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Another successful year at
The Abbey School!
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Dear Parents/Carers
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Key Term Dates:

8
4

3 Sept: Training Day
4 Sept: Students
return to school for
new academic year/
Sixth Form Induction
9 Sept: Year 7
Learning CATS tests/
Sponsored Walk
10 Sept: Year 7 CATS
tests/Year 7 Parents
Tea Party
11 Sept: Year 7
Learning to Learn
Day
23 Sept: Open
Evening for Year 6
25 Sept: European
Day of Languages
28 Sept: Open
Morning/Breakfast
Buddies for Year 7
2 Oct: Open Morning
2 Oct: Year 9 Ypres
Trip
9 Oct: Non-Uniform
Day
14 Oct: Year 7 Form
Tutor Parents Evening
16 Oct: Open
Morning
19 Oct: School
Photographs
21 Oct: Open
Morning
22 Oct: Year 9
Parents Evening
23 Oct: Break for half
term

We have come to the end of yet another successful and productive year at The Abbey School. We have a great
deal as a community to be proud of in terms of the development of our pupils and the opportunities we have
been able to provide them with during the year, for example: residential visits abroad, Enterprise days, thematic
days, year 11 and 13 prom - these are just a few to mention. We are indebted to our staff who give so much of
their additional time to give our students an outstanding extra-curricular experience. Please take the time to
view the YouTube video https://youtu.be/6k5ONBxK4qY that has been produced as a summary of a year in the
life of our students and I would like to thank Mr Cooper for producing this on behalf of the school.
There are some notable changes that I have informed you of in my recent letter:
1)
We will be moving to a ‘Two-Week Timetable’ - Week A and Week B—which is in line with all other
secondary schools in the area,.
2)
Students will attend Form Tutor Time every morning instead of three times per week and there will be
specific programmes for Lower School, Upper School and Sixth Form.
3)
There will be 5 hourly lessons per day with break extended to 25 minutes and lunch reduced by 5
minutes to 35 minutes. The only exception being Thursdays when Lesson 4 will be 1 hour and 10
minutes long in order to finish at the usual school time of 2.30pm.
In addition there are some changes to Head of Year personnel as follows:
Head of Year 7

Mrs Carney

AHT Mr Stucken

Head of Year 8

Mr Youard

AHT Mr Stucken

Head of Year 9

Mr Parsons

AHT Mrs Lucas

Head of Year 10

Miss Muckian

AHT Mrs Lucas

Head of Year 11

Mrs Cooper

AHT Mrs Lucas

Deputy Head of Sixth Form

Ms Haran

AHT Mr Clarke

We also say goodbye to the following teaching staff: Mr Evans, Mrs Mackie, Miss Shepherd, Miss Willett, Miss
James, Mr Webb and Mrs Keeling. Support staff: Mrs Cox, Mr Fox and Mr Wade.
I would like to thank them for their contribution to the school and wish them all the best for the future.
We welcome the following new teaching staff: Miss Cann (English), Mr Gadd (Science), Miss Roseveare
(Geography), Mr Sargeant (Maths), Mr Shepherd (MFL), Miss Gorman (English), Miss McMahon (Maths), Mr Smith
(English) and Mrs Wilkie (Maths)
We are very fortunate to have three School’s Direct training teachers with us in collaboration with Fulston Manor
and we welcome the following new staff: Miss Bishop (English), Mr Crittenden (P.E.) and Mrs Tillotson
(Geography).
I hope that you and your family have an enjoyable and safe holiday and look forward to seeing all students
back on Friday 4 September. Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Catrin Woodend
Headteacher

Sporting Success!
The Abbey School
Sports Day 2015

1st—Voyager 793 points
2nd—Pioneer 716 points
3rd-Discovery 637 points
4th-Endeavour 545 points
On Friday 3rd July we held our annual Sports Day Event. The sun was shining which allowed for a fantastic day
to be had by all. As usual, proceedings got underway at 12pm with both track and field events. The support for
the house system was immense and students arrived at their house areas with some great banners to support
the athletes.
The students were impeccably behaved all afternoon and the atmosphere was brilliant. On the track we had
some really impressive performances with at least four school records being broken. In the field events it was
also very competitive with some close fought competitions in the shot, discus, javelin, high jump, long jump and
triple jump.
The afternoon culminated in the relay races, where Pioneer seemed to dominate from start to finish but even
with double points on offer this wasn’t enough to stop Voyager from winning Sports Day 2015 with a massive
793 points! It was a very successful event with record numbers of participants and possibly record temperatures!
A big thank you to all staff and students who helped to make it such a special day.

