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Final countdown for
Year 11 and Year 13
pupils

 6 June —Students return to

school
 17 June —Year 7 & 8 Swim-

ming Gala
 24 June —Year 9 Enterprise

Day
 24 June —Sixth Form Prom
 1 July —Sports Day
 1 July—Year 11 Prom
 1 July—Year 10 Enterprise

Day
 4 July— Newquay Trip
 4 July— Year 8 Enterprise Day
 8 July—Year 8 Kent County

Show

Message from all staff at The Abbey School
The summer public examination season is well underway and you, as students, are rising
admirably to the occasion. We are exceptionally proud with the attitude, application and
conduct exhibited during these important examinations. We know how hard you have
worked to reach this point and wish you every success in the coming weeks, and beyond, as
you move forward in your post-16 studies and on to University, apprenticeships or work.
We hope to see you all in the Year 11 and Year 13 Proms. Good luck, we will miss you all,
you have been a credit to the school and your families and you deserve every success.

 11 July—Year 7 & 8 Reward

Trip
 12 July—Year 9 & 10 Reward

Trip
 14 July—Year 6 Transition

Day
 15 July—School Fete
 15 July—Non Uniform Day
 20 July—Term ends
 6 Sept—Students return for

Term 1

Pupil’s music review hits The
Guardian Website
Patrick Lyle-Condon in Year 10, who has a keen interest in
music and media, has recently succeeded in having a
music review published on The Guardian website. It is a
great achievement to be publicised on such an
established and widely regarded platform. Equally, it
is great to see the motivation in pursuing one's interests.
Read the review (picture to the right): Patrick is very
much holding his own against the adults on the panel.

“It was a fantastic experience
for them and they were
brilliant ambassadors for The
Abbey School.”

Fantastic achievement at the
KSSA Swimming
Championships
Lois Duchesne, Kia Drake, Chloe
Bullard and Molly Stemp
represented The Abbey School at
the KSSA Swimming Championships
recently.
All girls won medals in their
respective swimming disciplines—
an excellent achievement from the
girls. Next year we hope to field an
even bigger team as well as a boys’
squad. Well done and
congratulations to all these
talented girls — we are very proud
of you!
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Boys do battle in Barcelona for Lloret Cup
Footballers from
The Abbey School
have taken part in an international
tournament in Spain. The Lloret Cup
is played out on both grass and
artificial pitches in the Barcelona
district and this year attracted 205
teams from across the globe. A
team of Year 9 pupils, aged 13 to 14,
played three games as an under-15s’
squad in the contest that included
youth teams from Australia, America and from top European clubs including Real Zaragoza and
Atletico Madrid.
The boys’ first fixture was against German side TSV Weyhe-Lahausen, where they held their
opponents to a 0-0 draw at half time, but conceded a goal early in the second half and were
punished late on as another goal from the German side hit the back of the net resulting in a 2-0
defeat. Captain Zac Benfield was made man of the match for his defensive displays. A second
game against Spanish side CE Vila Olimpica saw The Abbey School side go 1-0 up early on with a
well-executed header from Sam Scott, only to see Olimpica equalise just before half time and
score again straight after the break. Coach Mr Nuttall said of the 2-1 defeat: “We rallied and had
some good chances but were unable to get an equaliser despite changing formation and putting
on extra forward players.”
Centre midfield Finley Banks was named man of the match for his controlled performance and
quality passes. The boys’ final match was against Italian side Fidenza AC, who Nuttall described
as very strong. He said: “We needed to win by three goals to qualify out of the group but
unfortunately they were physically too big and strong for us and we struggled to get a foothold
in the game. We defended resiliently as a team and had a few chances ourselves but ultimately
lost 3-0.” Left back Jay Morrobel was awarded man of the match for keeping Fidenza’s best
player on the fringes of the game. Mr Nuttall added: “Overall, the boys did everyone proud as a
school team competing in an international tournament against players who were a year older. It
was a fantastic experience for them and they were brilliant ambassadors for The Abbey School.”

Pupils’ careers podcast will go national
Pupils at The Abbey School have been working with Brightside, a charity that helps to
propel youngsters into top universities and blue chip careers.
The Abbey School is one of only six in Kent to take part in an online mentoring
programme that equips pupils with the skills, know-how and confidence to break
through barriers to achievement. Now the charity has selected The Abbey School pupils’
careers podcast to be put on the Brightside website, which has over 1.6 million hits a
year.

