
 

The Abbey School 
A Business and Enterprise Academy 

Key Term Dates: 

 30 Nov– Year 7 Pantomime 
Trip 

 8 Dec—Christmas Show 

 12 Dec – Year 12 Careers Fair 

 14 Dec—Carol Service 

 21 Dec – Break for Christmas 
Holidays 

 5 Jan—Students return to 
school 

 11 Jan—Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening 

 18 Jan—Year 8 Parents’ 
Evening  

___________________________ 

Work Experience Year 10 
and 12 

 
We recognise that work 
experience and volunteering is 
a very important aspect of 
positive career development 
for our students.  
 
We constantly encourage our 
students to develop their 
experiences with access to 
work placements and 
volunteering.  Our students 
have the opportunity to 
experience this in Year 10 and 
Year 12. 
 
Dates for work experience        

10-14th July 2017              
 
Further information to follow. 
 
If you have any questions 
relating to work experience 
please contact Mrs Priestley on 
the school number. 

Pupils at The Abbey School wore their army and RAF cadet uniforms to school for a 
special Armistice Day assembly. 
 
The service was led by ex-army chaplain Rev Tracey Bateson, priest in charge of the 
churches of Davington and Ospringe and missioner to west Faversham.  
Sixth form student Cpl Daniel Davies of the Air Training Corps (ATC), co-ordinated 
The Abbey School’s Remembrance commemorations, which took place throughout 
the week. He read the Ode of Remembrance at the final assembly on Friday, while 
Year 11 pupil Cpl Henry Cook (ATC), read Lest We Forget. 
 
Pupils were invited to come to school on Armistice Day wearing the uniforms of the 
organisations they belong to, and as well as military organisations, young people 
also represented the Scouts and Guides. 
 
Following the service, all staff and pupils gathered outside the school, where a short 
parade was held, before the two minutes’ silence was observed. Head teacher 
Catrin Woodend laid a wreath and spoke about the importance of Remembrance. 
“Seeing the whole school community standing in silence as a mark of respect for all 
those who have laid down their lives for others in all conflict was exceptionally 
moving. We are very proud of Daniel Davies and Henry Cook for organising the 
week of Remembrance assemblies and the final parade, a fitting tribute to mark 
Armistice Day.” 

Pupils wear uniforms with 

pride for Armistice Day  
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Welcome to our new Year 7 students 

As one year ends a new chapter begins! We have welcomed the largest number of Year 7 students (197) and they 
have made the best impressions on staff—they are smart, polite and have settled in very well to their academic and extra 
curricular life.  
 
Year 7 students have already taken part in a number of events, for example, the Learning to Learn day and the charity 
Sponsored Walk which has helped them gel as a team. The Peer Mentors of years 8-13 have met the year 7’s in a special 
Breakfast Buddy event. 

Testimony of how the year group has settled is that the vast majority volunteered to be guides in the Open Evening and Open 
Mornings. We received the highest numbers ever in our five Open Mornings with lots of parents and pupils from primary schools 
further afield than normal i.e Challock, Chilham, Herne Hill and Sittingbourne primaries.  
 
I would like to extend a special welcome to new Year 7 and their parents. We are looking for new recruits to join our successful 
PTFA and also if any parents would like to become Business Mentors for Year 12 and 13. Please contact me through Mrs 
Newton to learn more. 

Goodbye to our Year 13 students 

We are immensely proud of the achievements of our Year 13 students. We saw an improvement in students results this academic 
year with excellent outcomes in BTEC subjects with 59% achieving Distinction*/Distinction. 
 
This has allowed our Sixth formers to embark on their first choice of University, apprenticeship, or career in the world of work. 
September marked a really important and exciting time for 37 students embarking upon the first month of their University 
experience. An additional 15 students achieved apprenticeships and all other students have employment with training. 
 
This year the Degree courses chosen range from Criminology, Finance, Animal Science, International Business, Midwifery, Art, 
Sports Science to Sociology and Politics. We have students spread across the country from Kent University to Liverpool and 
Loughborough. We wish all of them every success and look forward to welcoming them back in the future to give fellow students 
sound advice on University life. 
 