Sports Prize Giving and more sporting success!
Sky Sports – Living For Sport
During this academic year forty girls have taken part in a Sky Living for Sport Project. The girls were taught
leadership skills within P.E. lessons and then they took the activities into the playground. The project culminated in
ninety Key Stage 1 pupils taking part in a morning of activities in our Sports Hall.

On Tuesday 16 June the P.E department had their annual Sports Prize Giving ceremony. This is an event when
we praise all of our sports teams and present player of the year, most improved player and Sportsman/
Sportswoman of the Year and Team of the Year. The Head and Deputy were there to present awards, though
our guest speaker Hannah BeHarry, a boxer for England and Great Britain, was by far the best guest speaker
we have ever had. She was inspirational and gripped our students with her story and inspiring words.

INSPIRED Ways To Rio
INSPIRED Ways to Rio is building on the excitement and legacy of London 2012, INSPIRED Ways
to Rio is an exciting programme which encourages children and young people to increase their
participation in physical activity and sport, the arts, and personal development. By combining
these elements, INSPIRED Ways to Rio is a programme running in Kent in the academic year
2015/16 that will contribute to children’s wellbeing in an innovative, fun and supportive way,
leading up to the Rio Games. The Abbey School will be involved as it has previously been a lead school for the
'INSPIRE' programme, led by a member of PE staff, Danielle Muckian who is the current Lead School
Co-coordinator. This will be an excellent opportunity for all involved.

Peer Mentors Kindness Day
Penguin Random house and The Diana Anti -Bullying Awards
Programme joined together to launch Kindness Day. The idea was inspired by a book called ‘Wonder’ by
R.J.Palacio a story of kindness, acceptance and friendship.
The aim of Kindness Day was to inspire adults and children across the UK to celebrate kindness. Through social
media PRH and The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Campaign will be launching a kindness trail using #Kindness Day
asking users to give a shout out to the kindest person they know, who will then make their own nomination
Peer Mentors asked staff and students to help them in celebrating acts of Kindness. Peer Mentors gave out
kindness cards to students and staff. The cards went into a prize draw .
All Anti Bullying Ambassador schools across the UK took part.
Thank you to all staff and Students for their acts of Kindness.

Abbey Students bridge generation gap
The Abbey is bridging the generation gap and bringing old
and young together.
We have has linked up with Age UK Faversham and
students are doing work placements at the organisation’s
Middle Row headquarters.
Sixth form students have been helping with social activities
every Wednesday afternoon, when clients enjoy bingo,
board games and musical entertainment.
Katherine Bower, 17, said: “I’ve been helping out at Age UK
for work experience and I really like it and look forward to
going there every week. I help to design music quizzes –
they are great fun and get everybody talking.”
The Abbey School’s Work Experience Co-ordinator, Shelley
Priestley said that the partnership had been of all-round
benefit. She said: “The Abbey School has formed a successful link with Age UK Faversham and through it our
students are gaining valuable work experience, while the older people they are supporting are enjoying their
company.” She added: “It’s very rewarding to see our students develop through their work placements, from
gaining new skills to forming relationships with the older generation.”
Faversham Age UK’s day centre manager, Linda Cowdry, said: “Our clients benefit greatly from the visits by
students from The Abbey School. Students are working on a weekly music based activity, which everyone is
enjoying and learning from. It’s great to see the generation gap being bridged before our very eyes and we look
forward to working in partnership with the school and its students on many projects in the future.”
Congratulations to Bradley Church and Summer Stacey
who successfully chaired Swale Youth Forum this term.
Summer started the Forum off with an icebreaker activity
and Bradley did a presentation on the Faversham creek.
The students had an opportunity to meet Mayor Anita
Walker in the Mayor’s parlour, and after discussion on the
Faversham creek presentation, the Mayor regaled the
students with tales of her memories along the creek side.
All schools took part in a debating workshop, discussing topical issues.
Delegates raised key issues affecting young people in their school and the
wider area. All-in-all a hugely successful presentation by the students of The Abbey School.