Midget gems nth term for
Miss Wilkie’s Class
On 13 May, Miss Wilkie’s Maths
class had a very tasty lesson! The
class is studying sequences at the
moment and as the class has been
progressing exceptionally well
through this topic, Miss Wilkie
decided to have an exhilarating
lesson where the students had to
make patterns out of midget gems.
Students were supplied with 40
midget gems and 40 cocktail sticks.
In order to complete the first task
the students had to make a basic
pattern out of the cocktail sticks
and midget gems and record them
in a table in their exercise books.
The students were also told to find
the nth term!

As part of the programme, a team of pupils, age 13-14, put together a humorous
podcast, titled Yet to Decide, which features weird and wonderful careers, with the
message that youngsters should keep an open mind about options.
Judges from Brightside, who are successful business owners or industry specialists,
visited The Abbey School to see pupils present their podcast. They faced a series of
tough questions about their work before judges decided that the Year 9 pupils’ podcast
should feature on the charity’s website. Julia Martin, Emma Patience, Cameron
Slaughter, Hayley Pugsley and Jamie Nye, made up the successful team.
The Abbey School teacher Mr Cloke said after the visit on April 14: "It has been great to
work with Brightside and their online mentors who provide the kind of contacts who
can really benefit pupils as they begin to make choices about their futures. “I'm really
proud of how independently The Abbey School pupils worked on their ideas and
Brightside has been really impressed with the work of The Abbey School pupils too.”
Brightside works alongside Access for Rural and Coast Communities (ARC), which
improves career chances for youngsters living in isolated areas.

Once the first task was completed,
Miss Wilkie had a harder task in
store for them. The students had
to make a well constructed
teetering ‘Tower of Doom’ that
had to stand on its own (and find
the nth term for it)! As the
students started this task they felt
as if the lives of many people were
in the balance! The pressure was
on. As the students began to join
groups to make the ultimate tower
the clock was ticking. The students’
designs ranged from triangles to
squares to many other crazy
unnamed shapes! But overall the
highest was a show-stopping tower
of 7 storeys Students were then
rewarded for their hard work with
Midget gems to eat!

“The Abbey School is one of only six in Kent to take
part in an online mentoring programme”

Crossroads Charity
Care
On 29 April, the School Council visited
Judd’s Folly Hotel to help at a charity
lunch for carers. We provided table
service and helped to lay up the tables,
offered tea and coffee to the guests and
had the opportunity to speak to them. We
all had an enjoyable experience and had
an opportunity to have our photo with
them. It was great to speak to the people
for whom we have raised money.
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Critically acclaimed BBC Documentary
maker speaks to students about Syria
Migrant Crisis
James Routh is a critically acclaimed filmmaker with an enviable reputation
in the UK television industry. He has made documentaries and dramadocumentaries for the BBC, Channel 4, Five and the Discovery Channel,
with much of his work airing around the world. James’ television career
began on a live political discussion show for the BBC. He then worked for
several years as a freelance producer/director for some of Britain’s leading
independent production companies.
In his latest documentary, “Frontline Doctors: Winter Migrant Crisis”, made exclusively for BBC1, James filmed brothers Chris and Xand
Van Tulleken discovering what conditions are like for migrants in Europe during winter and witnessing the medical and humanitarian
response to the refugee crisis.
Mr Cooper’s Y9 Form Group, along with Media and Religious Studies students, had the opportunity to quiz James on how the experience
had impacted on and changed him, how he balances truth with the demands of media censorship, and how he goes through the physical
processes of film making and editing. James was very impressed with our students and said, “They asked some deep and really good
questions. They were really engaged and switched on and are a credit to their teachers and the school.”

“Respect and tolerance for those with different faiths or beliefs are a key part of British
Values”

Pupils make emotional journey to Ypres
Maths for Adults!
The Maths Department is
hoping to offer evening
classes for Adults in GCSE
Maths with Foundation and
Higher papers.
The aim is to hopefully have
this up and running in
September. If you would like
some more information on
this, please contact the
School Office on 01795
532633 and ask to speak to
Mr Graham (Head of Maths)
or Mrs Walpole (Teaching
Assistant in Maths).