Throughout the year the School has had fantastic support from Kent 
University, University of Creative Arts and Christ Church University who 
all encourage students by providing insights into University life, the 
UCAS  Application process and Student Finance information. This is a 
list of universities  to which some of our Year 13 students have gone: 
Kent, Coventry, Canterbury Christchurch, UCA, Sheffield, Plymouth, Royal 
Holloway, Bath, Portsmouth, Anglia Ruskin, and BIMM London. 
Mrs C Woodend 

Headteacher 

“We have welcomed the largest number of Year 7 students (197)” 



Welcome to our new staff who have joined us in  
September 

Mr P Butler joining the Business Studies Department, Mr R Wade for Science, Ms B Tillotson  for Geography/Science, 
Miss L Bishop for English, Miss C Palmer in Maths, Miss S Brennan is joining History/Re, Mr E Lloyd for Business 
Studies, Mr R Shepherd is now the Head of Learning for French, Miss T Rogers is the new Head of Learning for 
Performing Arts, Miss R Leslie joins the MFL department, Mr M Gibbs for Music and Mr J Goldhawk is joining the 
Maths Department. 
 
We welcome you all and you have all settled in very quickly! 

 
 
 
 

Ypres Trip—Remembrance Day  
11th November 2016 

On Friday 11th 
November 3 Abbey 
School 6th Form 
students had the 
honour of taking 
part in an 
international 
remembrance 
event in Ypres, 
Belgium. 
 
Megan Smith, 
Michaela Potter 
and Rebekah 
Wotton, 
accompanied by 
Mr Cloke, set off 
from Sittingbourne 
at 4am to take part 
in the annual 
Mayor of Swale's 

Journey of Remembrance, arriving in time to participate in the Poppy Parade through Ypres.  Although other schools for 
the UK and indeed the rest of the world were present, only schools in the Swale area had the opportunity to take part in 
the parade itself, carrying symbolic poppy petals from the Ypres Cloth Hall to the iconic Menin Gate.  
 
The students were able to pay their respects to those from all nations who died in the First World War in Ypres, and 

elsewhere. They also remained mindful of the wider importance of 
remembrance of those who suffered-and continue to suffer- in wars around the 
world. As the Last Post was sounded, and poppy petals fluttered down from the 
roof of the Menin gate, the meaning of remembrance was fully appreciated by 
the many people from all over the world who had the honour to be present. 
 
The students also visited the 'In Flanders Fields' museum, and paid their respects 
at the Tyne Cot British and Commonwealth Cemetery. At the end of the visit, 
among almost 12,000 identical white gravestones (most marking unknown 
burials), one grave became a focus for our 
thoughts: Private H. Boorman. Died aged 
27 on the 4th day of August, 1917. 
Husband of Bessie May Boorman of  22 
King's Road, Faversham, Kent. As his 
epitaph stated: "Ever living in the hearts 
that loved him. Loving wife and children". 
We will remember them. 



'Exam results in KS5 improved once again in 2015/16. Results in vocational subjects, which now make up well over 1/2 of 
entries, were extremely positive with about 30% students all gaining a minimum of 2 A*-A grades and 20% gaining 3 or 
more A*-A grades. In A-levels, C grades or better were achieved in the majority of qualifications and accounted for a third of 
all results. GCSE re-takes in English and Maths continued to see positive results with a wide range of C grades or better for 
students; equally results in Year 12 were really positive which bodes well for the future of our students.  
 
The International Baccalaureate Careers Programme (IBCP), in its first full year, saw some outstanding results from a small 
cohort. The school is pressing ahead with its application for International Baccalaureate School Status, an accolade which will 
be unique amongst state schools in the Swale and Canterbury area. From 2 IB Diploma subjects offered in 2013/14, the 
school is excited that current Year 11s will be able to choose from 10 IB Diploma subjects alongside a growing range of 
vocational subjects. 
 
Most importantly of all, we yet again saw 100% of students leave the 6th Form at the end of Year 13 with a destination 
confirmed. Whilst university is still the most widely preferred choice, Level 3 and higher apprenticeships are growing rapidly 
whilst employment is still the right route for an important percentage of our students.' 

