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The Abbey School
A Business and Enterprise Academy

The Abbey School wins a 2014
Business Education Award
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We were delighted to be nominated
for one of the twelve Business Education Awards on
Thursday 10 July.
Sharon Davies presented the award to Mrs Woodend and
Mrs Gordon in London in front of a packed audience. It
was awarded in recognition of the work done to promote
Catering and Hospitality, Healthy Eating and the ‘Food for
Life’ programme which encourages students to learn how
to grow vegetables, harvest them and
produce healthy meals.

Key Term Dates: 4
3 Sept: Training Day
4 Sept: Students
return to school for
new academic year
8 Sept: Year 7
Learning to Learn
Day
11 Sept: Year 7
Parents Tea Party
12 Sept: Year 7
Sponsored Walk
24 Sept: Open
Evening
26 Sept: Open
Morning
1 Oct: Open Morning
3 Oct: Year 9 Ypres
Trip
6 Oct: Open Morning
10 Oct: Non-Uniform
Day
15 Oct: Year 7 Form
Tutor Parents Evening
20 Oct: School
Photographs
23 Oct: Year 9
Parents Evening
24 Oct: Break for half
term

Over 70 years of service between them!
Mr Hatt has given loyal and
dedicated service to the students,
staff and parents of the
Faversham community for 38
years. In this time he has seen
many changes, weathered many
storms, experienced many positive
and interesting developments.
One thing is certain, The Abbey
would not be the school it is today
without his guiding influence and
presence.
He has made such a positive difference to the lives of
so many children and their families over the years. In
his time he has had a number of roles, PE teacher,
Careers advisor, HOD, AHT and Deputy Headteacher.
He is bowing out at the height of his career, staff and
students hold him in high regard; they value his
wisdom and his calm and thoughtful approach. His
support and encouragement to me as a Headteacher
has been invaluable.

Mrs Heatley has given loyal
and dedicated service to the
students, staff and parents of
the Faversham community for
37 years. In this time she held
a number of roles including
Teacher of Needlework in
Lady Capel, Head of Home
Economics, Co-ordinator of
assessment/Exam Secretary
and Head of Learning
Technology. In this time she
will have seen many changes in education many
of them ‘coming full circle’. She has maintained an
outstanding level of professionalism throughout,
always giving her time freely for the good of the
students and the staff in her care. She is retiring at
the pinnacle of her career knowing that she has
always done her very best; she will be greatly
missed.

I would like to wish them both a very long and happy retirement.
Mrs Catrin Woodend
We also say good bye to:
Mrs Toms, Mr Cassidy, Mr Holley, Ms Garcia, Mr Mounter, Mrs Linton, Miss Lawless, Mr Scott and Mr Jalloh. We
thank them for their contribution to the school and wish them all the best for the future.
We welcome the following new staff:
Mrs Eades (Business Studies), Mr Evans (Science), Mrs Jones (Head of Business Studies), Mr Long (P.E.), Mr
Piqueras (Head of Spanish), Miss Plews (Textiles), Miss Pope (Maths) and Dr Speller (Deputy Headteacher) who
joins us from Simon Langton Boys.
School Direct teachers Mr Long-Price (Media/English) and Ms Cerda (Maths)

Sporting Success!

On Friday 4th July we held our annual Sports Day Event. The sun was shining which allowed for a fantastic day
to be had by all. As usual, proceedings got underway at 12pm with both track and field events. The support for
the house system was immense and students arrived at their house areas with some great banners to support
the athletes.
The students were impeccably behaved all afternoon and the atmosphere was brilliant. On the track we had
some really impressive performances with at least four school records being broken. In the field events it was
also very competitive with some close fought competitions in the shot, discus, javelin, high jump, long jump and
triple jump.
The afternoon culminated in the relay races, where Endeavour seemed to dominate from start to finish (including
the staff relay!) but even with double points on offer this wasn’t enough to stop Pioneer from winning Sports Day
2014 with a massive 744 points! It was a very successful event with record numbers of participants and possibly
record temperatures! A big thank you to all staff and students who helped to make it such a special day.

