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Welcome to our new Year 7 students
INSIDE:

As one year ends a new chapter begins! We have welcomed our new Year 7 students and they have
made the best impressions on staff—they are smart, polite and have settled in very well to their academic and
extra curricular life.

INFORMATION

1

Year 7 students have already taken part in a number of events, for example, the Learning to Learn day and the
charity Sponsored Walk which has helped them gel as a team. The Peer Mentors of years 8-13 have met the
2 year 7’s in a special Breakfast Buddy event.

STUDENTS’
ACHIEVEMENTS/
INFORMATION

2-7
STUDENT/
PARENTS’
INFORMATION

8
Key Term Dates: 4
3 Nov: INSET day
4 Nov: Students
return to school
12 Nov: Sixth Form
Open Evening
14 Nov: Children in
Need—Non Uniform
Day
26 Nov: Year 10
Parents Evening
3 Dec: Year 7 Lille
Trip
10 Dec: KS3
Pantomime Trip
17 Dec: Carol Service
19 Dec: Students
break for Christmas
Holidays
5 Jan: Students return
to school

Alumni
We are planning a
REUNION PARTY in
June 2015 for
ex-students to meet,
tour the school and
to share their
experiences and
achievements. Watch
this space for further
information.

Testimony of how the year group has settled is that the vast majority volunteered to be guides in the Open
Evening and Open Mornings. We received the highest numbers ever in our five Open Mornings with lots of
parents and pupils from primary schools further afield than normal i.e Challock, Chilham, Herne Hill and
Sittingbourne primaries.
I hope you enjoy the newsletter and I would like to extend a special welcome to new Year 7 and their parents.

Goodbye to our Year 13 students
We are immensely proud of the achievements of our Year 13 students. This year marks the highest academic
results in the history of the school. All students achieved A* to E grades in their subjects.
This has allowed our Sixth formers to embark on their first choice of University, apprenticeship, or career in the
world of work. September marked a really important and exciting time for 28 students embarking upon the first
month of their University experience. An additional 5 students have opted for a 2015 start to allow themselves
a Gap Year between School and University.
This year the Degree courses chosen range from Accountancy, Mathematics, Architecture, Performing Arts,
Business Studies, Music Technology, Marketing, Computing, IT Management, Sport & Exercise, English Literature
and European Legal Studies. We have students spread across the country from Kent University to Edge Hill in
Liverpool. We wish all of them every success and look forward to welcoming them back in the future to give
fellow students sound advice on University life.
Throughout the year the School has had fantastic support from Kent University, University of Creative Arts and
Christ Church University who all encourage students by providing insights into University life, the UCAS
Application process, Student Finance information and Summer Schools on Campus. This is a list of universities
to which some of our Year 13 students have gone: Kent, Buckinghamshire New University, Portsmouth,
Canterbury Christ Church University, Anglia Ruskin, Brighton, Edge Hill, Brunel, Reading, Essex and
Loughborough.
Mrs C Woodend
Headteacher

CAREERS NEWS
Science and Technology
On Thursday 25
September Mr. Baker,
Mr. Fox and Miss.
Ryan took 10 Year 9
students to Teen
Tech, at the River Centre in
Tonbridge, to find out about
different science and technology
careers that aren't 'just in a lab'.
The event, hosted by former Tomorrow's World presenter Maggie Philbin, had scientists and
engineers from some of the UK's leading top technology companies showing students how the
skills they already possess can be developed into a successful career. The Royal Navy were
there with their model of a WR-21 advanced cycle gas turbine engine, that has been fitted out
on their Type 45 Daring Class Destroyers, and they were asking students attending to design a
turbine wheel to go into the model and simulate its function in generating electricity for the ship.
Our students’ turbine wheel was proclaimed the most efficient of the day’s event and each of
them won, not only a goody bag full of Royal Navy goodies, but a chance for another day out to
be given a guided tour around a Destroyer when it comes into dock next.