Pupils from The Abbey School
have visited the battlefields and
cemeteries of the First World
War. The emotional journey
took the group of 50 pupils
firstly to the site of the battle of
Vimy Ridge, outside the French
town of Lens, where in April
1917, 3,598 Canadian troops
fought and died as part of the
Allied Forces.
They saw the memorial to the
Canadian troops, as well as
evacuated tunnels and recreated trenches. The group, led by The Abbey School’s Head of
History Mr Storey, then visited the Ypres Salient, where pupils Kian Skinner 12 and Holly Best
12 laid a wreath at the German cemetery of Langemark. Mr Storey said: “We wanted to lay
the wreath in a German cemetery to acknowledge the men and women from all sides in the
war who fought and died. “Respect and tolerance for those with different faiths or beliefs are
a key part of British values.”
Pupils then went to Tyne Cot, the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery and Memorial to the
Missing, where thousands of soldiers are buried, some in unmarked graves. They also saw
Jewish graves that have stones placed on them rather than flowers in memory of loved ones.
Afterwards pupils went into the historic town of Ypres, taking the opportunity to visit a
Belgian chocolate shop. The visit, which took place on Friday 6 May 2016 , ended with pupils
attending the Last Post service at the Menin Gate, where British and Commonwealth soldiers
with no known grave are commemorated.
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Mr Storey said: “The pupils were very moved by their visit to the cemeteries and battlefields
of the First World War, when they saw the scale of how many lives had been lost and it is
something they will always remember.”

Primary Visits
On Thursday 23 March and 14
April, as part of the Primary
links SIG Group, Miss Aribi
visited Sheldwich Primary
School and Graveney Primary
School to talk to students
about life at The Abbey School.
Students in Year 7, Jasper
Cory, Niamh Tremain Coker
and Guy Monsarrat originally
from Sheldwich as well as
Jaden Cowell and Jack from
Graveney, were interviewed
about their experience at The
Abbey.
All students appeared on our
promotional video and were a
real credit to our school. This
enabled the Year 5 and Year
6 students to have a positive
insight into our school and to
make a fair judgement about
what life in a secondary school,
such as The Abbey School,
could be like.
Students also had the
opportunity to enjoy some
languages games and showed
Miss Aribi their knowledge in
French. Both schools gave a
warm welcome and we are
looking forward to
welcoming them here soon.

Speaker from Canterbury Prison visits The
Abbey School
A Speaker from Canterbury Prison spoke to Year 11 Performing Art students about life
and the regime of prison.
The students are preparing for their GCSE Performing Arts exam in April and have put
together a response to the question about prison life. Students have undertaken a
number of performing and production roles and are currently in rehearsal.
Having Amanda from Canterbury Prison discuss and describe prison life was eyeopening as our experience to date has been mainly from TV and films we have seen.
During PSHE lessons, students have been able to watch documentaries but having a
prison officer explain their experiences was liberating.
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Pupils meet
French pen pals at
twin town
Pupils from The Abbey School met pen pals at our
partner school in France. The modern foreign
language department took a group of Year 7 pupils to
Hazebrouck, in northern France, Faversham’s twin
town, where they were welcomed by teachers and
town hall representatives.
The 11 and 12-year-olds have been exchanging letters with their French counterparts at the College Fernande Benoist and have been learning
about school life in Hazebrouck, where pupils don’t wear uniform, or attend school on Wednesday afternoon, in common with the rest of the
country. Teacher Ms Aribi led the party of 49 pupils who had the opportunity to practise their French speaking skills and experience life in the
French school system. There was also a chance to enjoy some leisure time at a Flemish waffle museum, where pupils saw the old Flemish
stoves used to make the dish and watch traditional cooking methods, as well as tasting the waffles. The trip took place on May 12 and on
their return to The Abbey School, pupils compared the French and English school systems and debated the merits of each.
Ms Aribi said: “The Abbey School Year 7 pupils took part in a very successful trip to Hazebrouck and really enjoyed practising their French.
They found it very interesting to compare the French and English school systems too. The pupils can’t wait for their French pen pals to visit
our school in June.”

“Pupils found it very interesting to compare the French and English school systems.
Students cannot wait for their French pen pals to visit in June.”

Improving School Communications
For parents, the latest version of ParentMail means you can easily pick up school messages on your
smartphone by downloading the free ParentMail App on Android or iOS.







Access ParentMail even when there’s no network connection.
No need to search through your busy personal inbox for school messages.
Instant access – no need to login to complete forms or read messages.
In-app ‘notifications’ help make sure things don’t get missed or forgotten.
Help preserve your data allowance.