More Sporting Success!
The sun was shining and the sky was blue for the P.E. Department’s annual Swimming
Gala. All competitors swam well with outstanding performances from Molly Stemp, Beth
Foot, Charlie Duchesne, Connor Gurr, Hayden Brown-Morris and Lauren Trumper. Every
swimmer performed extremely well for their houses and cheered their teams on as they
competed. It was a great morning for all, but the overall champions were Endeavour,
coming home with top scores and winning the gala. Mrs. Woodend made her first
appearance and presented the medals to the competitors which the students loved. We
must say a big thank you to all competitors and all staff who helped on the day.
The 2014 Annual P.E. Prize Giving saw the introduction of two very
influential guest speakers. Dan McMillan a 2012 handball Olympian, who
addressed students and parents discussing his rise from sporting obscurity
to taking his place at the most prestigious sporting event in the world; and
Tom Middleton (MBE), who spoke of his involvement with Para-Olympic
sport and its development from infancy to its current status.
Awards were presented to students for all extra-curricular sports
represented this year with prizes for Player of the Year and Most Improved
Player. The Awards culminated in the presentation of the schools’
most prestigious awards, the Team of the Year along with Sportsman
and Sportswoman of the Year. Team of the Year was awarded to the
U15 Girls Futsal team who were Kent School Games winners and
District Champions. Sportswoman of the Year went to Ann-Marie
Jackson for her outstanding achievements as an all round
sportswoman. Similarly Sportsman of the Year was awarded to Peter
Mitchell for achievements in rugby and athletics. The ceremony again
highlighted the superb talent that is nurtured and grown here at The
Abbey School. The diversity and breadth of achievements is testament
to the hard work that both the students and the P.E. Department put in
to make sure that sport is fun and enjoyable.
On Monday 23 June, Mr Sandmann took Year 10 students Jack Osbourne, Jack
Holland and Tommy Allen to Sene Valley Golf Course to compete in the Kent Junior
Golf Championships. The three students all completed a very tough 18 hole course in
extremely hot conditions, doing fantastically well. We missed out
on the top 3 placed schools but Jack Holland came second
overall getting round in 75 shots with the overall winner hitting
one less with 74. The three students should be extremely proud
of themselves and how they represented the school – we were
the only non-grammar, non-public school in attendance.
The District Athletics event showcased the best of the local schools’ talent all performing at Canterbury High School
on Tuesday 24 June. The Abbey School took a full team of the strongest athletes looking to improve on previous
years’ performances.
We saw a great start to the event by Maddie Curtis securing 3rd place
in the Intermediate Girls Javelin which was equaled by Alfie Connolly
who cleared 1m 50cm for his 3rd place in the Junior Boys High Jump.
Jack Brewer then continued the run of 3rd place finishes in the field
events with a hard fought tussle in the Junior Boys Javelin. The track
also saw some of Abbey Schools’ athletes shine. Leah Ball, as
expected, steamed to victory in the Intermediate Girls 200m, Tom
Gates showed true grit as a Year 9 student to place 2nd in the
Intermediate Boys 800m and brother Will was not to be out done
with a magnificent 3rd placing in the Intermediate Boys 400m. In the
main event, the 100m finals, Ethie Scott stormed to an impressive 3 rd
place capping off a wonderful day of competition.

Year 7 Vegetable Plot Competition!
Year 7 students at The Abbey School have been growing
their own vegetables since the New Year and this week
they harvested a huge crop of potatoes, onions, spring
onions, courgettes, carrots and cucumbers. The produce
was delivered to the school canteen where it was made
into a tasty meal of Spanish omelette, potato wedges and
salad which the whole year sat down together to eat.

in October.

The potato and onion harvest was so successful that there
was plenty left over for students to take home. When they
return to school in September they will have sweetcorn,
runner beans, more Courgettes
and cucumbers and tomatoes
to harvest and finally pumpkins

The project began in the Autumn of last year when pupils were asked what they
would like to grow. In early Spring they sowed crops indoors (some in paper pots they
made themselves) and later in the year planted out the young plants and seed
potatoes. Since then they have regularly weeded and watered their plots.

World Language Day
On Tuesday 1 July 2014, Miss Aribi took 16 students to the
University of Kent for the 10th anniversary of the World Language
Day.
Our students were able to attend various workshops around the
theme of languages and culture.
Many chose to learn Japanese, Portuguese, Norwegian or even
had a chance to practice some Indian dance or samba! Our
students had an exciting day and have all experienced the
excitement around learning languages as well seeing
the new opportunities it can offer.

Year 7 Trip to
Newquay
Mrs Skelcher, Mr Johnson and a
handful of year 7 students have just
returned from surfing in Cornwall for
a week.
Here they are posing at Adams Surf
School!