Examination Success at Key Stage 5 
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The success of year 11 students at The Abbey School was celebrated in August with 49% of year 11 students attaining a pass 

grade in both English and Maths. Notably, 56% gained at least five pass grades – an increase from 53% in 2015 and 45% in 

2014. 

It is of some significance that results in the EBacc have continued to improve this year, led in no small part by some impressive 
individual performances by students in modern foreign languages with 74% achieving A*-C in French. This underlines the 
importance that the school places upon its core curriculum and the international dimension. Indeed, increasing numbers of 
students now choose to progress to study the International Baccalaureate Career-related programme within the Sixth Form – 
the only school to offer such a curriculum within the local area. 
 
Catrin Woodend, Headteacher of The Abbey School said, ‘We are extremely proud of the achievements of all of our students. 
As ever, our students have worked very hard and one can only admire the determination of those young people that have 
strived to reach their potential. These academic results are built on the strong relationships promoted at the school and the 
commitment of all staff members and parents.’ 

 
Time is, as always, flying by particularly for those students in Year 11 preparing for their terminal examinations.  No longer an 
empty stretch of road ahead of them, students are now planning forward and working steadily in order to achieve their goals.   
To support students with this, additional lessons are being held after school with subject specialists, these sessions timetabled 
and displayed in tutor rooms to enable students to plan their time and avoid clashes. 
 
For those needing a little extra help and guidance, a quiet place to work, time at a computer or one to one input, there is the 
opportunity to attend pre-arranged catch-up classes during the school day.  These sessions are not subject specific but they are 
fully staffed and resourced. A regular slot throughout the term or a block of lessons for a finite period of time, can be extremely 
beneficial when work has been missed or it feels like the pile is getting to hard to handle alone. 

Examination Preparation for Year 11 students 

Examination Success at Key Stage 4 

Year 11 RE GCSE Revision 
 
Our Year 11's will be in full-on GCSE revision mode for their RE exam as soon as they come back in Term 3. Mr Cooper, Head of 
Religion, has produced an 80 page revision guide that all students will be using in class. 
The guide covers: 
1. Key Christian concepts for Paper 01 & 02 
2. Key words 
3. Revision activities and lessons 
4.    AQA past paper exam practices 
These guides are FREE, and Mr Cooper will be placing it on Show My Homework as a PDF 
document that all students and parents can download to their PC's, laptops, tablets, phones, 
Kindles and other smart devices. 
 
 



Reading 

Interventions—Supporting our Students 

Reading for enjoyment is a main focus for all students at the Abbey and Accelerated Reader 
provides a vehicle for guided book choices as well as tracking comprehension through quizzes 
on books read. Years 7 and 8 are encouraged to have a library book with them at all times as 
there are opportunities throughout the school day for catching up on the latest instalment of their 
current book and there is no substitute for reading as much fiction as possible.  
 
Year 7 have made an excellent start on Accelerated Reader with 181 students taking at least one quiz within the first 
few weeks of their time at the Abbey. By 5th October the Year group had achieved an average pass rate of 83.8% on 
249 quizzes. Students are awarded house points for their achievement on quizzes and Accelerated Reader celebration 

assemblies recognise their commitment to reading. 
 
Please support your child in this endeavour by encouraging daily reading. 

 
 

One of the interventions we provide to support literacy is the Units of Sound Programme.  This is a 
structured, cumulative, multisensory programme that teaches reading, spelling and writing skills.  

This is delivered to students, who have been identified as having literacy difficulties, from Year 7 through to Year 10.  The 
level at which the students’ work is set is variable and ensures that each student is working according to their individual 
needs.  The aim is to achieve a demonstrable improvement in students’ literacy by progression through the three stages.   
 
In addition to this, we deliver small group literacy interventions to years 7 and 8 which focus on a specific area to be 
improved.  Students are selected from data which shows how much progress they are making.  They will receive six 
sessions over the course of six weeks.  Students who are not making sufficient progress will be selected for this 
intervention.  We also run numeracy interventions along the same lines as the literacy interventions.  Interventions to 
provide basic maths skills are delivered to Year 7 students as identified by assessments carried out by the Maths 
department. 
 
