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Key Term Dates: 
 
6 Jan: Back to school 
8 Jan: Year 8 Parents 
Evening 
15 Jan: Year 11 Parents 
Evening 
22 Jan: Sixth Form Open 
Evening 
27 Nov: Year 10 Parents 
Evening 
29 Jan: Year 9  
Pathways Evening 
30 Jan: Year 7 Inspire 
Programme 
5 Feb: Year 9 Options 
Evening 
7 Feb: Year 7 Enterprise 
Day 
14 Feb: Break up for 
Half term 
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The Abbey NewsThe Abbey News  
The Abbey School 
A Business and Enterprise Academy  

 

Dear Parents and Pupils 
 
We come to the end of yet another busy year and we have a great deal to celebrate and be 
proud of. This edition focuses on some of the extra curricular activities that have taken place this term which 
form a fundamental part of our children’s experience at The Abbey. 

We have just received notification of our excellent results which have been benchmarked against other 
schools nationally. This analyses the progress students make in each school from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 4 
and we are placed in the top 3% nationally of ALL schools including Grammar Schools. More information will 
be placed on our website and I will write to parents and inform students in the New Year. 
 

Christmas at The Abbey 

Attendance 
 
If you need to inform 
the Attendance 
Department  for 
student absence or 
any other enquiries 
please note the new 
email address:  
attendance@abbeyschool
faversham.co.uk 

 
Alternatively you can 
contact the 
Attendance 
Department on  
01795 542477 or 
the school number 
01795 532633 
 
 

Top 3% for progress nationally! 

Crisis at Christmas Christmas dinner at 
The Lunch House As the Faversham Community 

school we support a number of 
local charities chosen by the 
pupils during the year but at 
Christmas we do focus on 
those less fortunate than ourselves who are 
homeless and alone at Christmas and we support 
‘Crisis at Christmas.’ This year we have organised 
assemblies, run cake sales and have asked for 
donations from students and staff. 

In many ways this is Faversham’s most closely 
guarded secret. Where would you get a wonderful 
four course Christmas lunch for £14? Cooked by 
our Chef Emma Oakes who instructs and guides 
our students to produce the highest standards of 
BTEC Catering and Hospitality.  This year we have 
seen over 500 customers pass through our doors 
in the last three weeks to enjoy The Abbey 
Christmas experience. Thank you to all staff and 
students who have worked so hard and who will 
ultimately achieve great success in their chosen 
career in Catering and Hospitality.  

 
The Sixth Form Leadership Team enjoying a well 
deserved reward for their hard work. They support 
the Headteacher and Mr Clarke, Director of Sixth 
Form.  

PTFA 
I am very grateful to the PTFA for all 
their hard work this year. The Wine 
and Wisdom evening raised over £800 and the 
proceeds will be used to buy Kindles for the 
Learning Resource Centre. We now have a number 
of volunteers who help read with our students in the 
morning and the Accelerator Reader Programme 
goes from strength to strength (this is for all abilities). 
If you could support us and would like to join this 
group of parents in the New Year, please contact 
Carol Newton at: 
cnewton@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk 

Musical Mash Up! 
A wonderful evening was enjoyed by all on Tuesday 
3 December when the hall was packed with parents 
and supporters to see our amazing artists 
sing and act as part of their KS4 and KS5 
assessment. We have amazing 
Performing Arts talent in our school. Well 
done to everyone for your hard work. 

Chartwells lunch 
Once again Chartwells, our Catering 
company, will be serving Christmas 

lunch to our students on Thursday 19 December. I 
would like to thank Paul and his staff for yet another 
successful year in supporting our students. 



 
 

Twickenham Rugby Match 

On Saturday 8 November, Mr. 
Nuttall and Mr. Johnson took a 

group of 15 students to the Autumn International Series 
rugby match between England and Argentina at 
Twickenham. For most of the students this was their 
first experience of a live rugby match, and with a crowd 
of over 76,000 it was an absolutely awesome 
atmosphere and a fantastic opportunity. 
 
Before the match started, the students were lucky 
enough to see the teams enter the stadium, giving the 
boys a real life perspective of the size and stature of 
these athletes. The seats we had gave us a great view 
of the action and the students were able to see their 
heroes up close, with three tries being run in by 
England right in front of us in the first half. The game 
finished 31-12 to England, a comfortable win that sets 

the team up well for their crucial match against New Zealand. 
 
A great day was had by all, and it will certainly last long in the memories of 
our students. Hopefully they were inspired enough to take their own rugby to 
new levels. 

