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BIG QUESTIONS

• Why was the 
American dream so 
hard to achieve?

• Who was John 
Steinbeck 
sympathetic to?

• Which characters 
are marginalised 
figures and why?

• How is loneliness a 
central theme in 
the novel?

• What is Steinbeck’s 
message about 
migrant ranch-
hands?

• What themes arise 
in the story?

English
‘Of Mice and Men’

Year Group: 8
Term: 4

KEY CONTEXT

John Steinbeck was born in Salinas, 

California in 1902. Although his 

family was wealthy, he was 

interested in the lives of the farm 

labourers and spent time working 

with them. He used his experiences 

as material for his writing. 

On October 29 1929, millions of 

dollars were wiped out in the Wall 

Street Crash. It led to the People 

losing their life savings and a third 

of America's population became 

unemployed.

A series of droughts in southern 

mid-western states like Kansas, 

Oklahoma and Texas led to failed 

harvests and dried-up land. 

Farmers were forced to move off 

their land: they could not repay the 

bank loans which had helped buy 

the farms and had to sell what they 

owned to pay their debts.

Racism/sexism were common, 

especially in Southern states due to 

economic climate, & history of 

slavery. 

KEY THEMES AND CONTEXT

1.Steinbeck encourages us to 

empathise with the plight of 

migrant workers during the Great 

Depression.  

2. The American Dream is shown to 

be impossible: reality defeats 

idealism.  

3. The novella explores the human 

need for companionship and the 

tragedy of loneliness.  

4. Steinbeck reveals the predatory 

nature of mankind: the powerless 

are targeted by the powerful.  

5. Steinbeck explores the tension 

between the inevitability of fate 

and the fragility of human dreams.  

6. Steinbeck explores the contrasts 

of Nature Vs Man. 

LINKING THEMES AND CONTEXT

Steinbeck encourages us to 

empathise with the plight of 

migrant workers during the Great 

Depression. 

The American Dream is shown to 

be impossible: reality defeats 

idealism.  

The novella explores the human 

need for companionship and the 

tragedy of loneliness.  

Steinbeck reveals the predatory 

nature of mankind: the powerless 

are targeted by the powerful.  

Steinbeck explores the tension 

between the inevitability of fate 

and the fragility of human dreams.  

Steinbeck explores the contrasts of 

Nature Vs Man.

The novella is an indictment of the 

way society treats the 

dispossessed.  

CHARACTERS

Lennie: childlike; unassuming; 

physically powerful

George: frustrated; devoted; a 

dreamer

Candy: unloved; an outcast; aging

Curley: insecure; unmerciful; 

jealous

Curley’s wife: a seductive 

temptress; objectified; lonely; 

nameless

Crooks: an outcast; cynical; proud; 

isolated

Slim: compassionate; wise; 

respected

Carlson: heartless; insensitive



Homework Links 

Key Vocabulary

Year Group: 8
Term: 4

REVISION TIPS FOR THE SUMMER EXAM

CREATIVE WRITING

What are the features of a successful story?

- A clear structure using the Narrative Arc  - Imagination and detail 

– voice – A simple but effective plot - A consistent narrative voice 

– Interesting character/s - GOMASSIVE – Clear paragraphing -

Varied sentence lengths – Varied sentence openings – Varied 

punctuation – accurate SPaG – consistent tense

READING & COMPREHENSION

What comprehension skills do you need to show?

- The ability to identify interesting features of a 

character/setting/scene that is presented by a writer.

- Carefully selected / interesting evidence (quotes) to support your 

observations.

- The ability to comment in and analyse the writer’s use of language 

and structure. What words have they used and why? What 

language /structural techniques have they used and why?

- How do you respond to the writer’s presentation of a 

character/setting/scene overall? What impression are you left 

with?

- Secure use of PETA to present all of these comments in a 

structured and detailed paragraph. 

KEY QUOTATIONS

• George – C1: “Guys like us…that work on ranches, are the loneliest 

guys in the world. They got no family. They don’t belong no 

place…” 

• Lennie – C1: “Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball 

to its master, Lennie approached, drew back, approached again.”

• Slim – C2: “Aint many guys travel around together, he mused. I 

don’t know why. Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is 

scared of each other.” 

• Candy – C3: “I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I 

shouldn’t of ought to let no stranger shoot my dog.” 

• George – C3: “We wouldn’t ask nobody if we could. Jus’ say, 

‘We’ll go to her,’ an’ we would”. 

• Crooks – C4: “Ever’body wants a little piece of lan’. I read plenty of 

books out here. Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no 

land.” 

• Crooks – C4: “A guy needs somebody to be near him. He whined, a 

guy goes nuts if he aint got nobody”. 

• Curley’s wife – C5: And the meanness and the plannings and the 

discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. 

She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and 

young.” 

• C6: A silent head and beak lanced down and plucked it out by the 

head, and the beak swallowed the little snake while its tail waved 

frantically. 

• Isolation: being alone; apart from others.

• Segregation: the action or state of setting someone or 

something apart from others. 

• Racism: prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed 

against someone based on the belief that one’s own race is 

superior. 

• Migrant: a person who moves from one place to another in 

order to find work or better living conditions. 

• Cyclical: occurring in cycles; recurrent. 

• Hierarchy: a system in which members of an organisation 

or society are ranked according to relative status or 

authority. 

• Loneliness: sadness because one has no friends or 

company. 

• Foreshadowing: to give an indication of what is to come.

• Symbolism: the use of symbols to represent ideas or 

qualities. 

• Semantic field: a group of words, which relate to a 

common theme or motif. 

English
‘Of Mice and Men’

• Read the poem ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’ by 
Maya Angelou. What is her message in this poem and 
how does she present this?

• Research a poem of your choice about conflict, e.g. 
bullying, racism. Create a study revision guide to go 
with this poem.

• Research marginalised victims in ‘Of Mice and Men,’



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 

BIG 
QUESTIONS

What is an angle 
and how is it 
measured?

How can we 
calculate angles

without 
measuring?

How are the
angles in a 

polygon related to 
the number of 

sides?

What is a locus
and how do we 

draw it?

Mathswatch Video Clips

Names of Angles – Clip 13

Measuring angles – Clip 46a

Drawing angles – Clip 46b

Key Terms and Vocabulary

Angle – the amount of turn between two lines and their 
common point

Point – An exact location

Perpendicular – at right angles

Parallel – always the same distance apart and never touching. 

