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4 Key Term Dates: 
 
1 June: Students 
return to school 
16 June: PE Prize 
Giving ceremony 
19 June: Swimming 
Gala 
19 June: Sixth Form 
Prom 
3 July: Sports Day 
3 July: Year 11 Prom 
3 July: Year 10 
Enterprise Day 
8 July: Year 5 Healthy 
Living Day 
9 July: Year 6 
Transition Day 
10 July: Year 8 Kent 
County Show 
14 July: Year 7 
Reward trip 
15 July: Year 7/8 
Reward Trip 
16 July: Year 9/10 
Reward Trip 
17 July: Summer Fete 
20 July: Prize Giving 
ceremony evening 
21 July: Students 
break for Summer 
holidays 
 
 
Summer 2015 
Exams 
The dates can be 
found on the school 
website:  
www.abbeyschoolfav
ersham.co.uk/news-
dates/exam-dates 
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Message from Mrs Lucas (Assistant Headteacher): 
 
The summer public examination season is well underway and our students are rising admirably to the 
occasion. We are exceptionally proud with the attitude, application and conduct exhibited by our students  
sitting these important examinations. We, like you, know how hard they have worked to reach this point and 
wish them every success in the coming weeks, and beyond, as they move forward in their post 16 studies.  
 
Good luck, we will miss you all, you are such a marvelous year group and deserve every success in the future! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Half Term Revision lessons 

Good Luck and farewell to our Year 11 
students 

Last term, six of our talented Year 8 pupils were in the Kent 
final of the Papworth Trust Challenge contest. Chloe 
Anderson, Emma Patience, Saffron Elysee, Ben Wilkinson, 
Morgan Archer and Izzy St. Clair-Baker were divided into two 
teams and tasked with creating a presentation summarising 
the entrepreneurial and fundraising skills they had shown 
over the competition.  

The judges were very impressed with both teams and 
awarded them first and second place. Their prizes included a 
trophy that can be seen in reception, a tree that is soon to be 
planted on school site and vouchers for the pupils.  

Students win Papworth Challenge Kent Finals 

HALF TERM 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
26th May 27th May 28th May 

9am – 
3pm  (breaks 
arranged by 
staff) 

English - Mrs Goss & Miss 
Pollakova         
Food Tech - Mrs Bright 

Maths - Mr Graham, Mrs Scott, 
Mr Youard, Miss Pope    
History - Mr Storey & Mr Cloke 

INGOTS (ICT) Mr 
Edwards 



 
 
 
 

 

Midfielder Donnelly wins Florida 
Scholarship 

 

Talented Abbey School pupil Josh Donnelly, a Dover Athletic 
FC Academy player, will be living the dream after being 
scouted by a Florida university. The 18-year-old midfielder has been offered 
a full scholarship to the Eastern Florida State University, having developed 
his skills through the academy programme run in partnership with The 
Abbey. He will play football for two years in the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) division. Afterwards the teenager will take up 
another two-year contract playing for the University of North Carolina 
Greensboro Spartans. 
 
Donnelly, who has appeared for the Whites’ first team, as well as in pre-
season matches for Margate, was described by the US coaches as like “a 
young Danny Welbeck”. He will travel to America in August, despite 
breaking his jaw at Easter in a match against Bromley. Donnelly said: “I 
have metal plates fitted and I thought that might delay my departure but it 

turns out I can do my rehabilitation in the US. “I will be getting all my coaching, accommodation and living 
expenses paid and it is an incredible offer from the US. I’ve been working it out and I think the deal is worth 
around £30,000 so it’s an amazing opportunity. I’m more excited than I am nervous about going out there.” 
Praising The Abbey School’s programme, Josh, a former Ursuline College, Westgate, pupil said: “I heard that The 
Abbey’s programme had a great reputation and I wanted to combine doing A-levels with playing football so it 
was ideal for me.” Donnelly, known as JJ, is studying for a Btech level 3 in sport at The Abbey and will continue 
his learning stateside when he will read sports coaching/science at the university. Eastern Florida State University 
has state-of-art facilities and can accommodate 1000 supporters, with all matches televised. 
 
Mr Sandmann, Academy Manager at The Abbey School said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for JJ and there is not 
a player who deserves it more than him. Throughout his two years with Dover Athletic Academy I have seen JJ 
develop as a player and a character. His work ethic is second to none, he always wants to improve and his 
desire for success has always been something that has really pleased me as his manager. “To be offered a 
scholarship in America is a real achievement but to be offered a full scholarship with no fees is just testament to 
his hard work and constant willingness to improve as a player. I couldn’t be happier for him and will be looking 
forward to keeping tracks on his progress whilst he is away.” 
 
Donnelly, who was spotted by the US talent scouts through the agency PASS4Soccer added: “I am really looking 
forward to going and having this once-in-a-lifetime experience. I was looking forward to going to America in 
itself, but Florida makes it even better. I also can't wait to play at a high level of football with the best facilities; 
hopefully, this can be the start of helping me to achieve my dream goal.” 



 
 
 
 
 

Over the Easter holidays, Miss Haran and Mr Webb took a group 
of ten students to visit our partner school Taaone in Tahiti, French 
Polynesia. The trip was for ten days, with two days of that 
consisting of travel to this remote island in the middle of the 
Pacific.  