District Cross Country Championships 

On Wednesday 6 November The Abbey 
School P.E. Staff took some of our elite 
runners to the District Athletics Cross 
Country. This was a first time experience for 
our Year 7 students and they  performed 
exceptionally well. The event took place at 
Kent College with over 80 runners taking 

part in each race, year groups from 7-10. It was tough 
terrain for all students, through fields and woods but they 
persevered and we had some exceptional performances. 
 
Well done to all athletes and here is some of their 
achievements: Sam Scott Year 7 came 32nd, Saffron Elysee 
Year 7 came 32nd. Marshall Wratten Year 9 came 3rd out 
of the 80 runners and won a medal, Tom Gates came 4th, 
Maddie Curtis was 28th, Anne Marie Jackson came 30th and Keeley Burdge came 38th. Out of the Year 10 runners, 
Jack Osborne came 10th, Brandon Donaghy 11th and Charlie Turner 20th. 



 
 
 

 
 

Geographers’ Field Trip 
On Wednesday 9 October the Year 10 
Geographers travelled to Margate to 
investigate the effects of tourism upon 
the coastal town. A group of 48 Year 10 
GCSE Geographers headed to Margate, 
joined by the Geography Department 
teaching team. It was the Year 10’s 
mission to gather the necessary data for 
their Controlled Assessment Investigation 
worth 25% of the GCSE. With the superb 
help of A-level Geographer Jack 
Winslade, and a surprise appearance 
from retired geography teacher Mr. Len 
Wade, the students performed surveys, 
field sketches and pedestrian counts 
very well. With a lucky escape from the 
rain, some very smelly seaweed to 
contend with, and a surprise encounter 
of a film crew at the end of the pier, the 
students managed to collect all that they 
needed for their investigation involving 
tourism in Margate. 
 
Miss Cripps, Head of Geography,  said “I was particularly impressed with the confidence that the students showed 
when asked to complete questionnaires with the public. They did themselves and the school proud.” 

A determined campaigner for children with disabilities has 
won a place on the Kent Youth County Council (KYCC) 2014. 
 
Odessa Smith Wallace, 17, was born deaf, but she has not 
let her disability get in the way of her achievements. The 
school council member was part of a successful campaign 
to get energy drinks banned from the London Road 
premises, which was reported on by BBC Radio Kent in 
June. 
 
Pupils wanted the drinks banned after hearing a talk given 
by KCA’s Young Persons’ Services about the risks to health 
from the high caffeine and sugar content in the drinks. 
Sixth former Odessa said: “I was quite surprised when I 
learned that I had a place on the Kent Youth County Council 
as there were a lot of people in the competition. 
 
“My aim on the council will be to help stop discrimination 
against young people with disabilities and I want to speak 
out on their behalf. I have grown up around people with 
disabilities, as well as being deaf myself, and I don’t want 

people to look at us as being any different.”  
 
More than 23,000 young people took part in this year’s KYCC elections and the top campaigns voted for on the 
back of the ballot paper were anti-bullying, cheaper public transport and more things to do for youngsters. 
 
Members of the KYCC are expected to attend 10 meetings per year at County Hall in Maidstone. Congratulations 
Odessa! 

Campaigner Odessa 
wins place on Council 



 

 

Year 13 Applied GCE Business students were set the task of 
organising an event to raise money for charity.  
The two classes were split into four teams.  
Their events were: a charity art auction, a 
second hand clothes sales, a teachers’ quiz 
and a Halloween party for the Year 7 students.  
All teams put in a tremendous amount of 
effort to ensure that their events were well 
planned and provided some super 
experiences for their customers. 
 
Overall the teams raised £597.97 for charity. 

Collaborating with 
Amicus Horizon 

Catering students and staff are collaborating with Amicus 
Horizon at the Alexander centre in Faversham in 
December to supply residents with some Christmas cheer.  
The company holds this annual event as a way of a 
thanking their residents. It also gives the company the 
opportunity to publicize support that they can give to their 
residents and the wider community.   
 
On offer for the residents is a cup of seasonal soup 
followed by mince pies or stollen.  To round it off there will 
also be some non alcoholic mulled wine.  To make the 
afternoon feel really festive the sixth formers from 
Performing Arts will be coming along to sing traditional 
Christmas carols. They will hand out carol sheets to enable 
everyone to sing along.  

The Year 11 Horticulture pupils produced a bumper 
crop of pumpkins and sweet potatoes this year. The 
pumpkins were grown in a specially prepared bed 
topped up with plenty of horse manure. The whole 
crop was harvested at Halloween and given to the 
Catering Department where some wonderful 
pumpkin soups and pumpkin pies were prepared.  
   
Sweet potatoes have never been grown here before 
and were grown from "slips" (cuttings) in beds 
covered with black matting to keep the ground warm 
and contain as much moisture as possible. The 
harvest was shared between the pupils who grew 
them and the Catering department.  

Pumpkins and  
potatoes! 

