
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 As we approach the final week of school 

before Christmas, please let me extend my 

seasonal best wishes to every member of 

our school.   

The Christmas holiday is a period when we 

think about giving our gratitude to others 

and extending our support to those less 

fortunate than ourselves. Our assemblies 

and PSHE programme this week have had 

this as a focus and we have been 

encouraging our students to get involved in supporting the wider community in 

whatever capacity they feel able.   

There has been some concern regarding the use of face coverings around the 

school. Although we will always follow government guidelines in this area, we do 

however need to apologise, because on reflection we absolutely should have 

moved several days earlier to begin permitting them in classrooms. As ever, I 

would ask that you contact the school should your child have a health condition, 

or if there are other circumstances that require a reasonable adjustment.   

Several parents have asked me to point out to the wider school community that 

any social media groups online claiming to be affiliated to The Abbey School are 

not linked to our school-based parent forum. Nor do these groups engage with 

the school. I point this out because misinformation can, and often is, easily spread 

which unnecessarily raises anxiety of our parent and carer population, and in turn 

that of the students.  This also pulls important school staff away from their core 

role of supporting the young people in our school, at a time when staffing 

pressures are already apparent due to the pandemic. This is one of the reasons 

why the agreement that all parents sign on admission to the school is quite 

specific about social media use.   

I am delighted to report that Alfie Monks from Year 9 has been elected as a 

Deputy Member for Kent Youth County Council. I am always pleased to see so 

many students actively involved in the School Council and other groups. Their 

selfless work to improve our school through working with school staff and 

governors is highly admirable. In the last Student Council meeting, more benches 

for our school playground were requested by the representatives. I am pleased 

to say that those benches are now in place next to our new Technology block! 

Alfie has kindly contributed his own piece to this newsletter on page 2.  

Another request from the student body was that we talk to the school’s catering 

contractor to make the food offer healthier. I can confirm that Mrs Lucas, Mr 

Finlan and I met with Chartwells a number of days ago with some expected 

changes, based largely on those students’ feedback 

Over the last few days, we have been working with the Local Authority to agree 

the way forward for new buildings on our school site. As things stand we are 

expecting a new block to be constructed on the old Technology Block site from 

summer 2022. This new building will house a variety of classrooms but will 

primarily be the home to our performing arts, dance and drama department. We 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
are excited by this prospect and are delighted to inform the community that Kent 

County Council are currently going through a tendering process with building 

contractors based on agreed designs for this new space.   

Our new school library is now open! Earlier this year work took place to move our 

library next to the school canteen. Contractors were on site for many weeks and 

the project was recently finished. This now means that we have a fabulous new 

Learning Resource Centre equipped with an adjacent IT suite. This should mean 

that students from all year groups, but particularly sixth formers, have another 

space where they can carry out independent private study. Our younger students 

will benefit most from the updated fiction collection and librarian support. Of 

course, literacy remains a huge focus of our school-work and students have 

reading time built into every school day. Many students in Key Stage 3 are directly 

involved in our ‘Accelerated Reader Programme’ which is specifically designed to 

support their improvement in reading via the support of our excellent staff 

team.    

I am told that some of you have spotted police on our school site early in the 

morning. This has been the case for several years and is nothing to be alarmed 

about. We allow our school fields to be used long before school commences for 

police dog training by colleagues from the Kent Police. We work closely with our 

police colleagues and, I am sure you will agree, supporting them in this way is the 

right thing for us to be doing.  

Despite the restrictions that Covid has placed on us, I do hope that we can open 

for parental tours again as soon as possible. I enjoy showing parents around the 

school and am always happy for them to visit classrooms and see our community 

in action wherever possible. The last group of school tours earlier in the Autumn 

proved highly successful and my desire is that, as soon as safe to do so, we should 

offer daily tours throughout the year to our wider community.   

One of the other areas that we are thinking about closely is how we build 

enrichment into our school curriculum. There remains a possibility that 

restrictions due to the pandemic may be a seasonal feature of the way we live our 

lives for the foreseeable future. That means we have to think carefully about how 

we can fit in the trips, visits and enrichment opportunities that our children 

deserve in the spring and summer months. To that end, the senior team here at 

The Abbey are already planning for some exciting learning opportunities beyond 

the normal school timetable as soon as conditions permit.   

Please don’t forget that 17th December is the last day of term and we anticipate 

finishing immediately after mid-day. That same day will be our ‘Christmas Jumper 

Day’ so staff and students are invited to come dressed to end the term with 

festive cheer. We will contact all parents in the coming days with the finalised 

details for dismissal on that day.  

Sadly, we have had to move our assemblies online so will not have the  

opportunity to present the students with Achievement Certificates in the usual 

format.  We will, however, ensure that Form Tutors are given the opportunity to 

do this within their form groups prior to next Friday’s end of term dismissal. We 

will be recognising performance and achievement in each subject but also will 

acknowledge students with outstanding attendance. 

Kind regards 
 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on… Our Pastoral Hub 
After last week’s insight into the facilities and support offered in 

Reflection and PEC, this week we look at the important roles of just a 

few of our staff based in some of the other areas of our Pastoral Hub.  
 