Emily wins place at West End Kids
Talented Abbey School pupil Emily Hodges is on
her way to a career on the West End stage after winning a place
with an elite performing arts troupe in London.
West End Kids (WEK) song and dance troupe regularly performs
alongside the casts of professional West End and Broadway
shows and 17 year-old Emily will join their ranks.
Emily, who is studying performing arts and production arts BTEC,
as well as A-level dance at The Abbey School, said: “It was such
a shock when I found out I had made it to the main troupe of
West End Kids. Everyone doubts themselves and I didn’t really
believe it when I heard I had got in. Now it has sunk in I think it’s
amazing. My teachers at The Abbey School have really helped me
develop my singing, dancing and acting skills and to improve my
confidence.” The teenager of The Knole, Faversham, is also a pupil
at the town’s Dancemakers School of Dance and has been
dancing since the age of four.
The Abbey School’s Performing Arts teacher Miss Mayes said: “Emily has been promoted
through the ranks to the main troupe of West End Kids and it is a credit to the hard work she
has put in and the progress she has made, particularly in the last year. The Abbey School aims
to provide performing arts pupils with industry standard training to prepare them for a
professional career. West End Kids is an excellent grounding for pupils as it allows them to
work with renowned industry professionals in a rehearsal style, typical of a West End
production.”
Emily looks set to follow in the footsteps of Tom Inge, a former Abbey School performing arts
pupil who is currently on a tour of the UK and Ireland with West End hit show Top Hat.

INTERVENTIONS — SUPPORTING OUR STUReading Challenge
Every Form time, (three times a week), trained and resourceful Teaching Assistants offer 1:1
intensive reading support to a selected number of students from across the year groups. The Teaching Assistants
involved can access guided support themselves from within school if they identify particular difficulties as we are
always aiming to offer the most effective individualized intervention possible. All the students work with
Accelerated Reader and those who make the necessary progress move on to other appropriate support.

Literacy Skills
In the new academic year, we aim to continue our support of
developing students' literacy skills across the school in a number of
areas. Following previous successes, we will run Literacy Week in
conjunction with World Book Day and students will be able to
participate in varied form time activities, Spelling Bee competitions as well as vote for
their Best Dressed Book character. Also, we are preparing a series of literacy focused assemblies to help
students fully understand that the ability to effectively communicate is a life skill vital to both accessing
curricular subjects and to their life in modern day Britain. In addition, we are planning to continue
providing consistent support in raising students' confidence in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening
and, importantly, promoting the enjoyment of reading for pleasure. Whether this is reading during form
time, using literacy lifters, offering additional literacy support or organising stand alone literacy focused
events. One such will be a creative writing event linked to Magna Carta anniversary.

Summer School success
Summer School this year was re-named ‘The SNAP
Project’ (Secondary, Not A Problem) and saw the highest
attendance yet. We ran the summer school over two weeks
and invited all the pupils to both weeks culminating in a
celebration lunch where over 100 parents and siblings came
to see what their children had been up to. The activities that
pupils took part in covered many topics but all had a literacy
focus at the heart of it. Pupils took part in a balloon drop, arts and crafts activities, team building,
cookery and had excursions to Harry Potter studios, Legoland and Arethusa. The fortnight gave the
pupils plenty of opportunity to get to know each other (many of them arranged further ‘get togethers’
throughout the holiday) the staff and the school site. This year we also involved several year 10 and 11
pupils as young leaders. They gave their time
voluntarily and worked very hard. They were a
valuable resource in reassuring the pupils over
several of their worries. The staff were amazing and
worked incredibly hard over what was a very full two
weeks of activities. I would like to thank Mrs Frorath,
Mrs Gordon, Mr Manuel, Miss Darch, Miss Shepherd,
Mrs Oakes, Mr Carter and Mr Crittenden for all their
hard work.
Millie Dobson, one year 6 pupil, commented: “After
coming to SNAP, I have not only had fun but I have
made many new friends. Here are a few: Phoebe, Emma, Chantilly, Bettsie, Alfie, Ollie, Elliemay and
Alisha! This has also inspired me to try new things. Luckily, this has made me more comfortable about
attending the Abbey School. Therefore, I hope that I will make even more friends. Also I want to say
thank you to all the teachers that have helped out in SNAP along with Keeley.”
Zoe Cutler said, “SNAP has made me more confident about starting school! It has helped me make
new friends and has given me the opportunity to meet the teachers! All the trips were amazing!”