Charity fundraising 



 A Movember to remember at 
The Abbey School 

Staff at The Abbey School had a close shave 
when Headteacher Catrin Woodend held the 
razor to help rid them of their Movember 
moustaches. 
 
The six staff, Mr Jago, Mr Cloke, Mr Baxter, Mr 
Fox, Mr Slater, and Mr Atkinson had all been 
sprouting moustaches to raise awareness of 
men’s health issues.  
 
In common with fellow ‘Mo Bros’  The Abbey 
School teachers stopped shaving on 
November 1 and let their Mo’s grow in aid of 
the worldwide charity Movember, which aims 
to combat testicular and prostate cancer, as 
well as mental health problems in men. 
 
At the end of the hairy month, it was time for 
the great shave-off and Mrs Woodend was happy to assist as she was delighted with the efforts of the staff 
involved, which raised a total of £550 for the charity. 
 
She said: “I am very proud of the staff because they act as excellent role models for our pupils showing them the 
importance of thinking of others, providing a greater awareness of the health risks men face, and for raising the 
profile of this charity in a fun and engaging way.”  
 
History teacher Mr Cloke not only grew a moustache, but also used Movember to add a new dimension to his 
lessons by drawing famous figures with moustaches, a tradition that he has carried on for the last three years. 
Mr Cloke said: “My drawings of famous figures in history with moustaches have always been well received by 
pupils and it helps keep them keen and interested the moment they enter the classroom.” He added: “Some of the 
pictures are just a bit of fun and they help engage pupils in the issues raised by the Movember campaign and 
remind them why my upper lip looks a bit silly.” 

Staff and pupils were invited to tuck into a hearty meal at the invitation of 
the Food for Life Partnership, in celebration of its fourth National Roast 
Dinner Day. The Abbey School gained a coveted bronze award from the 
organisation in March this year, and is only one of a handful of Kent 
schools to be awarded the status. Schools must guarantee that 75% of 
dishes served up are freshly prepared and contain meat from farms with 
high UK welfare standards, fish from sustainable sources and eggs from 
cage-free hens. 
 
The Abbey School’s experienced chef Paul Brown, of catering firm 
Chartwells, served up farm assured roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, together with a range of fresh vegetables, 
followed by a crumble made with locally-grown Bramley apples and topped with custard. 
 
More than 30 pupils and around 15 members of staff enjoyed the dinner on November 20 and diner Chloe Wood, 
13, said:  “I have a hot meal everyday in the dining hall but the roast was really nice and different. We had Yorkshire 
puddings and a big choice of vegetables, including swede, which is my favourite.” To qualify for a bronze Food for 
Life Partnership award, pupils and parents must also be involved in the drive for higher quality dishes. At The Abbey 
School, each Year 7 class is allocated a vegetable plot to work on at the school and produce is entered into the 
Grown in Kent competition judged at the Kent Show. The Food Technology department also plans to use food 
grown by pupils in its lessons. 
 
Pupils are involved in the selection of healthy Fairtrade snacks for purchase in the dining hall and parents are invited 
to suggest ideas for menu improvements. The Food for Life Partnership comprises of four charities, The Soil 
Association, Health Education Trust, Garden Organic and Focus on Food Campaign and the project is also funded 
by a Big Lottery grant. Its aim is to transform school meals, making children aware of where their food comes from, 
and to encourage families to grow and cook food. 

Food for Life Celebration 



 

Children in Need 
Students got involved in our annual effort to raise 
money with Pudsey! Students were allowed to wear 
onesies, an idea inspired by Chloe Wood Year 8 last 
year - this year more students than ever arrived in an 
array of colourful nightwear!  
  
Staff got involved too with Ms Willett, Ms Muckian and Mrs Warner all 
sporting animal onesies! 
  
Sam Manning, Joe Symkiss, Dan 
Wanstall and Head Boy Mark Revell 
organised a sponsored charity male leg 
waxing. This was to raise money for the 
Ronald McDonald House Charity 
Alderhey. They had a painful but funny 
time doing it on stage and raised £180. 
 
Thank you to all staff and students for their support! We are pleased 
that so many parents have taken the opportunity to pay for the non 
uniform days in advance - this has resulted in a higher donation total 
which is great news.  Students can still pay at the office for the 
remainder of the year if they wish.  
  
Look out for our next non uniform day next term! 

 Purple for Porchlight 
Purple for Porchlight raised £700 for World Homeless Day on 11 October 2013.  
 
Students wore purple and a huge cake bake went ahead. Thank you to Mrs Sands who baked over 15 cakes!   



