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Key Term Dates: 
 
4 Nov: Back to school 
13 Nov: Sixth Form 
Open Evening 
15 Nov: Children in 
Need 
22 Nov: PTFA Quiz night 
27 Nov: Year 10 Parents 
Evening 
10 Dec: KS3 Pantomime 
trip 
17 Dec: Year 7 Lille trip 
18 Dec: Carol service 
20 Dec: Break up for 
Christmas holidays 
6 Jan: Back to school 
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Congratulations to the Class of 2013 
The Summer examination results now seem a distant memory but it is 
very important that we celebrate our students successes. Year on year I 
have reported to Governors and parents, our students improved 
examination results and this is no exception. Over  half of the GCSE 
candidates (51%) achieved 5 grades A*-C including English and Maths. 
 
Over a third of these 67 students achieved top grades in a range of 
subjects with 14 achieving 8 or more A* and A grades, with stand-out 
performances from Lucy Atkinson with 13, Alice Grineau with 10, Jeremy 
Mei with 12 and Max Melville a fantastic 15 grades at A* and A. 

 
These headline results reflect across the board improvements by the 
students and are a consequence of their hard work and dedication to their 
studies in Key Stage 4 to meet the exacting standards set by examination 
boards this year. Headteacher, Mrs Woodend,  said:  “Our teaching and 
support staff are committed to ensuring that students achieve their personal 
best and all are delighted in the improvements in our school’s results.” 
 
It was good news all round with 95% of students achieving 5 A*-C grades 
at GCSE or equivalents enabling them to take up the range of courses in 

the Sixth Form, at colleges and the apprenticeships they  had set their sights on. We are particularly pleased about 
improvement in the core subjects and the increased amount of A*, A and B grades. 
 
Over 70% of the students have returned to our Sixth Form and we now have 175 students studying mainly Level 3/A 
Level courses. 
 
We have again seen a rise in achievement amongst our A-Level students, leading to the best ever results at the 
school. The number of students achieving 3 good A-Levels has reached the highest point in the school’s history, as 
has the average grade achieved by each student and the overall points score per student. Students have achieved 
excellent results, allowing them to pursue their chosen path of university, apprenticeships or employment. 
 
The school offers a full and varied curriculum, which has seen success 
across the board. As and A*s have been achieved by 29 of the 56 
students across a range of subjects. 
 
Whilst it is particularly difficult to single out individual success stories, 
special mention goes to several for outstanding achievement. Chris 
Braybrooke, Courteney Cannon, Jade Childs, Finley Clark, Jack Crittenden, 
Tommy Crittenden, Joe Ellett, Luke Fewsdale, Gaby Henderson, Poppy 
Kemp, Alice Mackrill, Kylie Muddle, Chanelle Regan-Dunn, David Shelley, 
Shannon Thompson, Adam Webb, Sophie White and Alastair Wren all 
achieved at least two A grades. Connor Jayes and Rebecca Joy both 
achieved 3A*s, whilst Martyna Wisniewska achieved 5 ½ A levels. 
 
Of the traditional A-level courses, English Literature, Law, Sociology, Business Studies and Film Studies all achieved 
100% Pass rates. All of the BTEC subjects, ICT, Performing Arts and Sports Science all achieved 100% pass rates, with 
over 50% of the grades at A or better. 
 
We are very proud of all our students and we are particularly pleased to see so many opting to continue to study at 
Higher or Further Education from September. We are delighted with the overall progress that these students have 
made over their school career. Students leave us with a range of A Levels which will equip them well for their 
futures in the professional world of work.” 

Exciting times ahead. 
 
Mrs C Woodend 
Headteacher 

PTFA Wine and  
Wisdom! 

 
The PTFA are 
holding a Wine and 
Wisdom event at 
7.30pm on Friday 22 
November in the 
school’s main hall. 
£5 per person and 
approx of 8-10 
people per team.  
 
