
 
 

 

 

I N S I D E :  

I N F O R M A T I O N  

Key Term Dates: 
 
23 Feb: Back to school 
4 Mar: Sixth Form  
Parents’ Evening 
5 Mar: World Book Day 
11 Mar: Year 8 Blue 
Pathway Evening 
18 Mar: Year 8 Yellow 
& Green Pathway 
Evening 
20 Mar: Red Nose 
Day 
26 Mar: Year 7  
Parents’ Evening 
31 Mar: In school 
Prize Giving 
1 Apr: Break up for 
Easter Holidays 
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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
You will have heard in the news and read in the newspapers of the many changes that have occurred, and 
continue to occur, in public examinations at GCSE and A Level—all of which will affect our students in the future. 
There is a far greater emphasis on ‘knowledge’, i.e. learning factual information, and the examination papers 
last year were undoubtedly harder in terms of question style with greater scrutiny on spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
We, as a school, will be preparing our students from an early age in Year 7 on how to tackle and cope with 
the rigours of formal exams, including giving advice and guidance on ‘revision techniques’. However, as 
parents/carers, you will need to support your children in completing regular homework and/or coursework  
and in actually revising for examinations. 
 
I feel it is, therefore, appropriate that all parents are aware of what is happening in school to support, and this 
edition of the newsletter focuses on Year 11, followed by Year 12/13 and Year 7-10 in subsequent editions. 
Our aim is that all students achieve their ‘personal best’ irrespective of their starting points in Year 7. We  
believe all students are capable of leaving us in Year 13 with excellent CV’s ready to face the challenging 
world ahead. 
 
Mrs C Woodend 
Headteacher 

Year 11: Are we ready yet? 

‘If U Care Share 
Foundation’ are a 
charity promoting 
emotional well 
being in young 
people. Their 3 aims 
are prevention, 
intervention and 
support of those 
who are bereaved 
by suicide. Mrs 
Sauntry put forward 
for this charity for our 
non uniform day to 
help raise money. 

Headteacher’s Message 

Spring is definitely on its way which means exam fever will 
not be far behind. Class tests, walking talking mocks, pre 
public exams, intervention in school, extra classes after 
school and holiday sessions are all part of the everyday 
vernacular of our Year 11 students, as we prepare together 
for the summer GCSE examinations. 
 
We know how hard the vast majority of our students are 
working to ensure they achieve the best results they are 
capable of. We also appreciate that this can be really  
difficult and possibly the hardest challenge of all is 
maintaining a healthy balance and positive outlook. 
 
No student is alone in this process of preparation. We are 
here to offer support and guidance every step of the way. 
Were you aware that within the Upper School we offer a 
wide range of support? For instance: 
 

 First port of call for questions, worries, concerns about 
Year 11 with advice and support from Mrs Farmer 
and Mrs Shaddick 

 Exam Stress Buster sessions—to help relieve your 
nerves and build your confidence, run by Miss James 

 The CCCU ‘Exam Skills’ workshop will be repeated in 
Term 5 – please see Miss James or Miss Muckian to 
sign up 

 Opportunity to visit local businesses that offer 
apprenticeships 

 ‘Career Crowd’ will be visiting us again 

 After school revision and intervention clubs 

 Half term revision and intervention 

 Easter holiday revision and intervention 



 

 

Published below you will find the information regarding the additional lessons running during the week and over 
the February half term. Those of you who need to attend to catch-up on missed work, complete controlled 
assessments or get some extra hours in, will know, while those who would like to attend are always welcome. 
Dates to keep in mind while planning ahead are Monday 13th—Thursday 16th April of the Easter holiday, as 
revision sessions will be running for numerous subjects over the course of those four days. Please find Mrs Lucas 
for any additional information. 
 
Please remember the Upper School Team are always available to answer questions, big or small, and the office 
is always open to help. Currently we are supporting students finalise applications for their Post 16 courses; 
helping with interview techniques and providing references. We also have the facilities to support those needing 
to catch up on outstanding work; who need time out or a quiet space to work for a short time. By liaising closely 
with class teachers and tracking work set and completed, this means there is minimum disruption to student 
work during times of challenge and difficulty. 
 
Keep working hard, ask for help when you need it and keep focused on your goals. 