Key Skills – you need to be able to:

• Understand and use angle properties of parallel lines

• Know the different types of angles

• Measure angles using a protractor

• Know that there are 360° in a full term, 180° in a half turn 
and 90° in a quarter turn

• Know that the angles in a triangle add to 180°



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 

Mathswatch Video Clips
Angles in a triangle – Clip 121

Properties of special triangles – Clip 122

Drawing a triangle using a protractor –
Clips 47 and 147



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 

Mathswatch Video Clips

Polygons – Clip 10

Angle sum in polygons – Clip 123

Key Terms and Vocabulary

Interior Angles - angles inside the shape 

Exterior Angles - angles between the side of a shape and a line extended from the 
adjacent side 

Sum - total, add all the angles together 

Polygon - a 2D closed shape made with straight lines 

Regular - when a shape is regular all sides are the same length and all angles are the 
same 

Irregular - shape with sides of different lengths and angles of different sizes. 



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 

Mathswatch Video Clips

Polygons – Clip 10

Angle sum in polygons – Clip 123



Mathematics Year: 8
Angles, Lines and Constructions (Ch6, Ch7 and Ch9) Term: 4 

Draw the 
longest 

side with 
a ruler

Set the size 
of the 

second side

Place 
compass 
and draw 

an arc

Follow the 
same steps 

for the 
third side

Where the two points 
intersect is the third 
point – draw straight 

lines to create 
triangle



Subject: Science
Topic: Biology Component 2 Outcomes 1-4

Big Questions
• What determines where a particular species lives?
• What are the feeding relationships between living organisms?

Photosynthesis is the process by which plants 
make food. They use light energy from the Sun to 
convert carbon dioxide and water into glucose.

Photosynthesis takes place in the leaves of plants. The leaves 
contain a green pigment called chlorophyll, contained in the 
chloroplasts. Chlorophyll absorbs the light from the Sun.

Adaptation – Organisms must adapt to enable them to survive in conditions where they normally live.

There are three types of adaptation:
• Physiological – adaptations to the processes which allow organisms to compete.
• Behavioural – adaptations in the behavoiur of organisms.
• Structural – adaptations of the physical features of organisms.

Example of adaptation in plants:
Cactus - Found in hot, dry deserts.
The Cactus has evolved to have wide, deep roots for 
absorbing water. They also have no leaves; this reduces 
water loss.

Example of adaptation in animals:
Polar Bears – found in the extreme cold.
The Polar Bear has evolved to have hollow hairs, this 
traps a layer of heat. They also have a thick layer of 
fat for insulation.



Subject: Science
Topic: Biology Component 2 Outcomes 1-4

Big Questions
• What determines where a particular species lives?
• What are the feeding relationships between living organisms?

Food chains show feeding relationships 
between organisms in a habitat.

The arrows in food chains and food webs represent the flow/transfer of energy and biomass.

Food webs show all the feeding relationships 
(food chains) between organisms in an ecosystem.

Plants are called producers because 
they make their own food.

Animals are called consumers, 
because they must consume plants or 
other animals to gain energy.

Food chains and food webs start with producers, 
producers are eaten by primary consumers.

Animals that eat plants are called herbivores.
Animals that eat other animals are called carnivores.

It is possible to prevent decay. This is often how 
are food is treated to ensure a longer life.
Methods of preservation:
• Chilling
• Freezing
• Sugaring
• Salting
• Canning
• Pickling
• Drying

Living organisms are mainly 
made up of carbon. The 
carbon needs to be 
recycled, so it is available 
for other life on Earth to 
use. We represent this 
using the carbon cycle.



Subject: Science
Topic: Biology Component 2 Outcomes 5-10

Big Questions
• What determines where a particular species lives?
• How has life developed on Earth?

Competition – In an ecosystem there is competition 
among species for the energy resources and the materials 
they need to live.

Example: Introduction of grey squirrels to UK increased 
competition for food for red squirrels. The greys also 
carry a pathogen that kills reds.

Plants compete for:
• Mineral ions
• Light
• Space
• Water

Animals compete for:
• Mates
• Territory
• Food
• Water

Examples of pollution on land:
• Landfill
• Toxic chemicals
• Fly tipping

Examples of pollution in water:
• Sewage
• Fertiliser
• Toxic chemicals

Examples of pollution in air:
• Smoke
• Acidic gases

Human activity can have a negative impact on biodiversity. This is 
caused by pollution, deforestion, hunting, fishing and agriculture.

Increased levels of greenhouse gases, carbon 
dioxide and methane, can cause global warming.

Population: individuals of 
the same species.

Community: populations of 
different species living in a habitat.

Habitat: place where organisms live e.g., woodland

Environment: the conditions surrounding an organism; 
abiotic and biotic factors.

Pollution kills plants and animals which can reduce biodiversity.



Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection explains how 
evolution happens. There is variation in population and some 
individuals are better adapted to changes in the environment; 
they have a selective advantage . These individuals are more 
likely to survive and pass on their genes, over many generations 
this leads to evolution.

Evolution – the change of a species over time.

Sexual reproduction :
• A sperm cell from a male fuses with an egg cell from a female. This is called fertilisation.
• Sperm and egg cells are specialised. They contain 23 chromosomes, one copy of each pair.
• Half the genetic material in a fertilised egg is from the sperm and half from the egg, making 46 

chromosomes in total.

Big Questions
• What determines where a particular species lives?
• How has life developed on Earth?

Subject: Science
Topic: Biology Component 2 Outcomes 5-10

Variation is differences between organisms in the same species. Variation can be 
caused by genetics or the environment. Genetic variation is caused by differences in 
genes that are inherited. Characteristics can be passed down from one generation of a 
family to the next.
For example: eye colour, hair colour and freckles.

Chromosomes are found in the nucleus of plant and 
animal cells.
Chromosomes are made of coiled up strands of DNA.

Humans have 23 pairs of chromosomes (46 in total).

Genetic engineering : Genes from the chromosomes 
of humans or other organisms can be ‘cut out’ and 
transferred to the cells of other organisms.



Subject: Science
Topic: Component 4 Outcomes 1-4 –
Chemistry in Our World
Year 8 Term 3

Big Questions
• How do acids react with different materials?
• How is energy involved in chemical reactions?

Neutralisation

When an acid reacts with an alkali or a base, a neutralisation reaction takes place and a salt and 
water are produced. 
The general formula for this reaction is:
acid + alkali  salt and water

magnesium + hydrochloric acid magnesium chloride + hydrogen
Energy is taken in from the surroundings, so the 
temperature of the surroundings decreases – this is 
called an endothermic reaction.
Examples: sports injury pack, thermal decomposition

Energy is transferred to the surroundings, 
so the temperature of the surroundings 
increases – this is called an exothermic 
reaction.
Examples: Combustion, hand warmers, 
neutralisation reactions Rate of reaction

The rate of reaction can be calculated by measuring quantity of 
reactant formed, or of product used, in a given time.

Rate =  quantity of reactant used
time taken 

Rate = quantity of product formed
time taken

Factors affecting the rate of reaction

Temperature The higher the temperature, the quicker the rate of reaction.

Concentration The higher the concentration, the quicker the rate of reaction.

Surface area
The larger the surface area of a reactant solid, the quicker the rate of 

reaction.