We also offer interventions to Year 11 students for support with coursework and homework.  Teaching staff can put 
forward names of students who require this intervention but the responsibility for collecting appropriate work and 
understanding what they need to do lies with the student.  This is to encourage them to become independent learners 
but in an environment where support is still available if needed. As Intervention Tutors we have also, over the course of 
several years, run a numeracy workshop on the Learn to Learn day that is held for Year 7 students.  We combine physical 
activity with mental activity and team work.  The students always seem to enjoy these sessions – particularly as they are 
not what they were expecting! 

Literacy and Numeracy 

 School Counsellor     LIFT (local inclusion forum team) 
 EAL Basic Skills—Literacy and Numeracy  EAL GCSE and A Level in first language   
 Maths and Literacy Intervention   Volunteers 
 Speech and Language—Word Challenge  Accelerated Reading 
 Sounds Write     Speech and Language—Thinking schools 
 Exam Invigilation     Student Voice/House System 
 Speech and Language— in class support  Teaching Assistants 
 Handwriting      Reading Challenge 
 GCSE Coursework     Pastoral 
 Speech and Language—Talk 4 writing   Early Help 
 Units of sound     Speech and Language—Lego intervention 
 EAL Basic Skills—Literacy and Numeracy  Units of sound 
 Maths and Literacy Intervention   Speech and Language—Talk 4 writing 
 Speech and Language—Word Challenge  GCSE Coursework 
 Sounds Write     Handwriting 
 Exam Invigilation     Speech and Language— in class support 
 

Other ways we support our students... 
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Auschwitz Trip 

On Thursday 3rd November, two Abbey School 6th Form students took part in a 
visit to Poland with the Holocaust Educational Trust.  
 
As part of the Lessons From Auschwitz programme Ellie Partis and Phoebe 
Nicholson, accompanied by Mr. Cloke, visited the sites of Auschwitz I and 
Auschwitz II Birkenau in an emotional and challenging day learning about the 
horrendous crimes of the Nazis. Between 1941 and 1945 1.2 million people, 
mostly Jews, were worked, shot, starved, beaten or gassed to death by the Nazis 
as part of their so-called 'Final Solution' to the 'Jewish Problem'. 
 
The day culminated in a moving ceremony at the International Auschwitz 
memorial within the Birkenau death camp site, where Rabbi Garson of Elstree 
Synagogue eloquently linked the atrocities of 70 years ago to the challenges still 
facing an uncertain and changing world today. It was a difficult but exceptionally 
worthwhile day that will forever live in the memory of those who took part. The image of 
hundreds of candles lining the notorious rails that carried so many to their deaths remains as 
a symbol of remembrance and of hope for the future. 
 
Ellie Partis: 
"Today I experienced a life-changing moment that is going to stick with me forever. Furthering 
my knowledge of the Holocaust made me speechless- lost for words about what has 
happened to the poor victims. A lesson that I learnt today was to realise how grateful I am to 
have a choice and a voice, whereas the poor victims of Auschwitz did not. The most 
memorable moment for me was walking down the path which lead to the death of so many, 
which they only walked one way- which was the end of their life. I was able to walk the other 
way too. It made me feel uneasy as the poor people who lost their lives were just humans- 
like us. We have homes and families to go home to. For them it was the end". 
 
Phoebe Nicholson: 
"The most memorable part of the day for me was when I saw all the hair of the victims. This 
not only moved me but made me realise just how many victims there really were. Another 
moment that made me realise this was the book containing every vicitim's name. it made me feel sick and so sad that this 
book went from one end of the room to the other. Lastly, what emotionally stayed with me the most was the videos of 
memories of how people lived before all this happened. They lived such happy, normal lives- like us. This made me want to 
just cry and cry- how such innocent people can be treated in such a cruel manner truly me feel not only angry but 
heartbroken". 

More Students’ visits... 