To use the latest version of ParentMail all you need to do is verify your account. Over the next few
days, you will be sent either an email or text message from ParentMail when you receive this
please just follow the instructions below. If you have both a mobile number and an email address
registered on your account, you will receive a registration invitation by text and email. You can decide which way you register – but you will
only need to register once.
Mobile registration:
Please click on the link from the text message and follow the verification process. You will be asked to enter some details, answer a security
question to verify who you are and to set a password for your account.
Email registration:
Please click on the link from the email and follow the verification process. As above, you will be asked to enter some details, answer a security
question to verify who you are and to set a password for your account.
The ParentMail website has also changed to https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk/
Please be assured that ParentMail is registered with the Information Commissioner and guarantees that all information you provide will be
kept private and will not be passed on to any other organisation. If you have any issues or queries with the process please contact Mr P Stiles
via the school office as soon as possible.
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The Abbey School proud to
support Anti-Homophobia
Day
Tuesday 17 May was
International Day against
Homophobia, Biphobia and
Transphobia.

TOWIE star presents pupils
with Diana Award

The Abbey School students and
staff were proud to wear bright
or multi-coloured ties, scarfs,
socks, tights and hair
accessories to celebrate,
recognise and connect with
these issues, as well as to show
tolerance and understanding.

A group of pupils from The Abbey School have been
presented with a Diana Award by Ricky Rayment who starred in TOWIE.
The six pupils were recognised for their work in helping newcomers to the school to settle
in, supporting vulnerable pupils and taking the lead on anti-bullying. They are also
passionate charity supporters and have raised money for Macmillan and Cancer Research at
school fund raising events.
The youngsters, who are aged between 12 and 14-years-old, visited New Hall School in
Chelmsford, Essex, where ex-TOWIE star Ricky Rayment presented them with the Diana
Active Volunteer Award.

“The Abbey School Peer Mentors are an amazing group
of pupils and I cannot speak highly enough of their work
and dedication”

British Values of individual
liberty, mutual respect and
tolerance are not just what we
do at the Abbey School, they
are a fundamental core of who
we are. They are a key
foundation which makes every
child’s experience at the Abbey
School rich, meaningful, varied,
and safe.

Chantel Stimpson, 14, said: “I was so proud that our peer mentor team won the Diana
Award. We were praised for supporting other pupils, but we are happy to do it as we
remember what it was like coming from primary school to secondary school, so we helped
the Year 7s at break and lunchtimes.”
Ricky Rayment congratulated the pupils, along with Tessy Ojo, Diana Award chief executive,
at the event on April 27 where the teenagers also met singers Larissa Eddie and Faith Nelson
of BBC’s The Voice.
Teacher Mrs Blythe said: “The Abbey School peer mentors are an amazing group of pupils
and I cannot speak highly enough of their work and dedication. They provide support,
encouragement and information to our vulnerable pupils. The pupils are welcoming and
kind and have helped make our school the friendly place it is.”
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Staff taught a
footballing lesson by
Year 11
School staff were
taught a footballing
lesson by the Year 11 boys' football
team in a fundraising fixture to
raise money for their prom and
yearbooks.
To use a footballing cliché, it was a
game of two halves; sadly for the
staff, a game of two halves
dominated by the students. In
front of a large crowd the students
came away 7-1 winners.
The game was played in great
spirit, but from the outset it was
clear the students were in no
mood to go easy on their older
opposition. First half goals from
the Belcher twins and Adam
Benfield saw the Year 11s head
into the interval with a
commanding 3-0 advantage. With
the proverbial mountain to climb,
and despite a valiant effort in the
second half, the staff were unable
to get back into the game with the
Year 11s scoring 4 further goals
through Adam Benfield, Tom
Gates, Ed Tucker and Marshall
Wratten.
The staff finally got on the score
sheet through PE teacher and
Head of Year 10 Miss Muckian.
With the teachers always the
underdogs, sadly there was no
Leicester City style fairy-tale as the
Year 11s finished the game with
their final goal.
Football and the prom was the
winner as a large amount of money
was raised for the July celebration.
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Champions of all
English Academies!
The Dover Athletic Academy in partnership with The
Abbey School have today been crowned the best Academy in the
country after their 5-1 win against Leatherhead in the Conference
Youth Alliance Play Off Final!
Manager, Michael Sandmann said, “To be crowned the best academy
in the country is a massive achievement and all the staff, The Abbey
School and the Academy couldn't be more proud of the players!“