Using a catalyst
A catalyst changes the rate of a chemical reaction but is not used in the 

reaction.



Big Questions
• How is the Earth’s atmosphere evolving?
• How do human impact the atmosphere?

Subject: Science
Topic: Chemistry Component 4 Outcomes 5-
10

Gases in the atmosphere today 
contains approximately:
• 78% Nitrogen
• 21% Oxygen
• 1% other (including Argon 

and Carbon dioxide)

Crude oil is used to produce fuels. For 
example, petrol and diesel. The crude oil 
undergoes a process called fractional 
distillation, to produce useful product.

Burning fuels is a source of atmospheric pollution. When fuels are burned 
lots of gases are released into the atmosphere, including: carbon dioxide, 
water vapour, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and oxides of nitrogen.

Sulfur dioxide 
causes acid rain.

Carbon dioxide is a 
greenhouse gas. Greenhouse 
gases contribute to global 
warming.

Human activities have an impact on the climate. 
Humans produce lots of carbon dioxide and methane.
• Burning fossil fuels and deforestation increase the 

levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
• Cattle, raised in farming, produce a lot of methane.
This increases the greenhouse effect and leads to global 
warming. Global warming leads to climate change. 

Climate change causes ice caps to melt, ocean 
temperatures to rise and habitats to change.



Subject: Science
Topic: Chemistry Component 4 Outcomes 5-
10

Big Questions
• How is water made safe to drink?

Distillation: separating substances 
by boiling and condensing liquids.

Filtering: when water is filtered, it is 
strained through a sieve or mesh to 
remove solid particles; very small 
particles may be removed by 
filtering the water through sand. 

Sterilising: means removing or killing 
bacteria and other microbes.

Rain provides water with low levels of dissolved substances.

This water collects in the ground/lakes/rivers. To make potable 
water an appropriate source is chosen, which is then passed 
through filter beds and then sterilised.

Desalination needs to occur is fresh water is limited and salty/sea water is needed 
for drinking. This can be achieved by distillation or by using large membranes e.g. 
reverse osmosis. These processes require large amounts of energy.

Waste water is produced from urban lifestyles and 
industrial processes. Wasted water requires treatment 
before being re-used in the environment. Sewage needs 
the organic matter and harmful microbes removed.



Subject: Science
Topic: Component 6 Outcomes 1-4

Big Questions
• How can current be altered in an electrical circuit?
• How is electricity adapted to be used in the home?

Series circuits

A circuit with one loop

Parallel circuits

A circuit with two or more loops.

Ammeter is set up in series with the other components in the circuit. 

Voltmeter is set up in parallel to the other components in the circuit. 

Current can be controlled by changing the potential different of the cells or adding more components.
The unit for current is Amperes (A).
Current can be measured using an ammeter.

The unit for voltage is Volts (V).
Voltage can be measured using a voltmeter.

The unit for resistance is Ohms (Ω).
The higher the resistance, the more difficult  it is for current to 
flow.
Increasing resistance, reduces current.
Increasing voltage, increases current.

Charge is the amount of electricity travelling in a circuit.
The unit for charge is Coulombs (C).

Earth wire = green and yellow
Neutral wire = blue 
Live wire = brown

Power is the rate of energy transfer over time.
Power is measured in Watts (W).
1W=1000kW
1 joule of energy per second = 1 W

Power = Energy Transferred ÷ Time



Big Questions
• How does a magnet and an electromagnet work?
• What are the differences between different types of waves?

Subject: Science
Topic: Physics Component 6 Outcomes 5-10

Magnets use non-contact force to 
attract magnetic materials. The stronger 
the magnetic field the greater the force.

Magnetic field is strongest at the poles. 
Unlike poles attract, like poles repel.

Magnetic field: the space around a magnet in which a magnetic force exists. Electromagnet: a non-permanent magnet turned on and off by controlling the current through it. 
When the current is turned off, magnetism is lost.

A solenoid is a long coil of wire.
An electromagnet is a solenoid with an iron core.

Transverse waves: Vibration causing 
the wave is at right angles to the 
direction of energy transfer. E.g. 
light waves and water waves.

Longitudinal waves: Vibration causing the wave is parallel to 
the direction of energy transfer. E.g. sound waves.

Compression: pushed together
Rarefaction: stretched apart

Period = Time take to produce one complete wave.

Wavelength = Distance between two 
corresponding points on a wave, in metres.

Amplitude = The maximum amount of vibration measured 
from the middle position of the wave, in metres.

Frequency = The number of waves produces in 
one second, in hertz.



Electromagnetic wave Danger Use

Radio waves Safe Communications, TV, radio

Microwave Burning if concentrated Mobile phones, cooking, satellites

Infrared Burning if concentrated Heating, remote controls, cooking

Visible Damage to eyes Illumination, photography, fibre optics

Ultra violet Sunburn, cancer Security marking, disinfecting water

X-ray Cell destruction, mutation of cells, cancer Medical imaging, airport security

Gamma Cell destruction, mutation of cells, cancer Sterilising, detecting and killing cancer

Subject: Science
Topic: Physics Component 6 Outcomes 5-10

Big Questions
• How does a magnet and an electromagnet work?
• What are the differences between different types of waves?

The Electromagnetic Spectrum is a continuous spectrum of transverse waves



Science Year 8
Working scientifically - literacy in science

BIG 
QUESTIONS

1. What is the difference 
between a dependent 
and an independent 
variable?

2. Why is it important to 
have control variables?

3. How can you make sure 
your results are reliable?

4. What is the precision of 
a 30cm ruler with a 
millimeter scale?

5. What is a scientific 
theory?

6. Why do scientists use 
models?

7. What must you 
remember to include 
when writing a 
conclusion?

8. What is the difference 
between ‘effect’ and 
‘affect’?



Basics:
Every sentence must start with a capital letter.
Every sentence must finish with some form of punctuation: .?!
Proper nouns need capital letters. These are unique people, places or 
things e.g. Robert Bunsen invented the Bunsen burner.
Units that are named after people have symbols beginning with a 
capital. Units not named after a person have symbols beginning with a 
lower case letter. The names of units themselves always begin with a 
lower case letter: the Newton (N) is the unit of force. It is named after 
Sir Isaac Newton. The metre (m) is not named after a person.

Amount

‘Amount’ is a word which is often used by students. Often 
another word is more appropriate:
‘We used the same mass of solid’ √
‘We used the same volume of liquid’ √
‘Isotopes have the same number of protons but a different 
number of neutrons’ √
An exception is time. It is fine to say ‘we heated the two 
beakers for the same amount of time’ 

There/ their/ they’re

Their shows that ‘they’ own something Tigers are camouflaged 
from their prey because of their stripes
They’re is short for they are as in They’re able to sneak up on 
other animals without being noticed
If you are not talking about possession or shortening ‘they are’, 
use there
Tigers live in India. There are may reasons why they live there.