On 14 September, Year 11 Leisure & Tourism students had a 
research and fact-finding trip to Thorpe Park. Students had the 
opportunity to look into: 
 
1. The type of business it is 
2. Health and Safety and Security for customers 
3. The services it provides to customers, and how it does this 
4. The general feel and atmosphere of the place 
5.   The way it presents and promotes its image 
 
They are now engaged in writing a 2000 word controlled assessment, which is worth 60% 
of their final mark. 

“A lesson I have learnt today was to realise how grateful I am to have a choice and a 
voice.” 



Sporting Success!  

On Thursday 13th October, 13 Abbey school girls attended Strood Leisure Centre to take 
part in the Kent FA girls football festival. The day kicked off with a warm up involving 210 

girls from schools all across Kent, followed by a day filled with fun football activities.  
 
The sessions that ran throughout the day included skills and drills, interactive games, mini matches and a refereeing 
workshop. Also on offer was a range of innovative equipment, including an inflatable pitch, speed cage, target shoot, 
quick feet and batak boards.  The girls were treated to a couple of star guests for the day. One of the stars was 
Charlotte Lade, who is one of the world’s leading professional football freestylers, who throughout the day, 
demonstrated her amazing tricks and skills. The young athletes had the opportunity to meet the other star, Georgina 
Giddings from the Millwall Lionesses, to discuss life as a semi-professional footballer and the opportunities available 
to pursue women’s football.  
 
Both our Under 16’s and Under 13’s girls’ football teams took part in a football tournament, where they played 4 other 
schools in Kent. The Under 16’s team won 3 out of their 4 games, in one of the games they sought revenge by 
beating a local school after losing to them previously in a school league game.  The Under 13’s girls’ team were 
equally as successful with their run of games, also winning 3 out of the 4 in total. One of which, they triumphed over 
another school beating them a whopping 17-0!!  This was not the only success of the day; Beth Dunkin was scouted, 
to attend a refereeing course, which she starts soon. 
 
The football girls celebrated their day of success at the pamper station, where they had the opportunity to have their 
hair done and have the Abbey school logo painted on their face. Overall the girls had a great day, and had so much 
fun! The day helped build the girls’ confidence and was a great opportunity for them to showcase their talent. 

A small group of 6th form Health and Social Care students visited an NHS careers 
fair at Dover Docks on Wednesday 5th October.  
 
There were representatives there from many different NHS professions such as 
Midwifery, Nursing, Paramedics, Occupational Health, Forensic Science, Optometry 
and many others. As well as this there were representatives from local universities 
and colleges on hand to give students information on courses available. 



Girls’ P.E have had a brilliant start to the term with many 
football matches for students in years 7-11. The U16 team 
have not had a great start as they lost their District Friendly 
but they are awaiting their cup match next term. Good luck 
to those girls! 
 
On the other hand, the U13 and U14 teams have been 
playing extremely well and their teams have become 
stronger due to many new talented players joining from the 
new Year 7 intake. Both teams have played in 2 cup  games 
this term and attended a fantastic friendly tournament at 
Queen Elizabeth School. Well done to all students who took 
part, you have done amazingly well! 
 
Next two games coming up are two Football festivals in 
Gillingham and Rochester for U13 and U15 teams. 
 
Years 9,10 and 11 students in Girls’ P.E. have had the 
opportunity to take part in Boxercise during lessons from a 
qualified instructor. All students are enjoying these lessons 
and relishing the opportunity to take part in a new sport on 
the curriculum. 
 
 
 “Well done to all students who took part, you have been amazing well!” 

Welcome to our newly trained Peer mentors. Our peer mentors are 
helping new year 7 students to settle in. 
We are off to a flying start with charity fund raising for Macmillan cancer 
research and Dementia care.  
 
We continue our training and this term we are looking at all aspects of 
bullying and its effects. 
 
Peer mentors are on duty at break and lunchtime everyday in the hall and 
in their Peer Mentor room in B block. Always a friendly face to talk to! 

More sporting success! 
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Welcome Peer Mentors! 

Kent County U15’s Girls Captain 

Congratulations to Lauren Hunt (Year 10)  who has been made Kent 
County U15’s Girls Captain for the 2016-17 season in Rugby.  
 
She is truly honoured and proud to be given such an important role 
for Kent. Kent’s first game took place on 30 October against Herts 
and saw Lauren lead her team to a 22-12 victory! 