Year 11 Prom
Year 11 Prom is always a great way to end the school academic year. All the
girls looked amazing in their prom gowns and the boys looked smart in their
suits.. Tom Holmes was named Prom King and Romy Morley became Prom
Queen. It was a spectacular evening!

Year 13 Prom

Bloodhound makes a pit stop at The
Abbey School
It’s a vehicle that’s designed by an international team to achieve speeds of more than 1,000mph
and now the Bloodhound supersonic car has made a pit stop at The Abbey School.
The replica car is being used to teach youngsters about science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) subjects.
Pupils can get behind the wheel for a taste of the Bloodhound driving experience, using a simulator,
and will have the chance to make their own model racing car using K’nex and put it to the test.
The Bloodhound takes up the length of the school’s gym and will be seen by more than 500
children this week (7-11 July).
Primary schools taking part are Sheldwich, Ethelbert Road, Graveney and Bysing Wood in the Faversham area, as well as Joy
Lane in Whitstable.
Youngsters from the district’s secondary schools are also involved, and as well as The Abbey School and Queen Elizabeth’s in
Faversham, pupils will be attending from Canterbury Academy and Simon Langton Boys’ in Canterbury and Sittingbourne
Community College, plus Westlands School in Sittingbourne.
In total more than 3,600 Kent and Medway school children will see the Bloodhound between now and the end of September.
Youngsters will get a guided tour of the car, taking a close look at the design and science behind it. They will also see a model
of a hybrid rocket.
In another workshop pupils were learn how the 400 sensors on the car transmit live data. Using a DynaKar model, they will
have to investigate how the movement of the car changes when conditions are altered.
The Abbey School head teacher, Catrin Woodend, said: “Hosting the Bloodhound supersonic car was very important to us as a
school because it provided our pupils with first-hand knowledge of this exciting project. “When the Bloodhound supersonic car
breaks the land speed record our pupils will be able to say ‘we’ve seen it and we understand how it was designed’.
“I hope this will encourage many young people to become engineers and scientists of the future.”
Roger Gough, Kent County Council Cabinet Member for Education visited The Abbey School on Tuesday, July 8, to see one of
the workshops in action. Cllr Gough said that gaining hands-on experience of science and engineering was an exciting way to
learn and added: “We need to do all we can to encourage more young people to take an interest in these subjects; hopefully it
will create many future scientists and engineers.”
The Abbey School pupil Lewes Clifford, 12, said: “I enjoy science and thought the workshop was very interesting. I didn't know a
car could go that fast and I would love to see the real thing and watch it take off.”

Share the love!
Peer mentors had a great day spreading lots of good cheer
and smiles on Friendly Friday. Peer mentors wanted to perform
random acts of kindness and designed smile and heart cards
which they gave out along with treats during break and lunch.
Cards were designed by Megan Millstead year 8, well done.
The day was a great success. Staff donated sweets
and treats so a huge thank you to all of you from the
Peer mentors.

A-Level and GCSE Dance Showcase
The A-level and GCSE dancers took part in a fabulous showcase filled with skilled
performances that they had previously demonstrated in their dance exams. This took
place in front of a small audience of family and friends on the 1st of April. We welcomed
back our previous student, Rebecca Joy, who has since gone on to study dance at the Millennium Dance
College in London, to commentate on the performances. She stated “It was wonderful to see such talent and
improvement from the students I knew before I left!” Even Miss Mayes and Miss Rodgers got up to strut their
stuff alongside the year 12 and 13s. We have had amazing reviews from all parents who attended, who left
comments on their tables, some including “Absolutely fabulous!” and “Amazing showcase, some really talented
dancers!” We are very proud at the level of dedication each student has put into each one of their pieces, well
done.