Commonly misspelled words

affect/effect (see box) 

anomaly/anomalous

Bunsen burner

dependent

hydrochloric acid

independent

measure

separate

science/scientific

sulfur/sulfate/sulfuric

temperature

thermometer

Affect/effect

Affect is a verb. It follows a noun: the 
temperature affects how quickly a reaction takes 
place.
Effect is a noun: the effects of global warming 
are devastating and have the potential to change 
life as we know it.

When writing a conclusion, don’t forget to PEE:
Point (or pattern) The higher the temperature, the 

faster the rate of reaction.
Evidence At 20 °C the reaction takes 2 minutes. At 

40 °C the reaction takes 30 seconds.
Explain This is because at high temperatures the 

particles have more kinetic energy and so collide 
more often.

Evaluations
A good evaluation should include:
What went well (WWW):
Is your data valid?  (Does it answer the 
question you were investigating?)
Were there any anomalies? (Results that 
don’t fit the pattern?
Are your results repeatable (you get the 
same results if you do it more than once) and 
reproducible (someone else following the 
same method gets the same results)?
Was it a fair test?
Even better if (EBI):
Were there any errors in your method? If 
so, what could you do to avoid these errors if 
you did the experiment again?
How could you get more data?
How could you get better data?

Term Explanation

Test A theory that fits all experimental 
measurements and observations

Prediction Considering experimental data to see 
if your hypothesis is true or false

Hypothesis Something that I want to provide a 
scientific explanation for

Analyse An educated guess or if/then 
statement suggesting how something 
works that can be tested

Question Conducting an experiment to test your 
hypothesis

Observation How, What, When, Who, Which, Why, 
or Where? 

Writing scientific investigations

A scientific method is a list of detailed 
instructions needed to carry out an investigation. 

Be clear, write step-by-step instructions.
Mention equipment, for example, use 100cm3

measuring cylinder to measure out 100cm3 water.
Be specific e.g. 100cm3, not ‘some’
Be detailed – imagine you are explaining it to an alien.
Include the independent, dependent and control
variables.



1. Science
• Scientific theories and models fit the observations 

available at the time and lead to predictions that can be 
tested.

• Methods and theories develop as earlier explanations
are modified (changed) to take account of new evidence 
and ideas.

• If new data does not fit the current ideas then the ideas 
are changed or replaced by alternative ideas.

4. Models
• To help in the process of explaining observations and 

what makes things happen, scientists create models to 
represent what they think may be happening. 

• Some models will change as new evidence emerges, 
others will stay the same as they have an abundance of 
evidence to support them.

• There may be more than one possible model which fits 
the evidence.

6. Mathematics and models
• Some relationships can be represented by a 

mathematical formula.
• Terms such as linear, inversely proportional and directly 

proportional are important terms when looking at 
relationships in data. 

3. Sharing ideas
• Scientists publish their results which are then peer 

reviewed. 
• Scientists will discuss ideas with each other at 

conferences and after reading papers published in 
journals. Different scientists may have different 
explanations for the same data.

• Other scientists repeat their experiments to see if they 
get the same results.

7. Theories and models develop over time
• As new evidence is found models and theories will 

change and adapt.
• A good example of this is the 

model of the atom which 
changed from a solid sphere model 
to today’s model of the atom as new 
discoveries were made, e.g. the 
electron and the positive nucleus.

8. Scientific explanations
• A scientific explanation explains an observation using 

models and theories.
• Explanations do not instantly appear from data. Data 

provides a trend or pattern.
• The scientist has to use intuition, imagination and their 

scientific knowledge to produce a hypothesis which can 
lead to a prediction and an experiment or observation. 

5. Examples of models
• Sometimes models are physical 

models, e.g. a model of a 
molecule or the solar system.

• Some models are theoretical, e.g. 
light being a wave motion.

2. Scientific theories
• A scientific theory is an explanation based on facts that 

have been repeatedly confirmed through observation
and experiment.

• For example, scientists have gathered evidence and 
observations of the universe and how it is expanding 
away from an initial point. This evidence has led to the 
Big Bang Theory.

• Predications which are repeatedly and reliably 
confirmed by evidence are regarded as ‘facts’.

KS3 Spine
Scientific theories 

and models
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HISTORY Year: 8
WORLD WAR TWO Term: 4

BIG QUESTIONS

Could WW2 have 
been stopped 20 
years before it 
started?

Could Britain have 
stopped Hitler if it 
hadn’t appeased him?

Was Dunkirk a success 
or a failure?

Why did Britain win 
the Battle of Britain?

How significant was 
the battle of Britain?

Was there really a 
‘Blitz Spirit?’

What was it like to be 
evacuated?

How would you cope 
with rationing?

Appeasement 

The policy of appeasement aimed to 
prevent another war and is linked 
particularly with Chamberlain. Many 
believe he made a mistake by 
trusting Hitler. Britain and France 
could have stopped Germany. 
Opportunities such as the Rhineland 
were missed and Chamberlain even 
worked with Hitler in Munich to give 
him the Sudetenland. This prompted 
the Nazi Soviet Pact.

Dunkirk

The Dunkirk evacuation was an event 
of World War II (1939–45). An 
evacuation is the process of moving 
people away from where they are in 
danger to a safer place. The Dunkirk 
evacuation moved about 340,000 
British, French, and Belgian (Allied) 
soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk, 
France, across the English Channel to 
England. It began on May 26, 1940, 
and ended nine days later, on June 4.

Battle of Britain

The Battle of Britain was an important 
battle in World War II. After Germany 
and Hitler had conquered most of 
Europe, including France, the only 
major country left to fight them was 
Great Britain. Germany wanted to 
invade Great Britain, but first they 
needed to destroy Great Britain's 
Royal Air Force. The Battle of Britain 
was when Germany bombed Great 
Britain in order to try and destroy 
their air force and prepare for 
invasion.

The Blitz

The heavy and frequent bombing 
attacks on London and other cities 
was known as the 'Blitz'. Night after 
night, from September 1940 until 
May 1941, German bombers attacked 
British cities, ports and industrial 
areas. London was bombed every day 
and night, bar one, for 11 weeks. One 
third of London was destroyed.
Life was very hard during the Blitz and 
frightening too. London, in particular 
was very bad as it was bombed nearly 
every night. People in London spent 
most nights sleeping in Air Raid 
Shelters.

Key dates

1919 Treaty of Versailles issued

1933 Hitler comes to Power in Germany

1933 - 38 Britain appeases Hitler to avoid a war

1939 Germany invades Poland leading to the start of WW2

May – June 
1940

British and French Soldiers evacuated from Dunkirk

July – Oct 
1940

Battle of Britain

May 1940-
May 1941

The ‘Blitz’ a period of sustained bombing of Britain by the 
Nazis



Key Vocabulary
• Black Death
• A plague that devastated Europe in the 14

th
Century.