INTERVENTIONS
Breakfast Buddies

Peer Mentors were delighted to take part in the Breakfast
Buddies event. Our Peer mentors sat with the year 7
students and discussed how they were settling into their
life at The Abbey School. Paul Brown provided a hearty
healthy breakfast in the canteen and the Peer Mentors
were able to share their experiences of school and offer
some good advice.

Accelerated Reader
Due to the positive impact that Accelerated Reader
had on the Year 7 reading ages last year, we
decided to further invest in this structured reading
scheme by purchasing licenses for the whole of
Year 7 and 8. Students of all abilities benefit from
the close monitoring that AR offers. We can track a
number of different achievements and
appropriately reward either individuals or groups of
students. Students are reading more and have
readily adopted the habit of completing a quiz
when they finish a book. Our aim is to improve
fluency in reading as fluent readers are far more
able to fully access subject content.

Peer mentors can be found in form
groups and have an open door in S10
on Monday lunchtimes. They can also
be found in the canteen at lunch times.

Volunteer Readers
Our strong, committed team of volunteers has just started their
third year dedicating time and energy to promoting the love of
reading with a number of our lower school students. Each
volunteer attends the school for two to three hours a week,
offering a range of skills and depth of knowledge whilst
guiding and supporting the students through reading.
Although an improvement in reading ages is our main target
and is measurable, we have found this process to be
complemented by the less measurable qualities of self
esteem, confidence and improved language use. We are
looking to extend the number of people involved in this
scheme and will be launching a further local poster
campaign, amongst other efforts, to call upon new people to
supplement our already successful band of volunteers.

Would you like to join a successful
team of volunteers?
Can you spare some time each week
to
encourage and mentor our young
people?
Come and join us at the Abbey!
Reading for Enjoyment
An established reading scheme that produces results
(Full training, guidance and support provided)
Come and meet us…………….
To find out more please contact:
Lisa Hart (HLTA)
lhart@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk
Read any good
books lately?

Why not share books you have read with others by
filling out the book review form on the school
website. It’s simple, log in, select LRC from the
student menu and click on ‘write a book review’
Fill in the boxes, writing as much or as little as you
want and click on submit.

HOUSE NEWS
House Council welcomes new
Year 7 students!
The Student Voice Day got off to a flying start this year by welcoming our Year 7
House Reps! A number of students gave their opinions about The Abbey School
and gave feedback on their initial thoughts about our school. Year 7 students thought that
the drink bottles that the School Council had given them were cool as they looked like cans,
and all students chose the colour they liked the best. School Council Reps included Odessa
Smith Wallace, Chloe Woods and Callum Reynolds.
Students also discussed ways to prevent students from wearing incorrect uniform and they
now hope to smarten up ALL of our students. Ideas for our next non uniform day were also
discussed and we will be working on ideas ready for Children in Need!

‘Just Water’
Sixth formers from The Abbey School became
models for the day in July, where they took part in
a photo shoot to promote the benefits of drinking
water to all younger students. The project aimed
to prevent students from drinking highlycaffeinated energy drinks
such as Red Bull and
Monster. Ian MacDonald, a
Health and Wellbeing
Practitioner Specialist for
Children & Young People
said “We had worked in
partnership with the PSHE
team at the school to develop lesson plans highlighting the
problems with high-caffeine, high-sugar drinks” and hoped
to promote drinking water instead. They provided students
with a refillable “can cup”, printed with “funny or
inspirational quotes, so that the students would want to
keep them”. Mrs Page, the PSHE coordinator, said “The cups
have gone down a storm at school this term. Now it’s not
just about ‘banning’ something that the students want, we
have actually given them something that they like and want
to keep.”