To book a table 
please call the 
school on 01795 
532633 or email 
info@abbeyschoolfa
versham.co.uk 

 
 
 

We are looking forward to our Sixth Form Open Evening which will take place on Wednesday 22 January 2014 
when a range of new courses will be on offer which include: A Level Biology, Level 3 Hospitality and Catering and 
the new IBCC (The IB Career-related Certificate). 



 
 
 
 
 

Poignant tour of Tyne Cot and 
the trenches 

A poignant visit to Tyne Cot cemetery was made by 70 pupils and seven members of staff from The 
Abbey School on Friday 4 October. 
 
The group included Headteacher Mrs Woodend, and their tour of the Ypres salient also included visits 
to Langemark German cemetery and Essex Farm cemetery, where the grave of Valentine Strudwick, 
who died aged 15, is located. He was the youngest British soldier to perish in the First World War and 
for the Year 9 pupils from The Abbey School it was a thought-provoking experience, as the soldier had been just a 
year older than them when he lost his life. 
 
The visitors also saw the restored German trench network, Bayernwald, and gained an insight into the horrors of 
warfare faced by soldiers in the trenches. They then visited the battle site of Hill 60 and saw two vast craters where 
the land had been blown apart as a result of massive underground explosions. 
 
Pupils and teachers stood solemnly for the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, where Charlotte Riley, 14, and 
Lewis Longman, 13, laid a wreath on behalf of the school. 

 
The Abbey School’s Head of History, Mr Storey, said: “There is nothing quite 
like a visit to the battlefields and cemeteries of the First World War to bring 
home the full horrors and vast scale of the war. The trip was very moving 
and an experience that our pupils will never forget. It is the third time we 
have visited Ypres as a school and each year the number of pupils that we 
take has increased. I hope that in the coming years pupils will continue to 
benefit from the 
insights that are 
gained from this 
trip.”  
 

Charlotte Riley, 14, said: “It was quite moving to visit all the 
graves and it makes you realise just how many people lost 
their lives. I was very happy to be one of the pupils chosen to 
lay the wreath at Tyne Cot Cemetery on behalf of my school.” 
 
 
 

Come dine with us! 



 
 
 

 
 

Swimmer Chris Cook makes waves        
The Abbey School is the lead school within the Swale 
district for the ‘INSPIRE’ programme.  The ‘INSPIRE’ 
programme is an Olympic legacy programme 
targeted at keeping the legacy of the London 
Olympics fresh in the local community.  It is helping to 
encourage young people to have a more active role 
in their community in a variety of different ways but 
mainly focusing on the areas of Sport, Culture and Education.  A variety 
of different events will be on offer throughout the year not only for Abbey 
School students but for local primary and secondary schools also.   

 
The most recent event which took place was a programme created by Great Britain Olympic Swimmer Chris Cook.  
Chris Cooks ‘INSPIRE’ to Achieve and Celebrate programme looks at inspiring our pupils in helping them to become 
more ambitious and encouraging them to have the self belief that nothing they want to achieve is out of reach.  
  
As part of the programme a small group of Abbey School staff held a 
variety of workshops which where linked to the programme.  The 
workshops on offer were: Coaching and Mentoring, Role Models and 
Comfort Zones.  Each of these workshops was packed with fun and 
engaging activities.  Chris Cook said: “I have been overwhelmed with 
how The Abbey School has responded to the INSPIRE programme 
from Kent County Council. It is helping to deliver the Olympic legacy by 
sending sporting role models into schools and encouraging pupils to 
chase after their dreams. It was great to see so many young people 
engage with the activities and what they learn will help them develop 
in all areas of their lives.” 

 
One of the pupils listening to Chris Cook’s inspirational words was 11 year-
old Hannah Williams, who said: “Meeting someone from the Olympics like 
Chris Cook is pretty cool and it was really interesting to hear him speak and 
take part in activities outside of the classroom.” 
 