Term 3 and 4 - Additional Lessons 

Day 
Before 

School 
Period 1 Period 2 

Period 

3 
Lunch 

Period 

7 
After School 

Monday   

Year 11 English 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Maths 
Year 11 MFL 

Year 11 Science 
Year 11 

Technology 

Year 11 Business 
Year 11 English 
Year 11 History 

Year 11 ICT 
Year 11 Maths 
Year 11 Media 

Year 11 PE 

Year 10 

MFL 
Year 11 

MFL 

  

Year 11 Business 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Media 

Year 11 Science 
Year 11 Technology 

Tuesday 
Year 11 Set 1 

Maths (SHS) 

Year 11 Business 
Year 11 English 

Year 11 Geography 
Year 11 History 

Year 11 ICT 
Year 11 Maths 

Year 11 PE 

  

Year 10 

MFL 
Year 11 

MFL 

  

Year 10 Art 
Year 9 Business 

Year 10 Business 
Year 11 Business 

Year 11 Dance 
Year 10 History 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Media 

Year 11 Science 
Year 11 Technology 

Wednesda

y 
  

Year 11 English 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Maths 
Year 11 MFL 

Year 11 Science 
Year 11 

Technology 

        

Year 10 Art 
Year 9 Business 

Year 10 Business 
Year 11 Business 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Maths 
Year 11 Media 

Thursday           Year 11 Maths 

Friday   

Year 11 Dance 
Year 11 English 
Year 11 History 
Year 11 Maths 
Year 11 MFL 
Year 11 PE 

Year 11 Science 
Year 11 

Technology 

          

February Half Term – Additional Lessons 

Monday 
16th February 

Technology subjects (all), Maths and French 

Tuesday 
17th February 

Maths and Child Development 

Wednesday 
18th February 

ICT, PE / Sport and History 



 
 
 

Morgan Archer started sailing at the age of 5 with his Dad at 
Blue Circle Sailing Club near Cliffe in Medway.   As his 
confidence grew he began competing at his club races and 
started to win trophies, this is when the other members 
encouraged him to attend junior events in a single handed 
boat called a Topper. Morgan started competing at events 
through Kent Sailing Schools Association and won a prize for 
the most promising newcomer in 2012.  He has since moved 
on to train and compete in regional and national events.  
  
In 2013 he was accepted into the RYA South East Zone Topper 
Squad where he received coaching throughout 2013/14.  As 
well as making great friends he was really excited when his 
coaches chose him to attend the 2014 Eric Twiname 
Championships set up by the Eric Twiname Trust after 

competing in several qualifying races. He also attended the NSSA National Youth Regatta last July at Downs Sailing Club, 
Deal where he picked up 2 more medals for the Kent Team in the Topper fleet and in August attended the Topper 
Nationals and Worlds in Pwllheli, Wales. 
  
During September he was lucky enough to meet Sir Ben Ainslie at the global Bart’s Bash sailing race and fundraising 
event joining together thousands of worldwide sailors in a race to set a new Guinness World Record to help raise money 
for charity.  During this time he was also accepted into the RYA Topper UK Intermediate Junior Squad to commence further 
training from October. To finish off what was already a great month he won the RYA Zone and Home Country 
Championships at Bewl Water Sailing Club and was presented with the prize by Olympic Squad Sailor Nikki Boniface. His 
next goal is to achieve National Junior Squad level. 

Celebrating Success! 

Mr Johnson guided the Year 7 Dodgeball squad to their 
greatest ever achievement at a district event. The girls team 
consisted of Holly Springett, Chantilly Partis, Felicity Ronayne, 
Tilly Kirby, Emily Baber and Chloe-Rose Brackhahn. In a 
tightly contested tournament our heroines managed to 
secure the silver medal. The boys team went one step 
further - ducking, dipping, diving and dodging their way to 
gold medal success. In doing so Harry Lee, Ben Sandy, 
Connor Link, Ben Heudebourck and Cameron Fentiman 
have ensured that their names will go down in history as 
being “Canterbury and Swale Dodgeball Champions of the 
World”.  

Other sporting news: 
 
 Year 8 Boys Rugby team came 

3rd in the tournament held at 
Saracens Rugby Stadium 

 
 Girls’ Year 10 Netball team played against 

Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and 
unfortunately lost by 2 extra shots with a 
score of 17-15. 

 
 Cricket Club has had an increase of students 

attending and it continues to take place on 
Friday afternoons in the Sports Hall from 3.30-
4.30pm. All students are welcome. 

 
 Year 8 Boys’ Basketball team beat Queen 

Elizabeth Grammar School with a comfortable 
22-12 win. Well done for all your hard work 
and effort! 

