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Final Countdown for
Year 11 pupils
Message from Mrs Cooper—Head of Year 11:
Well, what a year group! This beautiful bunch are about to finish their time in Key
Stage 4 at the Abbey School, and what a pleasure it has been to travel this path with them. They have proved
themselves to be a fantastic year group with such promise for the future. They have made me laugh, some
have nearly made me cry (I said nearly!) but most of all, the entire year group is full of brilliant characters that
have made my time as their Head of Year a really pleasurable experience.

STUDENT/
PARENTS’
INFORMATION

Key Term Dates: 4
2 June: Students
return to school
17 June: PE Prize
Giving ceremony
20 June: Swimming
Gala
27 June: Non
Uniform Day
4 July: Sports Day
4 July: Year 11 Prom
9 July: Year 10
careers day
11 July: Sixth Form
Prom
14 July: Year 7
Reward trip
15 July: Year 8/9
Reward Trip
16 July: Year 10/12
Reward Trip
16 July: Abbey’s Got
Talent
16 July: Summer Fete
17 July: Prize Giving
ceremony evening
18 July: Students
break for Summer
holidays

Summer 2014
Exams
The dates can be
found on the school
website:
www.abbeyschoolfav
ersham.co.uk/newsdates/exam-dates

The range of skills that they possess is truly inspiring, from the student who is capable of taking a motorcycle
engine apart and re-building it, to the super talented singers, dancers, hairdressers and athletes. Then there are
those that will go on to university, those with apprenticeships and those that can’t wait to get to college. You
wait, this time next year, they really will be saying that their school days were the best days of their lives.
Some of them have such vision and dedication and I’m looking forward to hearing about their
successes in the future, of which I am sure there will be many. Others will get there in the end.
Each and every one of them is a unique individual in
their own right. I have seen this group of Year 11
students grow and mature over their five years at the
Abbey
School and
I wish them
all the very
best for the
future.

International Baccalaureate
comes to The Abbey School
The Abbey School has been approved
to become a centre to offer the
International Baccalaureate Careerrelated Certificate (IBCC), in collaboration
with Dane Court Grammar School and
six other schools in Kent.
It is a new programme of study for 16 to
19 year-olds that has been developed
by the prestigious International
Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) and
combines academic and vocational
work.
Students enrolling for the certificate will
take at least two IB subjects, a
vocational qualification like a BTEC, or
applied A levels, and a work-related
qualification alongside core studies,
such as community service and critical
thinking. They also have to learn a foreign language. Mrs Woodend, Headteacher, said: “Selecting the right
courses at post-16 is crucial to the future prospects of our students. The Abbey offers an exciting package of A
level and IBCC courses that will develop rounded, confident and capable individuals ready to move on to higher
education, further education or the work place. The IBCC curriculum combines academic rigour with the personal
skills needed for future success and we are very excited to be the first school to offer the IBCC to students in
Faversham, Swale and Canterbury.”
Schools have to be extensively vetted by the IBO before being authorised to run the course and the Abbey’s
application was graded very highly. In Kent a total of 145 students will be graduating in 2014 having studied the
IBCC programme. Schools where students have completed the IBCC report that 70% are going on to further or
higher education or training, with 29% pursuing careers.
The IBCC is designed in keeping with the IB’s mission to promote an international outlook and intercultural
understanding among young people. The Abbey School already participates in the British Council’s Comenius
programme which aims to promote understanding of the diversity of European culture. Pupils visited a school in
Rieti, Italy, this month to learn about the Italian education system. The school now has links all over the world and
recently received a visit from a partner school in Tahiti.

First Aid course in Child Development
On 25-26 March, the Sixth Form Child
Development group were involved in a First
Aid course. They were taught what to do in
emergency situations such as choking,
anaphylaxis and heart attacks. They also
learnt how to put a casualty into the recovery
position, bandaging and resuscitation skills.
It was a great day overall and the students
gained experience from the course.

Teacher campaigns for more
defibrillators
Pupils at The Abbey School were allowed to ditch their school uniforms on Friday 2 May
with the permission of Head of History Mr Storey.
Mr Storey organised the non school uniform day to raise funds for the charity Sudden Arrhythmic Death Syndrome
(SADS).

