as well as a minimum of two IB Diploma 
subjects that are akin to A-Levels, giving 
students a well-rounded curriculum. 
 
We are very proud to have been 
accredited as an International 
Baccalaureate World School in 2017. This 
makes us a front runner, being one of 
only 34 schools in the country able to 
offer the IBCP package.  
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The IBCP was specifically developed for students who wish to engage in career-
related learning while gaining transferable and lifelong skills in applied knowledge, 
critical thinking, communication and cross-cultural 
engagement. 
 
There are five career-related pathways Abbey School 
IBCP students can take: 
 Business 
 Health and Social Care 
 Performing Arts 
 Sport 
 Media. 
On each of these pathways students study a BTEC 
Diploma about this career path which is equivalent 
to two A-Levels. 
 
 

In addition to this, IBCP students study two IB Diploma Programme courses in 
subjects such as Psychology, Business Management or IT in a Global Society and a 
core consisting of four components. These four components are: 
 Service Learning, where students carry out a work experience placement. 
 Language Development, where students learn about other cultures and 

develop their command and appreciation for a foreign language. 
 Personal and Professional Skills, in which students work on engaging and 

relevant topics linked to the learner profile and their needs as identified by 
their subject teachers. 

 Reflective Project, a dissertation style project where students must research 
and critically analyse an ethical issue within the 
field of their career related study. 

 
For IBCP students, the Diploma courses provide the 
academic rigour of the programme but still allows 
students to develop and utilise the key skills employers 
are seeking. The career-related study in the form of the 
BTEC Diploma courses we offer further supports the 
programme’s academic strength and provides practical, 
real-world approaches to learning. The IBCP core helps 
them to develop skills and competencies required for 
lifelong learning. 

“The course has changed how I feel about learning. I can see how 

my subjects link together and how they are preparing me for my next  
 

step.  
 

AN IBCP STUDENT AT THE ABBEY SIXTH FORM 
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“The school secured significant funds and organises an impressive range 

of international trips...this makes a significant contribution to  
 

the celebration of diversity promoted strongly within the school    
 

community. 
OFSTED (2013) 

 

” 

Looking Towards 

the Future 
         e have been awarded 
over €150,000 projects with 
our partner schools. This will 
allow us to focus on 
developing our pupils’ love of 
learning, with a large portion 
of the funding dedicated to 
giving our students the 
opportunity to experience 
different cultures first hand. 
 
The continual development of 
the IBCP is set to launch us as 
a truly international 
educational provider. We are 
proud of our IB World School 
status, and look forward to 
our IBCP programme going 
from strength to strength. 
 
We hope to secure more 
funding for staff 
development, and for further 
student visits in mainland 
Europe. Whilst we are proud 
of what we have achieved in 
the international field, it is 
important we continue to 
explore new possibilities. 
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