SPORTS NEWS
Boys’ Football
The boys in Years 7-10 have started their
league seasons strongly with plenty of wins
for all year groups against some strong local opposition. We
have also had wins in the Kent County Cup and look forward
to a few strong cup runs. In unprecedented scenes at The
Abbey School, the first Year 7 Boys Football trials began. 46
students turned up making it a very difficult, if pleasing, job for
us to begin squad selection.
The Year 8 football team is currently unbeaten with wins in
the league against Spires Academy, CCW and Langton B, and
a win in the first round of the County Cup against Barton
Court. The boys are playing some really good football and
scoring plenty of goals. Two players have been awarded with
a call up to the District squad.
The Year 9 football team has had a mixed bag of results this term. Strong performances against Langton B and
Canterbury High have seen the boys play some attractive football earning deserved wins. A real positive this year
is the number of new players who have made their debuts for the school team; long may this continue as the
players battle for their place in the side.
A number of changes have taken place with this years Year 10 squad. Most notably, Ed Tucker has forced his way
into a starting position after some superb substitute appearances last season and a fine attitude in training. We
have also made our first goalkeeping change, replacing Marshall Wratten with Thomas Kirk. Marshall will continue
to be the team captain, leading his troops from his new central midfield position.
The District Trials have been held this term as well, and so far three of our students have managed to make their
respective district teams; Mackenzie Mount and Joe Muddiman (Year 8) and Danny Partis (Year 7).

Girls’ Football
Girls’ football has started the season with a
fantastic win in their first U13 cup game
away to John Wallis in Ashford. The team
worked incredibly well together and there is
definitely lots of skill and talent in such a
young team already. It was an outstanding
achievement to win 3-0 with a hat trick from
Lauren Hunt - well done girls! Their second
round of the cup will be played against Highworth. The U14 and U16 girls will have their
first cup and league games soon.

Lauren is picked to
play for Kent U14’s
Lauren Hunt a
Year 8 Student at
The Abbey
School, has been
selected to play
for Kent Under
14's.This county
honour is a
massive
achievement and
reflects Lauren's
all round sporting
aptitude.
Lauren said “I've played rugby since I was 7 years old,
for Faversham rugby club and I realised that rugby was
enjoyable. I then moved to Whitstable where I improved
my understanding of the game and became a better
player. I now play for Aylesford and have got into the
Kent girls. 70 girls attended the trials
and 20 places were picked. I was
chosen and was amazed as I was the
second youngest."

Sir Hugh spends time in the Classroom
Pupils at The Abbey School were thrilled
when MP Sir Hugh Robertson paid them
a visit to support their GSCE studies. The
MP took a break from duties at
Westminster to call into the classroom
on Friday 10 October for a discussion
with pupils studying GSCE Humanities.
The Year 11 pupils had been examining
issues such as whether nature or
nurture has the strongest influence on
individuals, as well as personal identity,
pride and determination to succeed.
Sir Hugh’s visit was a follow up after
pupils from The Abbey School met the MP at Westminster for an earlier discussion in September.
The former Sports Minister had talked about how he believed determination was the key to
success, using the examples of the achievements of Dame Kelly Holmes, and Olympic and
Paralympic athletes and how they had battled the odds to succeed. At school the Faversham
and Mid Kent MP focused on pride and how he balances his personal identity and political role.
The 15 to 16 year-olds are examining the topics for their controlled assessments in Humanities.

CHARITY NEWS
Trekking Against Cancer… The BIG Challenge
On 8 August 2015, Lucy Peaks, ex employer of The Abbey School, will be flying to South
America with a group of strangers to begin a trek through Peru to Machu Picchu to raise
money for The Institute of Cancer Research and she needs all the help she can get to raise a
total of £3000! The 50km trek lasts for a total of 10 days, where the highest point above sea
level is a staggering 4,200m high. Cancer Research is the leading research centre which is
discovering new drugs for curing different types of cancer, so it is important to get involved as
much as possible! The challenge company has advised that trekkers may give small gifts to
children who live in the villages along the trail, so if anybody would like to pass any gifts on,
please feel free.