The Abbey School Headteacher, Catrin Woodend, said: “Chris has 
encapsulated our motto ‘Be the best you can be’ and has inspired our 
pupils for sporting success.” 
 
Lastly Miss Muckian would like to say a big thank you to all the staff 
involved with making the day such a huge success. 

Girls’ football started off well with many students attending 
practice.  All the year groups have had their first games of 
the season and it has kicked off to a great start. The Under 
14’s  team triumphed  to victory beating Archbishops 4-3 
in their first game in the league. It was a spectacular game 
and the team played well as a  unit.  Woman of the match 
was our new year 7 girl Lauren Hunt.   
 
Big thank you to 
Shannon Wicks and 
Sophie Blake who 
have been helping 
with the club as part of 
their Sport Leadership 
award. 

Kicking off to a 
great start! 

Fishing reward trip 
Abbey  pupils were a credit to the school when they 
enjoyed a days fishing as their reward trip at the end of 
term 6. Thirty pupils fished over three days at the Willow 
Pool after The Abbey School collaborated with 
Faversham Angling Club to give local youngsters the 
opportunity to fish under the watchful eyes of expert club 
members. Despite temperatures 
soaring into the late eighties the 
young fishermen kept their cool 
and caught rudd, roach, tench, 
barbel, bream and carp, the 
biggest fish being approximately 
4lbs in weight.  
Angler of the week Owen 
Houlton caught twenty fish!  
 
We would like to say a big thank 
you to Faversham Angling Club for giving up a great 
deal of time, without which these trips would not have 
been possible. Any pupils interested in joining a friendly 
local club should contact Mr Warren. 



 

A total of 60 students, with a significant delay in their 
reading ages, were chosen to participate in the 
Reading Challenge. Each TA involved had 2 students 
allocated on an alternative termly basis. The sessions 
involved reading one to one for 15 minutes during Form 
time. Each TA was assessing, prompting and 
encouraging to ensure the students got the best 
possible outcome for the challenge. 
  
The average gain is 15 months, 
which for these students, with a 
starting point so low, is 
exceptional and is a testament 
to the hard work involved. 
  
A huge thank you, first of all to 
the TA’s involved and secondly to the Form Tutors for 
accommodating this initiative.  

The House Team have signed up House Reps across the 
year groups to represent their forms. House Week begins 
Monday 14 October where there are a range of activities for 
all students to participate in - prizes in all 
categories! Assemblies will show our activities video and 
give out House wristbands.  Last year students voted to 
have House wristbands to show off which house they are 
in, these have been provided by the House Team to every 
student.  

  
House Lottery will take place 
for the first time this year - 
staff give out lottery tickets 
during the school day when 
they catch a student "doing 
something good" - this can 
be anything from helping 
another student, lending a 
hand to staff or being polite/

courteous! We want all our students to display good 
manners and this has proved a popular way of rewarding 
students who do this on a daily basis! Look out for lottery 
winners on the plasma screen soon! 
 
Check out the VLE to see if you have reached 50 house 
points for a Bronze certificate yet and see which frog you 
have earned so far! 

House Information Prefect success! 
Prefects have made an outstanding 

contribution to a few recent events that have been 
taking place in school, particularly the Open Evening 
and Open Mornings. They have been involved with 
many different activities helping out in subjects and as 
guides on all occasions.  
 
An extra ‘thank you’ needs to go to Peter Mitchell and 
Jack Goodenough for their wonderful leadership skills 
and communication with parents in the Leadership 
Room on Open Evening and Open Morning.  Many 
staff have commented on their manners and how 

articulate they were. Well done! 

On Friday 13 September the 
whole of year 7 were off 
timetable and took part in a 
Learning to Learn day.  The 
pupils worked in their 
English sets to find out their 
preferred learning style and 
they worked in teams to 

complete various challenges. It was a brilliant day and 
all pupils were 
able to make 
new friends 
and work 
together as part 
of a team. 