Appease- allowing something to stop something worse from taking place

Rationing- limiting the amount of food or goods people can have to make sure they are shared more equally

Evacuation- leaving or escaping from somewhere

Significance- Something that is important and has an impact, it could be a turning point

Civilian- a non-military person

Treaty- an agreement between countries
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Homework Links

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/world-war-two-the-most-destructive-global-conflict-in-human-history/z6q8bdm
(Good clips and resources from BBC Bitesize)

Exam Style Question

Explain two consequences of the Dunkirk evacuation.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/world-war-two-the-most-destructive-global-conflict-in-human-history/z6q8bdm


Geography Year: 8
Climate  change Term: 4

Type of Greenhouse gas Source

Carbon Dioxide Burning fossil fuels; deforestation.

Methane – 21x more powerful than 
CO2

Natural gas extraction; 
decomposition of organic matter 
(cow farts!)

Nitrous oxide – 250x more powerful 
than CO2

Aeroplanes; road vehicles; fertilisers.

Halocarbons – 3000x more powerful 
than CO2

Used in industry – solvents and 
cooling agents.

Climate is the average weather conditions of a place, usually measured over a 
period of 30 years. Air is circulated around the atmosphere. The earth is at an 
angle which means it gets different intensities of heat/light hitting the earth at 
different places. The Equator receives 100% of the sun’s rays. In the UK, at 60°, 
we receive less of the sun's rays as they have to spread over a bigger angle, 
therefore the sunlight is weaker, making it colder than it is at the equator.
There are 3 cells that move air around the earth: over the poles there is the 
Polar cell  which brings cold temperatures.  The Ferrell cell is found between 30 
and 60 degrees north and south . This brings wet weather over the UK but dry 
weather at the latitudes 30° north and south. The Hadley cell brings very wet 
weather at the Equator 0° latitude.

Human causes of climate change:
• Deforestation (cutting down trees on a large 

scale)
• Burning fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas to make 

electricity)
• Agriculture (farming)

Physical causes 
of climate 
change:

BIG QUESTIONS

1. What evidence is there to 
prove that climate change 
is happening?

2. What are the Hadley and 
Polar cells and how do 
they affect our climate?

3. Suggest how Greenhouse 
gases contribute to 
climate change

4. Compare the physical and 
human factors that 
contribute to climate 
change.

5. What are the positives of 
climate change?

6. What are the negatives of 
climate change?

7. Suggest two ways in 
which humans can 
mitigate against the 
effects of climate change.

8. Suggest two ways in 
which humans can adapt 
their lifestyles to reduce 
the effects of climate 
change.



Homework links 

1. Research the 
definitions of the 
keywords below.

2. Look, cover, write, 
check and remember 
the keywords (and 
definitions) below.

Key vocabulary

Adaptation
Atmosphere
Climate change 
Equator
Ferrell cell
Global warming 
Greenhouse effect 
Hadley cell
Mitigation 
Polar cell
Sun
Temperature

Challenge questions:
1. How does the shape of the earth influence the climate?
2. “Humans are the main cause of climate change” discuss.



Subject: Art Year / Group: 8
Topic: Other Cultures Term: 4

BIG 
QUESTIONS
Discuss the ways a 
piece of art can 
reflect the culture it 
has come from.

Define the meaning 
of culture.

Why is drawing 
important in a 
project?

Explain the 
difference between 
2D and 3D 

Can you use Art 
from another 
culture to inspire 
your own ideas?

Can you create an 
artefact inspired by 
Art from another 
Culture?

Overarching Big Question

Through a series of activities, students 
design and produce images and 
artefacts inspired by other cultures. 
They investigate how other cultures 
communicate message and meaning
in artefacts. They use knowledge of 
Formal Elements COLOUR, LINE, 
COMPOSITION, FORM, SHAPE, 
TEXTURE and PATTERN to develop 
artwork inspired by other cultures.



Homework Links 

Homework Booklet 5 ‘Moai’ 
Monolithic human figures carved 
by the Rapa Nui people of Easter 
Island (artist links to the project 
through investigating ancient and 
mysterious artefacts from other 
cultures). 
Duration- 30 minutes minimum 
on each of the 7 tasks (approx. 30 
minutes per two week cycle)

Key Vocabulary

I will learn the meaning of...

Shape/Form/Proportion/
Scale within the context of 
Sculpture.

RECORD

I will learn to record...
• images and information appropriate for sculpture
• images to inspire ideas for a sculpture
• increasing my knowledge and understanding of how 

artists use 3D techniques to create meaningful work

DEVELOP

I will learn to record...
• images and information appropriate for sculpture
• images to inspire ideas for a sculpture
• increasing my knowledge and understanding of how 

artists use 3D techniques to create meaningful work
• my higher order thinking skills

REFINE

I will learn how to...
• use images and information to create ideas for a 

sculpture
• explore a range of techniques and media e.g. 

manipulating, cutting, constructing, assembling, 
moulding, carving and joining clay. Manipulating, cutting, 
constructing, assembling, joining, card and wire.

• select ideas to adapt and improve into a final idea

EVALUATE

I will learn how to...
• reflect on the development of my own work
• make connections between my own and artists’ work
• suggest ways I could I improve
• evaluate artists using analytical writing skills and forming 

opinions

PRESENT OUTCOMES

I will learn how to...
produce a finished outcomes in 3D

Key Skills



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Netball Terms: 1-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

netball tactics/ 
strategies?

2) Can you explain where 
each position is allowed 
to go on court?

3) Could you act as a 
captain and lead your 
team using good 
communication skills?

4) What can Netball do to 
increase its popularity to 
compete with other 
sports?

Key Skills:
• Chest pass: W grip/ Step/Chest to 

chest/Follow through/ short distance
• Bounce pass: W grip/ Step/Chest to 

chest/Follow through/ Bounce before 
player/ short distance

• Shoulder pass: sideways on/elevation/ 
shoulder to shoulder/ step/ follow 
through/arch/ long distance

• Footwork:  -Landing on alternate feet- first 
foot to land is the static pivoting foot   -
Landing on simultaneous feet – either foot 
can become static pivoting foot  -On the 
move – release ball before third step

• Getting free from their marker e.g. sprint 
into a space, sprint and feint

• Marking a player and a player with the ball
• Shooting: balance/height/line and aim/ flick 

and follow/ knee extension.

Leadership and Coaching:
• To run a three part warm-up
• To show good communication skills
• To take the lead in practices
• To have the opportunity to take on different 

roles e.g. player, coach, scorer, umpire

Key Rules in Netball:
• Netball is a 7 a side game. 
• Players are given certain positions and areas they are 

allowed e.g. GA, GD, C, WA, WD, GS, GK.
• The netball is not allowed to go over a third without it 

being touched.
• To score a goal the GA or GS must be within the semi-

circle to shoot.
• You are not allowed to walk with the ball.
• You should be a metre away when defending a player 

with the ball.
• A centre pass is taken when a goal has been scored, it 

is alternated between the two teams. 