The trip formed part of one of 
our Comenius projects titled 
‘Languages for Future 
Employment’. Mr Webb and the 
MFL department have taught a 
unit on careers linked to this 
project, and students have been 
working hard on the project 
since it began in September 
2013. As we arrived in Tahiti, we 
were greeted by traditional 
singers at the airport as well as 
a welcome party from the 

school. Students were able to experience school life at Taaone. They were stunned to discover some of the Tahitian 
students would get the 6am ferry from Mo’orea every day, walk to the school from the port before napping outside 
of the school building whilst they waited for their first lesson of the day.  In Mo’orea we took a boat tour around the 
outside of the island to learn about its geography, wildlife and history. We were able to arrive at a welcome 
breakfast held by the international coordinator of Taaone, Richard Deane. Richard welcomed us into his home and 
walked the students to the local stream to introduce the students to local legends and the Tahitian language.  

Whilst of course there were some obvious benefits for the students, such as the chance to practice their French, 
gain confidence and experience a new culture, the greatest benefit for them was getting to experience just how 
valuable a foreign language is. Students could observe just how much more Mr Webb got to experience because 
of his fluency in French compared to Ms Haran, who struggled with the basics. They talked about how they 
realised there would be more opportunities such as this trip for them in the future if they persevered with 
languages, and, given the enthusiasm and proficiency for English shown by their new friends, they saw how they 
may be at a disadvantage without it. Some of the students have already begun to investigate university courses 
with years abroad, and enquire about other opportunities that may be available to them. It was an exceptional trip 
and the students were a credit to the school. 
 
 

 Trips: starting off with Poland... 

And then Tahiti! 

Two students recently accompanied Miss James and Mr Crittenden for a 5 day 
visit to Lödz, Poland thanks to our Comenius project. 
 
This was an opportunity for the students to experience the Polish education 
system first hand, and also sample polish culture, history and cuisine. Our host 
school was a ‘primary’ school whose students were aged up to 13 years old. 
They were one of the few schools locally to have a class of students with 
educational and physical needs. Our 
students stayed with students who 
they had met and hosted in 
Faversham during January of last 
year. Whilst visiting the school we 
witnessed the younger children 
participating in an annual tradition of 
saying goodbye to winter and 
welcoming summer by burning an 
effigy. The trip included a visit to see 
the school in action, as well as 

cultural visits to Warsaw, the science centre, a local animation 
company and much more. We also had an opportunity to try out our 
very limited Polish, with Mr Crittenden practicing at every opportunity! We even got to visit the town hall and 
explore the Mayor’s chambers. 



 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
The Performing Arts students worked as a group, 
making decisions about the themes, format and music 
choices.  After much discussion they agreed to focus 
our piece around WAR.  Is there anybody out there 
listening to the news about war? - this is what the 
class imagined soldiers may be thinking,  even in 
2015, but especially in previous wars.  
   
Mrs Page coordinated and directed the performance to 
echo the GCSE Unit 2 live show that the group will 
have to perform to an external examiner next 
year.  "The students can be proud of their 
achievements and the level of talent on display was 
breathtaking. Some moving, mature moments that 
engaged the audience throughout. Not one student 
broke out of character despite being on stage the 
entire time, everyone pulled together and final 
rehearsals saw the execution of lines perfected with 
empathy and sincerity for their characters.  I was 
overwhelmed with the final performance, total 
commitment on display at all times." 
 
Captain Gavin Smyth came into school to teach the 
class drills, marching and to give a presentation about 
his time in Afghanistan.  Students completed research 
tasks on a variety of conflicts over the ages.  This 
showcase was about giving each student the chance 
to perform in front of a live audience as 
most had not acted on stage before. 

Work Experience in local land based businesses 

On Friday 24 April, ex student Adam Grealish gave an 
excellent presentation to year 9 Performing Arts students 
on the history of drumming. Students were able to 
participate in a range of activities following a 
performance by Adam.   
 
Following his university degree, Adam has continued to 
love playing the drums and wants to encourage more 
students to take up drumming too!  

Showcase — Is there 
anybody out there? 

Swale Youth Forum 
Abdol Kara gave an interesting presentation on General 
and Local elections. Delegates had the opportunity to 
discuss this topic and were enthused about the 
importance of their future vote. Abdool Kara explained 
how the voting system worked and answered questions. 
Our delegates had a quiz involving ballot papers which 
they enjoyed. 
Hot topics raised by the Chair were key issues affecting 
young people in their school and wider area. Information 
was given on local health provision and discussion 
around health needs for young people. Thank you to our 
delegates this term: Summer Stacey ,Bradley Church , 
Callum Reynolds ,Chloe Wood and Ben Parkes. 

Year 9 and Year 10 students studying GCSE Environmental and Land Based Science, took 
part in work experience at a variety of local businesses including the Royal School for Deaf 
Children, Margate’s  farm at Monkshill, White leaf Stables in Teynham, Doddington 
Hawking Centre, “Grow” at Brogdale and Bridgen’s Nursery. At Monkshill students helped 
care for a variety of livestock from poultry to young lambs, Whiteleaf Stables gave students 
an opportunity to discover the demands of work in a large stable; some of the students 
involved have since gone back to do voluntary work there at weekends. Students who 
visited the Hawking Centre worked with a variety of birds from Harris Hawks to African 
White Backed Vultures. “Grow” kindly donated an Apple tree to the school and two of the 
students who worked there were able to explain the importance of an MM106 rootstock for 
clay soil like ours and the value of planting trees using Mycorrhizal fungi.  
 
The Abbey School would like to thank the kindness and hard work of all the placement providers. The GCSE 
Environmental and Land Based Science course includes a coursework assignment based on work experience and 
without the support of these businesses it would have been impossible. On 7 June, Monkshill Farm will be holding 
an Open Farm Sunday and I would strongly recommend all those with even a passing interest in farming attend. 