Extra-Curricular Clubs 
for Terms 1 & 2 

 
Mondays: 
Cinema Club: All 
years, B11, Lunchtime  
Games Club: All years, 
B17, 3.20-4.20pm 
Art Club: All years, S1, 
3.20-4.30pm 
 
Tuesdays: 
Library Book Club: All 
years, LRC, 3.20-
4.15pm 
Girls Basketball 
Fixtures, Invite only, 
Sports Hall, 3.20-
onwards 
Choir, Years 7 and 8, 
Outdoor Classroom, 
8.50-9.20am 
 
Wednesdays: 
Boys Basketball 
Training, All years, 
Sports Hall, 3.20-
4.30pm 
Magic Mike’s IT Club, 
All years, B13, 
Lunchtime 
Samba, Years 7 and 8, 
Outdoor Classroom, 
8.50-9.20am 
 
Thursdays: 
Two Thirty Club, All 
years, LRC, 2.30-
3.20pm 
Spanish Club, Years 9-
11, C14, Lunchtime 
 
Fridays: 
Crafts and Textiles 
Club, Years 7 and 8, 
C7, Lunchtime 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey School wins grant to 
strengthen bond with school in 

Tahiti 

Staff and 
pupils at The 
Abbey School 
are celebrating 
after being 
granted 
€43,000 to 
continue their 
partnership 
with a school 
in Tahiti. 
 
The Abbey 
School has 
received three 
visits from 
teachers and 
pupils of the 
Lycée 

Polyvalent de Taaone in Tahiti, French Polynesia, while 10 pupils from The Abbey 
School went to Tahiti in April 2015. 
 
The latest sum, confirmed in August, comes from Erasmus+ funding and brings 
the total amount awarded to the school from EU educational programmes since 
2009 to €227,000. 
 
Rebecca Haran, international co-ordinator at The Abbey said that the funding has 
opened up opportunities for pupils to travel, improving language skills and 
enhancing cultural knowledge, as well as offering staff the chance to train in 
Europe. 
 
She said:  “The funding we have received has enabled us to send pupils to 
partner schools in countries such as Italy, Germany, Cyprus and Tahiti and has 
been life-changing.” Miss Haran added: “It comes at an exciting time as it will 
allow us to offer cultural exchanges 
to our sixth form students who are 
following the International 
Baccalaureate careers programme.” 
 
The Abbey School was approved to 
offer the International Baccalaureates 
Career-related Programme in 2014. It 
was also granted the International 
Schools Award in 2011 by the British 
Council, the highest standard for 
schools promoting an international 
dimension, with which it was 
reaccredited in 2014. 
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Term 1 Inter House Quiz got off to a 
buzz in the main hall with all the Year 
7 students battling it out. Voyager 
were victorious with their general 
knowledge answers seeing them 
romp to first place.  
 
Students have been asked over the 
House Week to complete a number of challenges and activities to 
gain house points for themselves and their House. Mr Dannell has 
coordinated this event and has been well received by all students 
- there are lots of prizes up for grabs! 
 
The success of the sponsored walk, the non uniform day and 
charity activities have ensured that the House team have been 
busy and students are well on their way to collecting individual 
house points. House Points can be redeemed by logging onto the 
House Zone on the VLE and browsing through the selection of 
prizes.     
 
Congratulations to Endeavour who are currently leading the way in 
the House Point race! 
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House Week kicks 
the term off! 

Breaking the Cycle 

Year 8 and 9 had a thought provoking afternoon with our 
visiting guest speakers "Breaking the Cycle" - students heard 
two stories from our speakers.   
 
The first story was told by Glenn who explained that as a 
promising footballer he had been on a night out when he 
was in his teens.  Through no fault of his own he was 
stabbed in the back and paralysed. He will be in a 
wheelchair for the rest of his life.  He described his two 
disabilities - the physical one of being in a wheelchair and also an internal disability of hate/anger.  He told his life story how, 
after overcoming his physical difficulties and accepting his physical condition, he began to forgive the perpetrator of the knife 
crime.  He asked students to look at their lives, the decisions that they were making and to be kinder to each other. Forget the 
petty squabbles and do not let them lead into bigger conflicts.    
 