Teamwork and Respect:
• Follows guidance from others               
• Works well in a team
• Does not argue with the netball umpire
• Motivates others
• Fair in competition



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Circuit Training / Boxercise Terms: 1-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name the 

most relevant 
components of fitness 
associated with each 
exercise?

2) Why is it important to 
warm up and cool 
down?

3) List 5 benefits of taking 
part in circuit training 
once a week…

Key Principles of Circuit Training:
• A method of training which enables you to

develop muscular strength, muscular
endurance, power or aerobic endurance.

• Participants rotate around a series of
exercises (stations), including a set period
of time for work and rest.

• Benefits of circuit training; working all
muscle groups and components in
alternate system of stations allowing
recovery of muscles and capacity to exert
maximum effort; facilitates anaerobic
energy system.

• Can function as a skills or fitness
enhancing method with use of stations.

Fitness:
• Shows effort in exercise.
• Can conduct simple fitness tests.
• Know how to record and interpret fitness results

against normative data.
• Perform exercises safely.

Knowledge:
• Identify the basic muscles and demonstrate a stretch for

each.
• Know the difference between static and dynamic

stretches.
• Can identify and describe the key components of fitness

and demonstrate suitable exercise to improve each.

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can run a three part warm up.
• Devise and run a small circuit.
• Encourages and motivates others to work effectively.
• Good organisation and communication skills.
• Confident in different roles: Fitness Instructor,

measurer, motivator.

Lunges Sit-ups Press-Up

Star Jumps

PlankTricep DipSquats

Skipping



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Rugby Terms: 2-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

rugby tactics/ 
strategies?

2) Can you explain the 
coaching points to 
complete a safe tackle?

3) Are you confident to 
coach, referee and 
score?

4) Why do you think 
teamwork is so 
important in a game like 
rugby?

Key Skills:
• Tackling: Socket to Pocket, Ring of Steel, Hit 

Low and Hard, Release when player is down.
• Passing: Soft Hands, Hands Up (W), Pass 

across Chest, Follow through to Target.
• Scrum: Used to restart the game after a knock 

on. Front Row (Prop-Hooker-Prop) Second 
Row (4-5), Flankers (Open Side - Number 8 -
Blindside)

• Ruck: Contest for the ball after a tackle is 
made. Must come through the gate, hands 
out.

• Line Out: Used to restart the game if the ball 
goes off the field. Hooker throws the ball 
down the middle of the two teams' lines 
(Forwards).

Teamwork and Respect:
• Sets an example for others to follow.
• Very fair in competition.
• Always gracious in defeat and humble in 

victory.
• Works well in a team and supports their 

peers.
• Never argues with the referee.

Key Rules in Rugby:
• High Tackle: All tackles must be below the shoulder 

and you must attempt to wrap your arms around 
player, NO shoulder barges.

• Knock On: If you drop the ball it has to bounce 
backwards. Any knock on will result in a scrum.

• Pass Backwards: All passes have to go backwards. If 
you make a forward pass, it will result in a scrum.

• Off Side: Defenders need to make sure they are On 
Side, which is behind the “Gain Line”.

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can run a three part warm up. 
• Devise and run a small skill practice
• Encourages others 
• Good organisation skills 
• Good communication skills
• Confident in different roles: Coach, Referee, Scorer.



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Badminton Terms: 2-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

different badminton 
shots?

2) Can you explain the 
differences between 
singles and doubles 
play?

3) Can you explain THREE 
rules in badminton?

4) What components of 
fitness do you think are 
the most important for a 
badminton player?

Key Skills:
Overhead Clear: Force opponent to rear of court, 
hit at highest point, follow through and stand 
side on.
Smash: Aim to skim net, hit at highest point in 
downwards direction and transfer body weight.
Drop Shot: Stand side on, skim net and land just 
beyond, light tap.
Backhand Shot: Backhand grip, aim for back of 
court, strong follow through and stand side on
Long Serve: Drop and swing at same time, aim 
for back of court, stand side on and start with 
racket at waist height.
Short Serve: Short back swing, aim to skim net, 
racket in front with backhand grip.

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can compare performance using key 

terminology and teaching points for a variety 
of sports and skills  

• Can use ICT to compare performance
• Know how to gain others attention 

Key Rules in Badminton:
• Singles: Court long and narrow  
• Doubles: Court short and wide for serving, whole court 

thereafter
• You can’t touch or cross the net 
• Can only hit the shuttle once when returning
• Games are played to 21 points
• Points are scored on every serve

Teamwork and Respect:
• Set examples to others in lessons and competitive 

games 
• Show fair in competition
• Respect officials’ decisions 
• Be gracious in defeat e.g. shake hands with each other



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Gymnastics Terms: 2-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

important safety rules in 
gymnastics?

2) Can you combine 
different skills to create 
your own personal 
routine?

3) Why is a warmup really 
important when taking 
part in gymnastics?

4) What components of 
fitness do you think are 
the most important for a 
gymnast?

Key Skills:
• Travelling: Moving around the hall using a 

variety of different, rolls, steps, slides and 
jumps. 

• Balance: Balancing on different body parts, the 
amount of body parts and performing partner 
balances with 2 or 3 peers.  

• Flight: Travelling through the air, using 
springboards as an aid.

• Routine: Combining these skills mentioned 
above to create a routine 

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can run a three part warm up. 
• Devise and run a small skill practice
• Encourages others 
• Good organisation skills 
• Good communication skills
• Confident in different coaching roles.

Key Safety Rules:
• Bare feet only
• Ensure equipment is safe and correctly put out before 

use
• Only 1 person at any one time on a piece of equipment
• Ensure you are confident and have the right out of 

support before attempting any jumps, rolls and 
balances. 

Teamwork and Respect:
• Sets an example for others to follow.
• Very fair in competition.
• Always respect others whilst they are demonstrating 

their routine
• Works well in a team and supports their peers.



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Volleyball Terms: 2-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

rules in volleyball?
2) Can you explain how to 

perform the set shot? 
What other skills can 
you perform?

3) Why is a warmup really 
important when taking 
part in volleyball?

4) Volleyball is really 
popular in Brazil and 
USA, why do you think it 
is less popular in the 
UK?

Key Skills:
• Serve: Used to restart the game. Top tips; low 

body position, stand side on, hold ball in front, 
strike ball with heal of your hand, swinging 
from a low to high motion

• Set: Used to set a team member up for a 
spike. Top tips; hands above your head, fingers 
not palms, high elbows, height on the ball, hips 
and knees bent.