Football Academy
Dover Athletic Chairman Jim Parmenter and The Abbey School Headteacher
Catrin Woodend reflect on a successful season on and off the pitch. The Dover
Athletic Academy in partnership with The Abbey School has been going from
strength to strength since its inception 5 years ago, seeing a number of
Academy players progress into the first team squad. This included Sean
Raggett and Lloyd Harrington, who were part of this year’s DAFC’s promotion
winning squad. This season has already seen a number of players involved in
pre-season training, hoping to continue to impress and gain first team
contracts. Mr Sandmann, Academy Manager stated “It’s a fantastic
achievement to facilitate the development of young players year on year and
watching 7 of them representing DAFC’s first team in the Kent Senior Cup Final
this year was an excellent example of the progress that is happening.”
We are one of only a couple of schools in Kent able to offer this kind of football academy provision linked to a
broad selection of Level 3 qualifications, including a vast array of BTEC Nationals and traditional A Levels. We
have also agrees to fully subsidise a ‘bolt on’ Level 2 qualification in Gym & Fitness Management, giving our
students the option to gain employment in the fitness and leisure
industry upon leaving our establishment. Catrin Woodend
commented, “It’s great to be able to offer these students an
extended curriculum as well as contributing to their Football
development through the deployment of our UEFA A License
coaches and exposure to the Youth Conference League. We make
sure all of our students strive for the best possible grades and have
maintained a 100% pass rate since the Academy was formed in
2009.”
The Academy boys have just returned from a pre-season training
camp in Benalmedena, Malaga, Spain where they had the
opportunity to play Malaga FC, and continue training to maintain
their fitness levels and enjoy the lovely weather!

Extra
Curricular
Terms 5 & 6
MONDAYS:
Cricket Nets, All years,
Sports Hall, 3.20pm —
4:30pm
Science Club, All years, B7,
3.3.0-4.15pm
TUESDAYS:
Technology Club, All years,
C7, 3.20-4.30pm
Allstars Book Club, All
years, LRC, 3.30-4.15pm
Rounders Practice, All years,
Sports Field, 3.20-4.30pm
WEDNESDAYS:
Athletics Practice, All years,
Sports Hall, 3.20-4.30pm
Code Academy, All years,
B16, 3.30-4.15pm
Drawing Club, All years, S1
& S2, 3.20-4.30pm
Lazerlight, All years, B1,
Lunchtimes
THURSDAYS:

Art & Design
This term has been an exciting and busy one for
the Art and Design department. In May year 12
Photography students visited the Victoria and Albert
museum to see their collection of historic
photographs. They had to wait behind barriers
outside Buckingham Palace on the walk from train
to gallery to allow the Queen and Prince Charles to
leave en route to Westminster Abbey!
At the beginning of June artwork celebrating the
Commonwealth Games produced by the
department was taken to Herne Bay High to
enhance festivities linked to the “Inspire”
programme. The artwork included flags, posters
and banners reflecting abstract work by Delaunay.
During June we held an exhibition in the centre of
Faversham at the Fleur de Lis gallery showcasing
highlights of the work of this year’s year 9 students
who have worked so hard to obtain a qualification
in BTEC Art and Design in one year! Also in June
we ran an Art competition, inviting all local primary schools to submit artwork for the theme
POP ART FOOD & DRINK. Five schools participated including Davington, Ethelbert Road,
Ospringe, Teynham and St Mary of Charity. The Art Coordinator at Teynham, commented on
how much fun the children had producing the artwork and how it fitted perfectly into their
topic ‘Healthy Me’’. We received such a wide selection of high quality work from students in
years 3-6 that it was difficult to choose prize winners! Finally, we are very proud of the
achievements of one of our year 9 students, Olivia Kent, who was awarded the district prize
for Art and Design at the Tryangle Awards Ceremony in Margate.

PTFA Summer raffle
The Abbey School PTFA (Parent, Teacher, Friends Association) held a
fund raising raffle with the grand draw held during Sports Day. This
was extremely successful with over £300 raised which will go towards the purchase of
outdoor table tennis equipment for our students. Amongst the lucky winners were Callum
Waring and Charlie Annand, Y7 students.

Two Thirty Clubs: at 2.30pm
every Thursday in the LRC
The PTFA have also generously purchased £700 worth of E-Readers for our Learning
FRIDAYS:
French Homework Support
Club, All years, C17,
Lunchtimes

Resource Centre and students have already started to enjoy reading with these.

The Big Event
Student Council students - Ben Parkes, Lucy Shepherd,
Odessa Smith Wallace, Callum Reynolds, Chloe Woods
and Bradley Church attended a meeting with other local
School councils. They took part in "The Big Event" and
were praised for their participation and contribution. Mrs
Jones who co-ordinated the day said "The biscuit
challenge was amusing with Lucy Shepherd winning that
fun fact activity"
The students were fantastic ambassadors of the school
and will represent The Abbey at the Swale Youth Forum
during the next academic year.