Learning to Learn Day  

Breakfast Buddies 
On Monday 30 September we held our Breakfast buddies event.  
Pupils in year 8 and their year 7 buddy met up for breakfast in the 
Canteen to have a chat about life at The Abbey School.  

A big thank you to Paul Brown and his team for producing a great breakfast. 

Re   ding Challenge 

Student Voice day welcomed Year 
7 House Reps for our 2013 
programme.  We are currently 

having an election for Year 7 students to join the School 
Council. This will be held during Democracy Week (week 
beginning 14 October) when other events are taking 
place in and around the school.   
 
KS3 and KS4 students have also put themselves 
forward for School Council places.  Students nominate 
themselves and write a brief statement explaining why 
they want to be part of our student voice. Then an 
anonymous ballot is held as we strongly believe 
students should be elected for their vision rather than 
how popular they are! 



 

The year 7’s have been on a rollercoaster ride since they 
started in September.  It has been a jam-packed first term.  
They have taken part in the annual sponsored walk with 
the money going to Demelza House and House rewards.  
So far we have raised over seven hundred pounds.  If 
there is any outstanding sponsorship money please can 
you collect it and take it to the main office as soon as 
possible. 

Volunteer Reading 

Take time to read the French and Spanish jokes below.  
Tell your language teacher what they are in English and 
your name will go into a prize draw.  The closing date is 
Friday 13th December. 
 
Une blague Française: 
Femme: Bonjour docteur!  J'ai besoin de lunettes. 
 
Homme: Effectivement, madame.  Ici, c'est une 
boulangerie. 
 
Un chiste en español: 
En un barco viajan un español y un inglés.  
El inglés se cae al agua y grita:  
- Help! Help! Help!  
Y dice el español:  
- Gel no tengo pero si quieres champú… 

Following training, we have had 9 volunteers reading with 
2 students each, for 1 lesson a week since January. The 
students chosen for this scheme had reading ages 
approx. 2 years behind their chronological age and no 
detrimental behaviour log. 

  
The average gain for these 
students is 12 months which 
goes some way to bridge the 
gap, however for the Volunteer 
Reader scheme, it was always 
about more than reading ages. 
All the students have increased 
in confidence and have 
benefited from the relationship 
with their volunteers. A simple joy 

in reading and playing with words was our main aim 
which we can confidently say has had a positive 
impact  for all involved. 
  
Every volunteer would like to continue this academic year 
with some thinking of increasing their time. The volunteers 
have felt welcomed and have been able to see The 
Abbey School in a very positive light. All volunteers are 
local people in the community. 
 
Thank you to the teachers 
involved, for allowing the 
disruption to their lessons 
and particularly the 
Librarians for ensuring as 
smooth a running of the 
scheme as possible and 
special thanks to all our 
volunteers, without whom 
this would not be possible. 

The European Day of languages (EDL) celebrates the 
fact that there are over 6000 languages spoken in 
the world.  It is an initiative of the European council 
and is now run annually in over 47 countries. The 
National Centre for Languages (CILT) co-ordinates the 
UK celebrations with this year being the twelfth 
anniversary of the event. 
 
At the Abbey School, despite a very busy week, we 
were determined to get our EDL celebrations 
underway.  Each of the teachers within the Modern 
Foreign Languages (MFL) department took various 
opportunities throughout the day to provide students 
with an experience of a different language or culture 
to the ones currently studied.  A Year 9 class spent 
their lesson using technology based resources to 
teach themselves Italian, while students in a year 8 
class chose to focus on German instead. 
 
Outside of the MFL department, many staff greeted 
the students using a different language and took the 
opportunity to show the place of languages in their 
subject and even teaching a few key words from a 
language of their choice.  Huge thanks go to Mr 
Storey and Mr Cooper who were particularly 
enthusiastic in their activities that embraced the 
theme of the day. 
 
Next year we have plans to expand our activities 
and celebrations and will be inviting students to 
become involved in this project.  We will update you 
on our plans later in the year! 