Ways you can get involved...
Cancer Research non-uniform day, Boot
fairs, Herne Bay Gazette feature, Local
businesses getting involved with
collection boxes and raffle prizes,
Personal trainers running
fundraising sessions.

Extra
Curricular
Terms 1 & 2

EXTRA-CURRICULAR NEWS
Ypres Trip

Year 9 students from the Abbey
School marked the centenary of
MONDAYS:
the First World War by taking
part in the Last Post ceremony
Textiles & Crafts Club, Year
beneath the Menin Gate. Stu7 and 8 only, C6, 3.20pm —
dents
Alex
Baldwin,
Josie Partridge and
4:30pm
Sunny Shepherd were chosen by staff accompaScience Club, All years, B7, nying the trip to represent the Abbey School dur3.3.0-4.15pm
ing the service. This was the culmination of the
school’s annual trip to the Ypres Salient. The
trip included visits to a few of the
TUESDAYS:
many cemeteries that are scattered around the
Ypres salient including Langemarck
Gardening Club,
German Cemetery and Tyne Cot, the largest British and Commonwealth cemetery on the
Greenhouses, All Years,
Western Front. Whist visiting Langemarck students were able to witness a joint service of
3.20pm—4.30pm
remembrance being held by church ministers from Belgium, Germany and Britain. A
Belgian member of the party took time out to talk to students about their visit and
Allstars Book Club, All
years, LRC, 3.30-4.15pm
particularly how they felt about visiting a German cemetery. The site is also important as it
is believed to be the sport where John McRae wrote his famous war poem, ‘In Flanders
Dance Club, Dance Studio, Fields’.
Years 7,8,9 3.30pm—
4.30pm
WEDNESDAYS:
Badminton Club, Sports
Hall
Beginners Tap, Dance
Studio, All years,
3.30pm—4.30pm
Magic Mikes I.T. Club,
B13, All years,
Lunchtime

The visit also gave students an opportunity to see what trench warfare was like by visiting a
recreated trench network and underground bunker whilst looking around the
Passchendaele Memorial Museum. The trip culminated with the students spending some
time in Ypres town centre where they were able to visit the Menin Gate and a Belgian
chocolate shop. The trip finished with the Last Post service under the Menin Gate which
was a poignant way to end a fantastic trip, and enabled the school to pay their respect to
all the men and women who gave their lives during the First World War.

The European Day of Languages

Friday 26 September saw the second year of celebrations at The Abbey School, of
the European Day of Languages. Form time activities included taster lessons in
Portuguese, sign language and German, as well as quizzes. We were incredibly
lucky this year to have the day marked, not only by the MFL department, but also
THURSDAYS:
by staff from other subject areas; Mrs Hoare’s Year 7 class produced some
Two Thirty Clubs: at 2.30pm excellent mini-lessons on numbers in a range of languages, including Klingon! A
every Thursday in the LRC
particular highlight of the day was Mrs Woodend’s Welsh lesson, which she
shared with a Year 7 French class. Thank you to everyone who got involved at
FRIDAYS:
any level. We look forward to hearing your ideas for next year!
Lazerlight, All years, B1,
Lunchtimes

French Homework Support
Club, Year 10 and 11,

Dover Athletic Football Academy

The Football Academy have started the season well,
winning 5 out of their 7 games in the Conference
and Academy leagues. The players are adapting
quickly to academy life with their education and
training commitments. Seven of our Football Academy
students have been called up to Dover Athletic first
team to play against Faversham Town in the Kent
Senior Cup on 14 October 2014. The Academy have
also been invited to The Costa Blanca Cup in July
2015, competing in a tournament against
international teams. It is an exciting opportunity for the Academy players and an experience they are very much
looking forward to. The Academy will spend the week in Spain competing in the tournament and hopefully
returning back to school with the cup.