The second story, told by Ethan,  explained how he has turned his life around from a life of gang crime and dangerous living to 
a more stable, positive lifestyle.  He told the story of how the murder of his friend was a turning point and that in order to move 
on in his life he had to forgive - the murderer, himself and his father (who he blamed for his life of crime).  
 
Students were given a book "Breaking the Cycle" of lots of short stories of similar experiences where forgiveness had been 
prevalent.  
 
Mrs Page, PSHE co-ordinator, said, "Having the speakers from Breaking the Cycle share their life stories and life lessons is an 
invaluable way of showing our students how forgiveness can lead to a more positive life.  We all have disagreements but it is 
how we deal with them that matters.  Sound advice was given that our students need to talk about their issues - to a friend, a 
teacher, a parent, anyone! We are lucky in The Abbey School to have a range of students and staff who are always listen.  Our 
pastoral team are excellent and our Peer Mentors are also a first point of call.  I hope that any student who was listening to the 
talk now feels like they could forgive the little things rather than taking revenge as a solution." 



 

Our term 6 charity last year was the Hawk Conservancy Trust who came into school with three of the birds from the 
Trust in Hampshire.  

Along with the usual £1 non-uniform money, a raffle was held which raised over £100 in itself. Mr Muddle’s Land 
Based Science students received a talk from Miriam Nicholls from the Trust which the students paid close attention to 
and asked lots of questions afterwards. The grand total for the fundraising came to £450 which Bradley and the Trust 
were very pleased with.  

The money raised is going towards a new way of dealing with a chemical that is poisoning vultures and the Trust’s 
international Vulture conservation programme and specially designed poison response kits are being developed to 
help sanitise the environment from a deadly poison that kills hundreds of vultures in just one incident. With new kits 
costing £300 and replacement materials costing £150, one new kit and one replacement will be purchased with the 
money raised by the school.  

This will save hundreds of vultures from being poisoned and also keep other animals from harm. Bradley went to the 
Trust in Hampshire on the 17th September 2016 to present them with the total, seen in the photo with Miriam and 
Bradley holding ‘Fagin’ an African Hooded Vulture which is one of the birds in the wild that will benefit from the project.  

An article made it into the ‘Faversham Times’ paper shortly after the event took place. Bradley and the Trust wish to 
thank the staff and students for their support with this project. 
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‘Hawk Conservancy Trust Fundraising 



 

Creek Nautical Festival 
 
Students’ art work was 
displayed at the 
Creek’s Nautical 
Festival in Faversham 
during the Summer 
Holidays.  A big thank 
you to all students 
who were involved. It 
was a very proud day 
for their parents to 
witness them win a 
trip on a barge and 
some vouchers! 

 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey School  
teachers are star bakers! 

 
Teachers at The Abbey School got baking to raise money for Macmillan in a Great 
British Bake Off-style contest. 
 
Billed as the Great Abbey School Bake Off, more than 30 teachers showed off their 
skills in the kitchen and brought an array of sweet treats into school from chocolate 
and fudge cakes, mint Aero cake, Victoria sponges, marmalade and fruit cake. 
 
Judging the creations were Headteacher Catrin Woodend, playing the part of Mary 
Berry and Deputy Headteacher Kevin Dickens, who was Paul Hollywood for the day.   
All cakes were blind-tasted and History teacher Mr Cloke, was declared star baker for 
his tasty victoria sponge!  
 
English and Performing Arts teacher Mrs Page arranged the bake-off contest that 
raised £150 for Macmillan’s World’s Biggest Coffee Morning. She said: "The Great 
Abbey School Bake Off was the idea of a house team. Staff have contributed to 
Macmillan’s World’s biggest Coffee Morning for some years but we wanted to reach 
out to staff who might not always find the time to whip up a storm in the kitchen. 
“Staff were invited to bake it or fake it and we were delighted with the high number of 
entries, which must be a record.” “Our own Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood- style 
judges were the icing on the cake to a really successful day.” 
 
We even made it into Faversham News! 
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