 

MFL joke corner Year 7 Sponsored Walk 



 

Perfect ingredients for Macmillan  
Coffee Morning 

A giant teapot, an assortment of homemade cakes and fresh coffee were all the right ingredients for 
The Abbey School’s fundraiser in aid of cancer charity Macmillan. 

 
There was a Mad Hatter’s theme to the World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning, as giant props created by the school’s young artists were 
brought out on display. The pieces were originally commissioned by 
Brogdale and exhibited at the cherry festival in July and cider festival in 
August, but were returned to the school for the special occasion. 
The colourful tableware consists of a teapot, cake stand with French 
fancy, a sandwich and cake, a tea-cup and saucer, and a dazzling 
Mad Hatter’s hat, all made under the guidance of Head of Art Miss 
Jones and Art teacher Mrs Hobbs. 
 
The baking bonanza for Macmillan was organised by Food Technology 
teacher Mrs Gordon, who said: “Pupils and catering students combined 
forces and their practical skills to produce cakes to support the 

Macmillan coffee morning at The Abbey School. Some of them gave their free time to bake the cakes to support the 
charity.” 
 
Mrs Gordon added: “All staff members were invited to make a donation for their coffee at break, which is normally 
free, and enjoy cakes, cookies and lots of interesting sweet produce of various flavours and textures.” 
 
Youngsters, who have been trained as peer mentors to offer a listening ear to fellow pupils in need of support, were 
given the task of serving up the refreshments. Tyla May, 12, one of the peer mentors involved in the event, 
said: “It was fun to take part in the Macmillan coffee morning and I enjoyed serving the 
refreshments and meeting other pupils.” 
 
The coffee morning was organised by Teaching Assistant and Peer Mentor Co-ordinator 
Mrs Blythe, and raised £150 for Macmillan. She said: “Everyone at The Abbey School has 
given their support to this fantastic event and our peer mentors did particularly well serving 
refreshments to staff.”  
 
 

 Meet the new House Mascots! 
We would like to introduce ‘Dan’ from 
Discovery, ‘Edward’ from Endeavour, 
‘Poppy’ from Pioneer and ‘Vicky’ from 

Voyager!  
 

Students lucky enough to win House 
lottery were presented with their 

prizes by the House Mascots and 
Sixth Form house captains.  

 
Each House Mascot has gone to a 

new form room for the term, 
                7MVH—Voyager  

7SCB—Pioneer 
7JGW—Endeavour 
7CJW—Discovery 

 
The House Mascots will be looking 
for a new form next House week for 
those students achieving top house 

points and attendance. 

Dan Edward 

Vicky Poppy 



 
Re-Cladding Project 

Our August break was certainly a busy one. We completed our designs and plans for the Re-Cladding project 
with our Architect and Quantity Surveyor. 
 
We were successful in our bid (May 2013) to replace the facade of our main building (A and S block) which was 
built in the 1950's and comprises over 55% of our classroom spaces. This development will completely transform 
the school and in fact it will look like a 'new school.’  
 
This will improve the overall appearance of the school but will also fundamentally improve the environment for 
teaching and learning.  Rooms will be warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer.  We will be able to 
restructure teaching spaces to accommodate new courses and redevelop existing areas.  It will look like a new 
school without the attendant cost and upheaval and has allowed us to plan for future developments. 
 
During the next six months there will be some movement in terms of classrooms for short periods of time.  
Students will be informed in advance, however, we are fortunate that we do have spare classroom capacity to 
allow this to happen with minimum disruption. 
 
Our examination results have improved year on year and we now have one of the highest value added scores of 
any school in Canterbury and Faversham. Faversham children deserve to have a learning environment which will 
enhance and support their development. 
 
The new facade will also ensure that the school's buildings will be fit for purpose for many more generations to 
come. 
 
