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Key Term Dates: 4
14 Feb: Students
break up for half
term
24 Feb: Students
return back to school
5 Mar: KS5 Parents
Evening
6 Mar: World Book
Day
21 Mar: Sports Relief
non uniform day
24 Mar: Science
week
27 Mar: Prize Giving
4 April: Students
break for Easter
holidays

Record results put Abbey in
Top 100 schools in England
Student achievement at The Abbey School has once again been recognised in the
government league tables. The school is placed 68th out of 3502 schools in England and
ranked second in Kent judged on pupil progress. This follows record examination results for
the fifth year running with over half of the students achieving five C grades or better
including English and Maths.
This is a very important measure as it shows the added value that is made from primary
school to the end of year 11. The average grade achieved was a B- with many students
achieving A* and A grades.

Gillingham Football Club Training on 3G Pitch:
On Thursday 30 January 2014 Mrs Woodend welcomed Gillingham
Football Club as we stepped in to lend them the use of our 3G pitch for
training, due to the flooding of their own pitch. This was in preparation
for their game on Saturday (1.2.2014) against Port Vale. which they
won 3-2..
Following this, the Gillingham team utilised our 3G pitch again on
Tuesday 11 February
for training and our
students took the
opportunity to watch
them in action.

Indoor Athletics Championships
On Wednesday 29th January a team of Yr7 and 8 boys and girls competed at the Aviva Indoor Athletics Championships which were
held at Herne Bay High. The event was attended by nine other schools of which two would qualify from these regional
championships into the County Finals.
Unfortunately, we didn't quite make the final cut but we did
have some stand-out performances to be proud of:
From the girls: Summer Mount, Alice Jones,
Lauren Hunt and Ethie Scott were all
victorious and from the boys, Tom Mitchell,
Patrick Lyle-Condon and the relay team of
Ed Muddiman, Jake Abrahart, Mackenzie Mount and
Lucas Nicholson were gold medal
winning heroes.

Abbey pupils
cycle to Great Ormond Street
A trio of determined pupils pedalled their way to Great Ormond Street on Sunday 12 January to raise money
for the London children’s hospital.
Organiser Elliott Diamond, 16, was accompanied by fellow Year 11
pupils James Harris and Liam Lawrence, both aged 15, together with
PE teacher Mr Cassidy who acted as a support for the boys.
Elliott, who celebrated his 16th birthday on the day of the ride, said
that completing the 54-mile journey was a tough challenge. He said:
“The hardest part was cycling up Shooter’s Hill, near Blackheath, as
it’s uphill for around three quarters of a mile and I thought I would
never make it – but I pushed through in the end.”
The team had practised for the challenge by cycling from Faversham
to Canterbury and out to Conyer. Elliott said that on arrival at Great
Ormond Street the team had refreshments in the cafe and saw a
number of sick children in the wards.
He said: “When I saw the sick children it really hit home how
important it was that we had raised the funds.
“Being in the hospital was heart-wrenching and it puts things into
perspective and made us realise how lucky we are. It was great to
see the money was going to such a good cause.”
The boys raised a total of £1,200 for Great Ormond Street Hospital and team member James said: “We met
one very ill child and seeing him made us feel proud that we had done something to help the hospital
continue its work and of the amount of money we have raised. We completed the journey with no injuries and
our parents are proud of us.”
The boys’ parents had followed behind in their cars and met
them at the hospital at the end of the ride. Elliott said his
motivation in organising the challenge was to do something
good for charity and he chose Great Ormond Street because it
cares for children and people of his own age.
PE teacher Mr Cassidy said:“Elliott, James and Liam planned the
charity cycle ride with meticulous detail and have contributed
significantly in their own way to an incredible cause. A highlight
of the day was the way pupils and their parents worked
together to achieve something special for the benefit of sick
children at Great Ormond Street Hospital.”

Well done guys!

Year 7 Accelerated Reader
The Year 7s have been using Accelerated Reader, a new venture recently
purchased by the school, for just over two months. It is a computer based
monitoring programme that encourages students to obtain optimal reading
growth as well as providing extensive data. The initial results are proving to be
exceptionally positive with some students achieving growth of over two years in
their reading age; an initiative that has the potential to benefit all curriculum areas.