His fiancée, Claire Mitchell and her family have the condition Long QT syndrome, which causes a rapid heartbeat
and fainting. The condition can be fatal and Claire’s sister is a sufferer who nearly lost her life after going into
cardiac arrest. She was saved after being resuscitated and now Mr Storey and the charity wants to see defibrillators
installed in public places including The Abbey School to save more lives.
Mr Storey is supporting an e-petition to make it a requirement in law that defibrillators are widely available and he
sent the link http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/61207 to staff and pupils to add their names to it.
SADS supports people with Long QT syndrome and Mr Storey said: “I put the idea for the SADS fundraiser to the
School Council and they agreed the non-uniform day. I am really pleased that the day raised £500 for the charity.”
Mr Storey is planning to take part in the London Triathlon in August to continue his fundraising mission for SADS.

Year 11 Leavers’ book
now available!
Year 11 Leavers’ books are now available to buy. It will cost you £5 and all
proceeds will go towards the Year 11 Prom.
If you want to buy a book, please see Mr Parsons, Mrs Toms or
Mrs Shaddick. Grab your copy today!

Extra
Curricular
Terms 5 & 6
MONDAYS:
Cricket Nets, All years,
Sports Hall, 3.20pm —
4:30pm
Science Club, All years, B7,
3.3.0-4.15pm
TUESDAYS:
Technology Club, All years,
C7, 3.20-4.30pm
Allstars Book Club, All
years, LRC, 3.30-4.15pm
Rounders Practice, All years,
Sports Field, 3.20-4.30pm
WEDNESDAYS:
Athletics Practice, All years,
Sports Hall, 3.20-4.30pm
Code Academy, All years,
B16, 3.30-4.15pm
Drawing Club, All years, S1
& S2, 3.20-4.30pm

Italy Comenius Project
The most recent of the Comenius
trips has just taken place. A small
group of year 10 students
accompanied Mr Heap Business
Development Manager and Miss
Gordon, Food Technology Teacher
for a 5 day visit to IPSSEOA, a
vocational school in Rieti, central
Italy.
This was an opportunity for the
students to experience the Italian
education system first hand, and
also sample Italian culture, history
and cuisine. Our host school
specialises in catering, front of
house and hotel management
among a raft of other courses. Students stayed with students who they had met and hosted
in Faversham during January of this year.
The trip included a visit to see the school in action, eating the wonderful food produced and
served by our Italian hosts and a series of presentations and cultural visits. There was also
the opportunity to try new and delicious foods and of course experience the magic of
historic Rome. We also had an opportunity to try out our very limited Italian. We even got to
meet the Mayor who was very welcoming and made clear his mission to form lasting links
with communities in other European countries.
We were very well looked after by our Italian host and hope this will be the start of a
mutually enriching partnership

Year 8 Focus Day

Lazerlight, All years, B1,
Lunchtimes

Year 8 students had a PSHE Focus Day to remember with a variety of
external speakers to entertain and inform them. The Fire Service had a
session for the students on arson and had a powerful message - arson
is not a joke. Students watched life stories from real incidents and took
THURSDAYS:
on board the seriousness of the dangers. The majority of students
Two Thirty Clubs: at 2.30pm thought that this session was the most informative and interesting.
every Thursday in the LRC
FRIDAYS:
French Homework Support
Club, All years, C17,
Lunchtimes

Dove beauty products ran a session promoting health and well being. Students found out that
"true beauty" is not just looks alone! Finding out the positive things about ourselves is important
- "it is good to be me!" was the message to all the Year 8 pupils.
Other sessions included IT safety, alcohol and the dangers of over indulging, Cyber bullying,
"Selfies - how we promote ourselves on line" as well as the local Police. By studying our
identity and safety we hope that students understand the risks and how to develop strategies
to keep themselves safe. Students all have the power to
make decisions in and out of school - by understanding
the reasons we may make more intelligent choices.
PSHE is an integral part of our curriculum. Year 8 students
have been studying Identity, Safety and Society this term
and considering our local community. They have also
studied this year a Comenius project, Personal Finance
and Economic Well Being and D.A.T.E. (Drugs, alcohol,
tobacco education). Term 6 will see students completing
Careers PSHE work.
All the students were engaged and 95% voted that PSHE
was an important part of their education. Students were
exceptionally behaved. It certainly was a packed
programme with speeches to remember!