 
 Annual Sports Hall Athletics tournament took 

place on 28 January to Herne Bay High 
School. Well done to all four teams who 
participated and particularly to the Year 7 
Girls’ Relay Team who won in style! 

Six students attended the Kent County Cross Country Championships as a result of being selected to run for the 
Canterbury and St. Augustines' District Team based on their fantastic performances at the District Championships 
back in November. They travelled to Dartford on 17 January to compete against the best in the county at their age 
group. The results are below -  

 
93 Emma-Leigh Waller  - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 15: 48 
55 Anne Marie Jackson - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 22: 37 
39 Marshall Wratton - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 24: 52 
40 Tom Gates - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 24: 53 
65 Brandon Donaghy - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 29: 36 
66 Jack Osbourne - Canterbury and St. Augustines - 29: 36 



 

Pupils design top trainer 

On 9 December, The Abbey School students from Year 8 
took part in the Accumulator challenge to help raise money 
for the Papworth Trust. Three teams were each given £50 
each as a start up to raise as much money as possible. 
Ideas included competitions, making and selling Christmas 
decorations, and selling hand made crafts in both school 
and at Faversham market. 

 
Not only did the 
pupils hone their 
business and 
enterprise skills and 
receive great 
feedback from the 
market manager but 
they also managed 
to raise an 
impressive £550! 
 
The Marketing 

Manager, Grahame Kane, said ‘It was an absolute 
pleasure to have the students on our market and what an 
amazing amount of money they raised! They were well 
mannered, very enthusiastic and a credit to their school. 
They should be very proud of themselves and I'm sure 
there are a few budding entrepreneurs amongst them.’  
 
Congratulations to the following students: Saffron Elysee, 
Emma Patience, Chloe Anderson, Morgan Archer, Izzy St 
Clair-Baker, Luke Harman, George Tarling, Callum Willis, 
Ben Wilkinson. 

Breaking The Cycle 
A man left paralysed after a knife attack in London 
told pupils at The Abbey School how he had 
managed to forgive his attackers. Wheelchair-bound 
Glenn Fielder spoke to pupils as part of the Breaking 
the Cycle programme that sends speakers to schools 
to emphasise the need to solve conflicts peacefully 
and the importance of forgiveness.  
 
Mrs Page said: “Pupils were spellbound, engaged 
and focused on Glenn’s story and asked many 
sensible, perceptive questions. A GCSE RE group 
examined the subjects raised in a lesson 
immediately after the talk and it provided an 
excellent basis for discussion.”  Breaking the Cycle 
UK director Kevin Scott said: “Pupils from The Abbey 
School asked lots of questions and raised very good 
points at the end of the talk. It was an amazing 
response and I hope that the stories they have heard 
will be an inspiration to them for the rest of their 
lives.” Pupils were given a copy of Breaking The 
Cycle’s book ‘Why Forgive’ that covered the topic 
discussed on the day. 

Competition trading 
raises money for Charity 

The annual contest held at The Abbey School saw 163 pupils 
in Year 7 attempt to design a trainer, with this year’s theme 
being countries of the world. Pupils could take inspiration from 
either Australia, India, Mexico, Greece or Egypt. They studied 
the flags, emblems and culture of their selected country, before 
coming up with a footwear design. 
 
The winning team, named Boomerang, consisted of Simon 
Moore, Charlie Adams, Kieran Macklin and Max Pelling. Their 
trainer design reflected the red, white and blue of the 
Australian flag, their chosen country. A number of senior staff 
judged the contest including Mr Dickens, who said: “The 
students worked very hard to create some really innovative 
designs.  The judges were impressed with the quality of all the 
finalists, and the winners 
were chosen as a result 
of their creativity and the 
engaging presentation 
they gave to the year 
group.  This year the 
international theme 
captured the students’ 
imagination and they 
certainly enjoyed it!” 

School Council 
Students 
from the 
School 
Council 
chaired a 
huge local 
event at 
the 
Canterbury 
Guild Hall. 

They gave a presentation to 3 secondary schools 
and 9 primaries on their 3 year Energy Drinks 
campaign. They outlined why energy drinks were 
banned at The Abbey following a student survey. 
In PSHE sessions students are still taught about 
the choices they have and how energy drinks can 
affect their behaviour.  Ed Tucker, Rebekah Wotton 
and Odessa Smith Wallace are long standing 
members of our School council and were 
impressive throughout the whole event. 


