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Psychology A-Level  
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Resources: Suggested reading/websites/listening 
 
Ted talks:  
Psychology myths debunked 
A brain in a supercomputer 
Your brain hallucinates your conscious reality 
How language shapes the way we think 
 
Films/TV shows: 

 Good Will Hunting 

 The experimenter 

 The Stanford prison experiment 

 The 100 humans- Netflix 

 Babies- Netflix 

 Stacey Dooley investigates documentary series- Why do 
people do what they do? 

 Stacey Dooley on the psych ward: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p082bxzn/stacey-
dooley-on-the-psych-ward 

 Netflix 100 humans: 
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.netflix.com/gb/t
itle/80215997&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNHvYdOiJ
9P33vVBYLWRTZ7pNE6_iQ&hl=en-GB 

 The brain a secret history: 
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6cifd2 

 Disney’s: Inside out 

 Could there be long lasting changes to our social behaviour? 
(Social influence and change): 
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200401-covid-19-how-
fear-of-coronavirus-is-changing-our-psychology?ocid=twfut 

 Gender bias 100 years since woman entered the legal 
profession: 
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100
-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-
industry-still-gender-
bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9a
GpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB 

 Social learning theory: Knife crime offenders lack role models: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51682870 

 

Transition Tasks: 
 

1. Psychology 
involves lots of 
research. 

1. Psychology involves lots of research: 
Research and summarise the following three studies. This will need to 
include the aim, method, sample, findings. Then answer the questions 
below. 

i. Loftus and Palmer (1974)- This study will also be useful 

https://www.ted.com/talks/ben_ambridge_10_myths_about_psychology_debunked
https://www.ted.com/talks/henry_markram_supercomputing_the_brain_s_secrets
https://www.ted.com/talks/anil_seth_your_brain_hallucinates_your_conscious_reality/up-next?fbclid=IwAR0OxaaTyzRPK3zjHuPMgx1q5Qpr5XttxfgR1nc7-hq33c6tEWNYqRnWguA
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think/up-next?utm_campaign=social&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_content=talk&utm_term=social-science&fbclid=IwAR3Dup2VjQf9_wZvHzJbeEZBdJXp3jGivFGZYhwPy9AnAI20bNnBmNa7ucQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p082bxzn/stacey-dooley-on-the-psych-ward
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p082bxzn/stacey-dooley-on-the-psych-ward
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80215997&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNHvYdOiJ9P33vVBYLWRTZ7pNE6_iQ&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80215997&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNHvYdOiJ9P33vVBYLWRTZ7pNE6_iQ&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80215997&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNHvYdOiJ9P33vVBYLWRTZ7pNE6_iQ&hl=en-GB
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6cifd2
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200401-covid-19-how-fear-of-coronavirus-is-changing-our-psychology?ocid=twfut
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200401-covid-19-how-fear-of-coronavirus-is-changing-our-psychology?ocid=twfut
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-industry-still-gender-bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9aGpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-industry-still-gender-bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9aGpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-industry-still-gender-bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9aGpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-industry-still-gender-bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9aGpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://wearethecity.com/100-years-since-women-entered-the-profession-is-the-legal-industry-still-gender-bias/&ust=1588253220000000&usg=AFQjCNExNKHvxjEEgU9aGpQVKRBDJ4OzUw&hl=en-GB
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51682870


 
2. Psychology is a 

subject that 
relates to ‘real-
life’. 

 
3. Psychology 

involves studying 
our amazing brain. 

 
4. Psychology 

involves critically 
analysing evidence 
for different 
explanations of 
behaviour. 

 

if you study criminology 
Why would this be useful for police interviewers? How 
might they change their questions? 
What is the problem with the fact that the car crashes 
were seen on videos? However – why did they HAVE 
to be videos and not real life? 
What are some of the ethical issues with the way the 
study was conducted? 
 

ii. Milgrim (1963) 
Do you think this is a good study? Are the findings 
useful? Why/why not? 
Are the findings convincing? 
Is the sample sufficient for the study or is it 
small/biased?  
 

iii. Piliavin 
Why might it be a good thing that this study was 
conducted in a real subway instead of a lab like 
Milgram’s research? 
Is the sample of this study good? 
Why is it helpful/useful to know the conclusions this 
study found? 
 

iv. Bandura Ross and Ross - This study will also be useful if 
you study criminology 
What does this study suggest about serious cases like 
the case of Jamie Bulger? 
What are the implications of this for letting children 
watch violent/horror movies and playing 
violent/horror video games? 
Is this a good study? What are some of the issues with 
the study? 

 
 

2. Psychology is a subject that relates to ‘real-life’. 
 
Create a scrapbook either digitally or on paper of articles in the news 
that are linked to how people behave, how they think, what motivates 
them etc. Annotate each article with a summary of the main points. 
Try to find one article per week.  
 
Use the following sources: 
www.bbc.co.uk                                                             
www.theguardian.com 
www.thetimes.co.uk                                                    
www.independent.co.uk 
 
Searches in the science, health, family and business sections may be 
useful or use the search box and enter ‘psychology’. I recently found 
an article on ‘The Psychology of Panic Buying’! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/


 
3. Psychology involves studying our amazing brain.  
 
Research and make a table of notes on the following ways of studying 
the brain: MRI scan, fMRI scan, EEG and Post-Mortem.  You will need 
to find out what these abbreviations mean first! Make sure you include 
strengths and weaknesses of each method. 
b. Create a drawing/picture of the brain. It can be a scientific drawing 
in cross section or even an artistic representation using any medium, 
digital or otherwise. The best ones will be used to decorate the 
classroom. Spend some time learning about the different parts of the 
brain and their function ; it will really help you in your A level. 
c. Visit the website www.livescience.com and read ‘10 things we 
learned about the brain in 2019’. Choose your three favourite and 
write a summary of each finding. 
 

4.Psychology involves critically analysing evidence for different 
explanations of behaviour. 
 
Activity 3: Investigate the question: ‘are criminals born or made?’ You 
should produce a 500-1000 word essay considering this question and 
weighing up the arguments and the evidence. The ‘born’ side of the 
argument (nature) suggests criminal behaviour is influenced by 
genetics or the brain, or nervous system malfunctions. The ‘made’ side 
of the argument (nurture) suggests that criminal behaviour is 
influenced by personality, dysfunctional thinking (cognition) or 
learning and environment. What will your conclusion be? In 
Psychology you have to give a measured conclusion based on the 
weight of the evidence for each side and not on personal opinion. You 
might like to include a case study of a serial killer or other famous 
criminal in your work, as an example. 
A good source of explanations is www.simplypsychology.org/a-level-
forensic.html 
 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/
http://www.simplypsychology.org/a-level-forensic.html
http://www.simplypsychology.org/a-level-forensic.html