• Dig: Commonly used to prevent the ball from 
hitting the floor. Top tips; flat forearms, elbows 
locked, height on the ball, swing form 
shoulders, hips and knees bent.   

• Spike: Used commonly to score points, 
‘smashing’ the ball to the floor in the 
oppositions side of the court. Top tips; high 
elbow, close to the net, strike the ball down, 
high leap. 

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can run a three part warm up. 
• Devise and run a small skill practice
• Encourages others 
• Good organisation skills 
• Good communication skills
• Confident in different roles: Coach, Referee, 

Scorer.

Key Rules in Volleyball:
• 6 players on the floor at any one time – 3 in the front 

row and 3 in the bank row.
• There is a maximum of 3 hits per side.
• Players may not hit the ball twice in succession. (A 

block is not considered a hit.) 
• Players cannot catch, hold or throw the ball.
• Players cannot make any contact with the net – if this 

were to happen, the opposition team, gain a point and 
the serve if they do not already hold it. 

• If the ball hits the boundary line, it is in. 
• The team member in the ‘back right hand corner’ of 

the court, is the designated server. 

Teamwork and Respect:
• Sets an example for others to follow.
• Very fair in competition.
• Always gracious in defeat and humble in victory.
• Works well in a team and supports their peers.
• Never argues with the referee.



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities (OAA) Terms: 3-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

key principles you 
should also follow in 
OAA?

2) Can you explain how to 
use grid references to 
find specific locations?

3) How does OAA teach 
students the importance 
of communication and 
teamwork?

4) What are the potential 
dangers you might face 
when orienteering in 
open countryside?

Key Skills:
• To take on the principle of ‘Plan, do, review’ 

in problem solving activities
• To refine ideas and try different approaches 

to solving problems
• To orientate a map of the school field
• To use grid references to place markers out 

and to find codes
• To work as a team member
• Verbal and non-verbal communication skills

Leadership and Coaching:
• To run a warm-up appropriate for OAA
• To show good communication skills
• To consider the safety of self and others in 

the tasks set
• To take on a variety of roles e.g. leading, 

organising, managing

Key Rules in OAA:
• To follow the rules of orienteering and problem solving
• To follow the safety aspects of the tasks set

Teamwork and Respect:
• To listen to each others' opinion and discuss ideas
• To motivate others to succeed
• To cooperate with others in solving problems
• To be fair in competition



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Softball Terms: 3-4

Key Skills:
• Batting: Hitting the ball into space, short hits 

(bunting) into the diamond, long hits into the 
outfield (possible home run). 

• Pitching (Bowling): Underarm pitch from the 
pitcher’s circle. Must pass over the batting mat, 
must be between the batter's knees and 
shoulders to be counted.

• Catching: Can use a softball glove to aid 
catching. All players can wear gloves. Vital 
catching positions are on all 4 bases due to 
fielders throwing the ball into them for 
attempted run outs. 

Leadership and Coaching:
• Can run a three part warm up.
• Devise and run a small skill practice
• Encourages others
• Good organisation skills
• Good communication skills
• Confident in different roles: Coach, Referee, 

Scorer.

Teamwork and Respect:
• Sets an example for others to follow.
• Very fair in competition.
• Always gracious in defeat and humble in 

victory.
• Works well in a team and supports their peers.
• Never argues with the referee.

Key Rules in Softball:
• Strike: Complete swing and miss when batting. 

Failing to swing at a “good” ball. Three strikes and 
you are out.

• Foul Ball: Hitting the ball but not within the playing 
area (base 1 to base 3). You get unlimited foul balls 
but each foul ball will be counted as strike until the 
second foul ball. You can be caught out on a foul ball. 
Runners cannot run on a foul ball.

• Double Play: Batter is caught out but another runner 
is also run out. Can even get triple plays with 
exceptional fielding.

• Run Outs: Fielders get the ball to the base you are 
running to before you, you are now out. If you leave 
the base you can be out at anytime if the fielders get 
the ball to the base, but you can overrun first base.

• Tagging: When running between bases, fielders in 
possession of the ball can tag you, you are now out.

• Miss-Fields: If the fielding team drop the ball/over 
throw the ball, bases are now open and runners can 
run.

• Diamond Area: Only the pitcher is allowed inside the 
diamond. Fielders can wait on the edge of the 
diamond, and enter as the pitcher pitches the ball.

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

softball tactics/ 
strategies?

2) Can you explain the Foul 
Ball rule? What other 
rules can you explain?

3) Could you act as a 
captain and position the 
fielders to outwit the 
batting team?

4) Think about the best 
way to set up the batting 
line up based on the skill 
set of your team…



Physical Education Year: 7, 8 and 9
Rounders Terms: 3-4

Big Questions:
1) Can you name THREE 

rounders tactics/ 
strategies?

2) Can you explain the 
scoring system in 
rounders? What other 
rules can you explain?

3) Could you act as a 
captain and position the 
fielders to outwit the 
batting team?

4) Think about the best 
way to set up the batting 
line up based on the skill 
set of your team…

Key Skills:
• Develop an understanding of the principles of 

striking and fielding
• Increase their range of skills needed to 

participate effectively
• Develop an understanding of the rules 
• Develop an understanding of the tactics 

required 
• To understand and apply the principles of 

scoring
• Observe others and apply self check 

techniques in order to improve their own and 
others' games

Leadership and Coaching:
• Knowledge of rules and regulations
• Knowledge of warm up and cool down
• Organisational skills
• Creativity and tactical vision 
• Opportunity to take on different roles e.g. 

player, coach, scorer, umpire

Key Rules in Rounders:
• The bowler bowls the ball to the batter, who hits the 

ball anywhere on the Rounders pitch. The batter then 
runs to as many posts as possible before the fielders 
return the ball to touch the post the batter is heading 
for.

• If the batter reaches the 2nd or 3rd post in one hit, the 
batting team scores ½ Rounder.

• If the batter reaches 4th post in one hit, the batting 
team scores a Rounder.

• A batter is out if the fielding team catch the ball hit by 
a batter before it touches the ground or by touching 
the post the batter is running to with the ball before 
the batter reaches it.

• If the batter incurs 2 no balls in a row then a penalty 
1/2 rounder is given to the batting team.

• There is a penalty 1/2 rounder given to the batting 
team if the batter is obstructed by a fielder.

• Batters must always keep contact with the post, either 
with their hand or bat. If you don’t, the fielders can 
stump you out at the following post.

• You don’t have to move to the next post every time a 
ball is bowled.

Teamwork and Respect:
• Honest/Fair               
• Demonstrates good sportsmanship
• Speaks to peers/teacher with respect
• Motivates others
• Compassionate











Performing Arts Group: KS3
Drama Techniques/Production Elements Term: 4 

BIG QUESTIONS

What are Performance 
Skills and why are they 
used?

How can you use 
Performance Skills to 
create a character?

What are Drama 
Techniques and why 
are they used?