 

Pupils have their say in future of the Creek 
Pupils at The Abbey School got the chance to have their say on the future of Faversham’s historic creek area. 
They were asked for their views by Swale Borough Councillor Mike Henderson after he invited the youngsters to 
comment on the proposals set out in the Neighbourhood Plan, when visiting the school on Monday 18 
November. 
 

They proved to be so enthusiastic and informed that Cllr Henderson, who is on Neighbourhood Plan steering 
group, will ask pupils to address the group, as he believes youngsters should have a voice in the regeneration of 
the area. 
 
He said: “Residents, industry, trades and groups such as the Faversham Creek Trust and Faversham Society can 
all have their say, but we don’t often really listen to the views of young people and they will be the future of the 
creek.” 
 
Ideas that have been put forward for developing the area include housing, tourist attractions, recreational and 
cultural centres, a community boatyard and museum. 

 
Chloe Wood, 13, said: “The creek is just being left at the 
moment and isn’t very interesting. I think there should be a 
centre for children, or young people could get involved in 
restoring the boats.” 
 
Jack Winslade, 16, who is in the sixth form at The Abbey 
School said: “Faversham was built because of the creek 
and I’m quite keen for it to keep its maritime heritage.  The 
creek is a very important part of the history and culture of 
the town and it would be good to see a maritime museum 
there.” He added: “We still need to move with the times as 
well as maintaining the past, so if housing was allowed in 
the creek it should be tightly controlled and blocks of 
modern, luxury flats should not be allowed.” 
 

Cllr Henderson, whose Davington Priory ward encompasses the west bank of the creek, said he had been 
impressed with the idea of an education centre for young people at Standard Quay, telling the rich history of the 
town. 
 

Teaching Assistant Caroline Blythe, who organised the event, attended by 16 children, aged 11 to 17 said: “Pupils 
really enjoyed the visit by Cllr Henderson and it was nice to see so many of them involved. They came up with 
some great ideas of their own about how the creek should be developed.” 
 
Cllr Henderson said: “The children at The Abbey School were incredibly patient listening to me and really focused 
on the whole creek project, with lots of ideas coming forward. They have so much to say about the creek so we 
really ought to be talking to them.” 



 

School council raised the money for the poppy seeds to commemorate Remembrance Day.  Mrs Blythe coordinated 
this with Mr Muddle. The KS4 Horticulture group prepared the ground and hired some machinery so that the 
conditions would be perfect. Members of the council then sowed the seeds. We hope that they will self-seed and be 
a reminder to all of our students about the importance of Remembrance Day,. 

Visit to Auschwitz 
Mr Storey accompanied two sixth form students, Dan Juniper and Bobby Newton on a moving and harrowing visit 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland.  The trip was part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz 
programme which gives the opportunity for two students aged 16-18 from every school in the United Kingdom to 
visit the former Concentration and Extermination camp.  Prior to the visit the students met and listened to the 
testimony of a Holocaust survivor, Kitty Hart-Moxon, who was a little younger than the students whilst a prisoner in 
the camp.  
 
The visit gave the students an opportunity to visit both camps and see for themselves what hatred can lead to.  
They were able to see the places that Kitty had talked about and link them with her testimony.  At Auschwitz 
students saw inside a gas chamber and many of the rooms where experiments and other evil acts were carried 
out.  Inside the camp students were shocked by some of the displays, such as a room filled with hair that had 

been cut from prisoners. 
 
After looking round Auschwitz the group toured 
Birkenau, the site where most of the murders and 
exterminations took place.  The students were moved 
by the sheer size and scale of the site, and the 
eeriness of the camp.  We were able to look inside 
the accommodation buildings and see how cramped 
the conditions were.  The visit culminated in a tour of 
the Sauna and Crematorium building, this is where 
prisoners were stripped of their possessions, clothes 
and anything else they had arrived with before being 
cleaned.  Many of the prisoners were then sent to 
their death, apart from those selected to work.  
Following the tour of the site a memorial service was 
held where a Rabbi who accompanied the visit 
made an address each visitor was given a memorial 
candle to lay. 
It was an unforgettable experience, and a moving, 
harrowing and challenging day.  As a result of the 
day Bobby and Dan will be putting together an 
assembly to deliver to KS3 students about the 
Holocaust and their experiences of visiting the site.  It 
is undoubtedly an experience that will remain with 

the students and their teacher for the rest of their lives. 
 
Mr Storey quotes: “The lessons from Auschwitz scheme is a fantastic idea and it is something that I have wanted 
our students to benefit from for some time.  I personally was incredibly moved by the visit and it is something that 
The Abbey School sixth formers will be able to benefit from for years to come.  The boys will never forget the 
experience, and they have some great ideas for their follow-up project.” Dan Juniper also comments “I found the 
trip beneficial however what I witnessed was horrific and very moving.” 

Poppy sowing for Remembrance Day 