We have a rapidly rising roll with a particularly high increase in our Sixth Form and we will be needing to expand 
in the near future. We employ over 200 staff and have over 1,000 students in our care. It is very important that we 
continue to strive to improve our facilities for everyone in our community. 
 
We have received excellent support and guidance from Betteridge and Milsom our quantity surveyor and 
Architect Steve Gee. The contract for building work has been awarded to Coombs and the windows/doors to 
Prima windows. 
 
The students have been involved in the process and are very excited by the development. Planning Permission 
was granted in September and work is scheduled to start now! If visiting the school please take time to look at 
the plans and artistic impressions of the re-cladding project.  These are in the main reception area. 
 
Exciting times for The Abbey School. 
              Mrs C Woodend 
              Heacdteacher 
An artistic impression: 
 



 

Year 8 PSHE day 
Year 8 students had a fabulous PSHE day with lots of outside 
speakers including the local breast feeding group who brought in 
babies to work with the groups.  The fire service gave a session on 
arson which students found informative plus a self esteem 
workshop run by Louise Funnell.  Mr Mounter and Mr Edwards 
delivered exciting sessions on internet safety so that our students 
are confident that they can keep themselves safe when they go 
online. Students completed a questionnaire to assess how they 
progressed during the day and one stated, "I have learnt not to 
accept friend requests from people I do not know." Another student 
voiced the opinion of many with "Don't hang around with the wrong 
people.” Odessa Smith-Wallace gave an amazing presentation on 
disability awareness that Year 8 students voted the session as most 
useful. Students felt that keeping safe is important and gave us 
feedback that proves they can now assess risks when making 
choices in and out of school.   

 
The focus of the day was on resisting peer pressure and to make sure students 
would know where to go if they needed help or advice.  We aim to ensure that all 
our students can make informed choices about their health and well-being.  One 
Year 8 student summed the day up with "it was all very inspiring, you have to make 
sure you do not judge people and should be more understanding about peoples’ 
disabilities.” 
 
At the end of the day the year group were treated to rapper Yomi Maison Davies 
who gave an inspirational talk about overcoming personal difficulties and 
succeeding in life.  You can listen to his music at www.facebook.com/yomi-maison-

 
 
Representatives from the 
Abbey school were invited 
to the annual AGM of Fair 
Trade in Faversham. The 
school had secured another 
Fair Trade certificate and this 
was presented to the 
school by the town's Mayor. 
  

Mrs Oakes, who teaches the catering students in the public 
restaurant came along to promote the Fair Trade lunch she 
and her students have organised to further secure our 
commitment to the use of Fair Trade products within the 
catering area as well as students using these products in 
their GCSE practical lessons.  

Swale Youth Forum 

At the end of last term students 
enjoyed three days of motivational 
activities where they had a 
chance to be involved in different styles of learning, try 
out new hobbies and a wide variety of fun activities. 
The icing on the cake was the school fete. Students 
had been collecting their house points all year in 
readiness for the fete.  
  
Everyone had the chance to let their hair down and 
enjoy the stalls. Aunt Flossie brought her candy floss 
while students enjoyed the karaoke, organised by 
performing arts students, decorating cookies was a 
little crumbly, big queue for the tombola stall, 
another queue for face painting. To finish it off 
students enjoyed ice cream from Ron's ice cream van, 
all in the beautiful July sunshine. 

AGM Fair trade School Fete  

The Abbey School attended Swale Youth Form this term. Students were involved in work shops to plan Forum 
activities for the coming year and also discussed how they would like the forum to develop. 
Students had the opportunity to question councillors about their roles and how local Government works. Many 
issues were raised by The Abbey School pupils about provision for young people in Swale. Cllr Mike Henderson 
was very keen to hear their ideas for the local creek development project encouraging them to put forward their 
ideas for the future of this project. A huge thank you to Lauren Partis, Jack Winslade, Chloe Bullard and Georgia 
Collins. 

http://www.facebook.com/yomi-maison-davies