What are Production 
Elements and how can 
they enhance a 
performance?

What are stage 
positions and why are 
they important?

Can you name 4 types 
of staging?

How can staging types 
be used to enhance a 
performance?



Key 
Vocabulary

Performance Skills

Drama Techniques

Teamwork

Stage positioning

Types of stage

Proscenium Arch

Traverse

In The Round

Thrust 

Production 
Elements

Technical Elements

Types of staging in theatre
Proscenium Arch     In The Round

Thrust Stage                                   Traverse Stage

Production Elements



Food Preparation and Nutrition Year 8 Term 4

Food History

46

BIG 
QUESTIONS

Do you know 
what foods 

were eaten in 
these eras and 
was it healthy?

Romans

Middle Ages

Victorians

20th Century

WW2

1950’s 
Onwards



Healthy Food
History of Food Term 4 year 7 and 8

BIG 
QUESTIONS

Do you know 
what foods 
were eaten 

in these eras 
and was it 
healthy?

Romans

Middle Ages

Victorians

20th Century

WW2

1950’s 
Onwards

Romans
Seasonal diet, agricultural society
one main meal of the day called Cena
Diet of fruit and veg, seafood, game and poultry and beans and lentils and bread
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Middle Ages
Seasonal diet, agricultural society
Most people ate pottage a dish made from cereal and vegetables and occasionally 
meat. 3 main carbohydrates oats, rye and barley. 

Victorians
Seasonal diet, Industrial society
Big gap between wealthy and poor diet.  Potato has become the main form of 
carbohydrate in the diet.

20th Century
Seasonal diet, Industrial society
Meat becoming more available for most people at least once a week.  Rise of fish 
and chip and pie and mash takeaways.

WW2
Seasonal diet, Industrial society
Rationing used to ensure that everyone had a share of food and commodities when 
they were scarce

1950’s Onwards
Seasonal diet moving on to availability all year long, Industrial society
More food more available to all people with preservation techniques, holidays 
abroad influencing what people want to eat.



Homework Links

https://worldwar2.org.uk/world-
war-2-recipes

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
ww2peopleswar/stories/64/a443

9964.shtml

http://www.recipespastandprese
nt.org.uk/wartime/

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk
/food-drink/recipes/retro-

recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes

Key Vocabulary

Cena Roman word for main meal 
of the day

Garum from word for fish 
seasoning sauce

Seasonal foods eaten in season

Perseveration ways of food being 
saved to be used out of season

Rationing = fair distribution of 
food and commodities when they 

were scarce 

Home work Research recipes from Rationing in 
WW2 in UK and write a report. 

Pick 2 recipes that you would like to eat and 2 
recipes that you would not like to eat  from a 

WW2 ration book and compare them to modern 
day recipes.

Say why you have chosen the above recipes.

Which ingredients fall into which category of the 
Eatwell Guide.

Say if you think the recipes you have chosen are 
healthy or not and why?

Include some pictures where possible
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https://worldwar2.org.uk/world-war-2-recipes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/64/a4439964.shtml
http://www.recipespastandpresent.org.uk/wartime/
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink/recipes/retro-recipes-10-thrifty-wartime-dishes


Creative Technology Year:8
The Art of Recycling: Redesign, Toys and the 6 R’s Term: 4

BIG QUESTIONS

What are the 6 R’s?

What is ‘Junk Art’

What are TOYS for?

What can TOYS 
teach a child aged 1 
– 4 years of age?

What can TOYS 
teach children aged 
5 - 11?

How can you use 
Collage to help you 
design a puzzle? 

Discover ways to 
record ideas using 
recycled materials.

What are the pros 
and cons of using 
recycled materials to 
create a simple toy?

What Health and 
Safety Techniques 
should you 
consider?

Can you create your 
own jigsaw puzzle 
using recycled 
materials ?

BRIEF: To create an imaginative educational puzzle using a range of recycled 
materials during lockdown: Research the possible ways everyday household recycling 
can be repurposed to create an educational toy, specifically a tactile visual puzzle. 
Collage could also be used to create a mixed media image for a visually interesting 
educational puzzle, with tactile and aural elements.

Aim Higher:.

• Give some biographical information about the 2 ‘Junk Artists’ you researched
• Use the colour wheel to select either a ‘warm’ or ‘cool’ palette for your puzzle
• Combine drawing and collage techniques to create a mixed media puzzle image
• Analyse and explain the specific educational aspects of your puzzle

Research and write about useful Objects made with Recycled materials: 
1. What does the terms ‘Re-purposing’ and ‘Upcycling’mean?
2. Describe 3 different objects made from recycled materials.
3. Choose two artworks by two different ‘Junk’ artists, describe their appearance and 

how you think they were made. 
4. Think about 3 safe toys you could make for a pre-school child with recycled 

materials, draw a diagram of the toys, describe what it is made from and how it is 
made.

5. Record ideas for an educational jigsaw puzzle to support numeracy or literacy
6. Use collage techniques to devise a tactile visual puzzle for a child aged 3 - 6 yrs

TASK: Design and Produce a tactile jigsaw puzzle for a Primary School aged child

1. Research and create a moodboard of at least 2 Junk Artists
2. Research different jigsaw puzzle arrangements and shapes
3. Research different educational puzzles
4. Lightly sketch out the lay out for your educational puzzle on paper
5. Use a combination of collage, drawing and painting techniques to 

create a clear numerical or alphabet themed image.
6. Glue your picture to thin card, such as a recycled cereal box
7. Carefully and safely cut your picture into puzzle shapes
8. Photograph your puzzle and email to your teacher if you are working 

remotely
9. Teacher or TA will photograph your puzzle if you are in school
10. Complete an analysis of your Educational Puzzle

Wings made from flipflops

By Tim Kline

Dog made from toys
by Robert Bradford

George W Hart

Figure made from pencils
by Federico Uribe



Research Links
https://premiumjoy.com/
blog/advantages-of-
puzzles-for-child-
development/

https://www.learning4kid
s.net/2012/02/21/why-
are-puzzles-so-good-for-
kids-learning/

https://childdevelopmenti
nfo.com/child-
activities/why-puzzles-
are-good-for-your-childs-
development/#gs.tsge24

Key Vocabulary

Literacy Numeracy 

Visual Recognition

Dexterity

Special Awareness

Sorting Ordering

Cognitive Ability

Coordination

Patience 50

Some Examples of Educational Puzzles for Children

The puzzles tend to use bold simple shapes 
and bright colours. Why is this?

You can take a different approach to your 
puzzle design but you must explain your 
reasons for using particular colours and 
shapes.

Can you devise a different style of puzzle 
that will interest young children, teaching 
them new skills and information?

https://premiumjoy.com/blog/advantages-of-puzzles-for-child-development/
https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/02/21/why-are-puzzles-so-good-for-kids-learning/