Let’s start with…Mrs Blythe who is one of our Pastoral Support Coordinators and 
will talk us through her vital role in school.  
 
On a day-to-day basis, I liaise with school staff in order to best support students 
and their families. I am based in the Pastoral Hub (when not out and about 
supporting students) and am available all day alongside my colleagues. I am 
known for my ‘listening ear’ and try my best to give comfort to those who need 
my support. 
 
I also offer tailored 1:1 interventions in: 

 Drawing & Talking – this is a 12-week programme of weekly sessions 
focused on supporting students with specific events in their life using 
drawing to come to their own resolutions. 

 Confidence/Self-Esteem building Friendship/Nurture groups – using the 
big life journal resources and BLOOM. 

 Walking Talking Therapy – offering an alternative therapeutic environment, 
using creative inspiration from nature and focusing on grounding 
techniques for students with anxiety. 

 Talk Time – being Level 3 CPCAB counselling trained, I offer 20-minute 
sessions for 6 weeks that address a student’s emotions and feelings and 
encourages positive mental health and wellbeing. 

 
I also lead in supporting students who need to access KOOTH (a digital mental 
health and wellbeing company working to provide a welcoming space for digital 
mental health care www.kooth.com). I help students create accounts and use 
some of the strategies provided. I recommend daily journaling as I have found 
that it is very popular and effective with those that I works with. 
 
Now, onto…Dawn Shaddick, another one of our brilliant Pastoral Support 
Coordinators, discusses her role. 
 
As one of the pastoral support co-ordinators based in the Hub, I believe that 
pastoral care is very important in a school environment.  
We need to be aware of the physical and emotional welfare of our students by 
providing the opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings and to offer 
support, advice and guidance to them and their parents/carers. 
As well as providing this support on a daily basis, I am also involved with 
supporting our young carers in school. This involves being aware of what a 
young carer’s role may be and supporting the impact this role may have on their 
wellbeing and achievement. Supporting and monitoring is essential for our 
young carers. They can often experience tiredness and possible difficulties with 
their school tasks and homework.  I regularly liaise with Kent Young Carers 
Support workers to arrange drop-in sessions for additional support within 
school. I also refer families for support at home.  
 
As a team, we are continuously working to provide the best care for our students 
and their families.  We aim to create a safe, welcoming environment in school 
whilst also signposting families to the best support available through other 
agencies. 

Upcoming Key Dates 

Health & Social Care/Public Services Event Tuesday 14th December 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 15th December 
Christmas themed lunch  Wednesday 15th December 
Year 11 Dance GCSE Assessment  Thursday 16th December 
Christmas Jumper Day  Friday 17th December 
End of Term – early closure from 12.10pm Friday 17th December 
Term 3 starts   Tuesday 4th January 2022  
 

Direct Pastoral Contacts 
ncooper@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk   Director of Behaviour and Welfare 
scarney@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  Head of Year 7  
ncameron@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  Head of Year 8 
sdannell@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  Head of Year 9 
mdaghlas@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  Head of Year 10 
byouard@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.yuk  Head of Year 11 
njones@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk   Director of Sixth Form 
 
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  General Enquiries 

 
Please be aware Mrs Carney, Head of Year 7, is currently away from school recuperating from 
a recent accident. Please direct Year 7 enquiries to Mrs Cooper. 

Pastoral Communication 
Please can we advise parents/carers to regularly check your emails for any 
communication from the school regarding detentions or Reflection. Notifications 
of these will come from either ‘The Abbey School’ or ‘Reflection’ so please ensure 
your junk/spam mail folders are periodically checked and marked as ‘safe sender’ 
so we can ensure all communications are received. 
 

 

Kent Youth County Council (KYCC) is a group of young people aged 11 
to 18 years elected to represent and act upon the views, issues and 
opinions of the young people in Kent. 

Four young people are elected to represent each of Kent’s 12 districts. 
We also elect 12 community seats, ensuring KYCC is representative of all 
communities in Kent. 

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed 
 
 

3.30 

 
 

3.25 

 
 

3.20 

 
 

3.15 

 
 

3.10 

 
 

3.30 

 
 

3.30 

 
 Thursday only 

 

 
2.30 

 
2.25 

 
2.20 

 
2.15 

 
2.10 

 
2.30 

 
2.30 

Huge congratulations to Alfie Monks, Year 9!   

Here’s what he had to say about his wonderful achievement:  
 

“When the email came through from school for the Kent Youth County 

Council elections, I was interested in becoming part of it.  I felt as if I 

could spread my ideas to a greater and larger community. I put myself 

forward, wrote my manifesto and sent in my election video.  Then, via 

the school, KYCC website and social media, the election campaign 

started.  I wanted to put a bit of fun into the election by using props in 

my video.  It was nice when people came up to vote for me and I can’t 

thank those who did vote for me enough.  Without them I would not 

have been elected as Deputy Councillor for Swale”. 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 6th December 2021. They are: 

 
Callum 

Feveyear 

Y10   

28 House Points 

 

Summer 

Saunders 

Y7 

44 House Points 

 

Jamie 

Revell 

Y10 

38 House Points 

 

Alfie 

Monks 

Y9 

31 House Points 

35 

STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 13/12/2021 
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