Rhiannon Roberts
inspires students with Welsh art
Painter Rhiannon Roberts left her native Wales to spend a day as our
artist-in-residence. A watercolour specialist, Rhiannon’s cheerful creations
show seascapes and characterful houses in a range of bright hues. She
applies her whimsical style to a range of prints, cards, coasters, keyrings and
fridge magnets, as well as to producing original canvas paintings. Rhiannon
showcased her work to pupils in Year 7, 11 and 12 and also spoke to them
about marketing their work and becoming a commercial artist. As a school
that specialise in business and enterprise and encourages young artists to use their skills to establish
successful careers in the creative industries. Psychology graduate Rhiannon, decided to pursue her love of art
after leaving university and inspired pupils and staff with her story.
Head of Art, Mrs Jones said: “It was fantastic to have Rhiannon Roberts visit the Abbey School’s art department.
Pupils were highly engaged and fascinated by her story of how she became a successful artist, and of the
innovative ways she markets her work. They were also able to appreciate Rhiannon's unique and colourful
approach to painting and I was very proud of how well they listened and the intelligent questions they asked.”
Aimee Nicholls, 15, attended the workshop and said: “Rhiannon’s art work is very creative and she taught us
how to develop our own style. Her visit was very insightful.”
Teaching assistant Mrs Jones said: “Rhiannon’s story of her art
career has been an inspiration to all. Pupils were buzzing with
questions and were so enthusiastic about her visit. She is a
talented artist and it was a pleasure to see her work.”
Is you want to see any of Rhiannon's work she will be will be
exhibiting her work at The Horsebridge Arts & Community Centre
in Whitstable from August 13 to August 27 and her art work can
be seen at www.rhiannonart.co.uk

Lille Trip
Christmas Market
On Tuesday 17th December, the MFL department accompanied 61 students from Year 7 to
Lille Christmas Market for the day. Students from both French and Spanish were invited, as the
trip was designed to be a cultural experience as well as an opportunity to practice the
language that the students have already learnt since starting at the Abbey School.
The students were given time to do Christmas shopping, encouraged to interact with the
locals, and some even bravely ventured onto the large Ferris wheel that is present in Lille
during the festive season!

Extra Curricular
Clubs
MONDAYS:
Boys Football (training)
Sports Hall, 3.20pm —
4:30pm
Dance GCSE: invite only,
Dance Studio, 3.20pm—
4:30pm
Girls Football All years,
Sports Hall, 3.20pm—
4:30pm
TUESDAYS:
All stars book club: All
Years, LRC, 3.30-4.15pm

If you like to be challenged solve my riddles:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What comes down but never goes up?
I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short when I’m old. What am I?
Mary’s father has 5 daughters – Nana, Nene, Nini, Nono. What is the fifth daughters name?
In a one-storey pink house, there was a pink person, a pink cat, a pink fish, a pink
computer, a pink chair, a pink table, a pink telephone, a pink shower– everything
was pink! What colour were the stairs?
Try not to cheat but if you are stuck the answers are below

International Guest from Tahiti

Don’t Forget

Art Class & Homework
Club, All Years, S1, 3.304.30pm

'Lycée Polyvalent de TAAONE school in Tahiti, French
Polynesia are due to visit us during March 2014. Students
and staff from The Abbey School will then return the visit
in April 2015'. The photo below shows Miss Haran,
Mrs Woodend and Mr. Deane from the school in Tahiti
during his initial visit last week.

Girls Basketball: All Years,
Sports Hall, 3.20pm—
4:30pm
WEDNESDAYS:
Lazerlight: All students, B1,
Lunchtime

Valentines Day
Friday 14th February

Dance Club: All Years, Girls,
A18, 3.20-4.30pm
Gardening Club: All Years
(Term 4), Greenhouses, 3.30
-4.30pm

Swimmer Chris Cook Returns

Badminton Club: All Years,
Hall, 3.20-4.30pm

We welcomed back Double Commonwealth swimming champion Chris Cook who
chose The Abbey School to host a review of the Kent Schools’ Education Olympic
Legacy Programme on Thursday 30 January.

THURSDAYS:
Two Thirty Clubs: at 2.30pm
every Thursday in the LRC,
sign up with Mrs. George in
the School Office

GB swimmer Chris, who represented his country for 10 years, reaching Olympic, world
and European finals, talked to eight schools about progress made since London
2012. Chris has developed the INSPIRE to achieve and celebrate programme, which
embraces Olympic and Paralympic values, encouraging pupils to reach sporting,
educational and personal goals.

Boys Football (fixtures):
Sports Hall, 3.20pm
FRIDAYS:
Games Club: All Years, B17,
Lunchtime

It was a welcome return for the sports star, who first visited The Abbey School in
September. PE teacher Danielle Muckian, who co-ordinates the INSPIRE programme,
said she was delighted that Chris had chosen the school to host the review.
As well as Herne Bay High and Canterbury Academy, schools attended from across
the county and there were more than 20 delegates on the day.
Miss Muckian said: "The review day was a great opportunity for all schools involved
to share their experiences of running the programme and to exchange ideas and
resources, making INSPIRE even better for pupils." She added: "The Abbey School will
now produced a case study of the positive impact
that the INSPIRE programme has had on its pupils
to share with other schools in the district."
Schools attending the day were Herne Bay High
School; Canterbury Academy; Dane Court Grammar
School; Sandling Primary School; Regis Manor CP
School; Teynham CEP, Hadlow School
and Aylesford Primary School.

Riddle Answers:
1. Rain
2. A Candle
3. Mary
4. There were no stairs, its a
one storey house