Year 11 Prom
Year 11 Prom is always a great way to end the school academic year. All the
girls looked amazing in their prom gowns and the boys looked smart in their
suits. Charlie Berry was named Prom King and Megan Wheeler became Prom
Queen. It was a spectacular evening!

Year 13 Prom

Year 7 Magna Carta Exhibition
Students from Year 7 were able to visit Faversham's Magna
Carta Rediscovered exhibition held in the town and see
Faversham's own copy of the Magna Carta, which is worth
over £20,000,000. Also on display were other charters from Faversham's
History including ones signed and sealed by King Henry II and King Henry
VIII.
Students were able to see the
charters up close as well as take
part in a simulation of the
negotiations King John had with
his Barons prior to signing Magna
Carta. Year 7 seemed to have
better ideas than King John! Also
on display were some of the work
produced by Abbey School
students as part of their work in
History and RE/Citizenship.

Geography Independent Projects
The Geography Department was overwhelmed by the effort and creativity shown by Years
7 and 8 this year, for their independent homework projects. Year 8 have produced some realistic shanty houses
for their Development study, and some actual exploding volcanoes and working earthquake/tsunami models,
during their study of Natural Hazards. The Year 7 too have successfully worked this term on producing a "Biome
in a Box" for their Global Ecosystems study. Mrs. Finney and Mrs. Keeling wish to congratulate all those students
who worked so well on these projects. Well Done.

Reward Trips for students
This term there have been a variety of trips for all year groups to reward them for their good behaviour and effort
throughout the academic year. The students who attended the trips were selected by receiving ‘0’ referrals since
the start of September. All the trips have been co-ordinated by staff and all students have thoroughly enjoyed
themselves!
Year 7—Chessington
Year 8—Chessington
Year 9—Thorpe Park
Year 10—Thorpe Park

Year 9 and 10 Mentoring Meetings
During the final term of the academic year we feel it is imperative to spend quality time with all of our Year 9
and 10 students, reviewing their progress and effort, in order to help them decide on their future pathway. As
this is such an important time in their school career we feel it is vital that parents / carers are also present for
this positive, mentoring session.
We strive to invite all parents / carers of Year 9 and 10 students to meet with a senior member of staff in June
and July. As a staff we find this incredibly informative and rewarding; it is a great pleasure to have this time to
discuss successes and devise support plans to help our students achieve.
Thank you to all of those parents / carers who have been in to see us, if we haven't managed to meet with you
yet this term, we will be in touch to arrange a time in the new academic year.

Costa Blanca Cup
Last week the Football Academy travelled to Spain to compete in the Costa
Blanca cup for the first time. 156 teams from 56 different countries
competed in this tournament over a range of age groups.
The tournament was extremely well organised and the opening
ceremony was an amazing experience for us all to be involved in.
The Academy won their first
game 2-1 but went on to
lose the next 3 matches in
close encounters. The players had to deal with extremely tough
conditions as the heat at times was unbearable with extremely high
humidity. It was good experience for the players in learning how to deal
with game management and different styles of play which the Spanish
teams adopted. Two of the teams in our group reached the final and
the overall winners played with a great intensity which we found difficult
to deal with. Despite only losing 1-0 it was evident to see how much
sharper and fitter the Spanish teams were, which really did come down
to the temperature that games were played in.
I know the players were disappointed not to have performed better in the tournament but the
experience they will take from this will be extremely positive and I believe we will become a lot
stronger from it. Only 3 of the players who went out to Spain will not be with me next year so I am
looking forward to seeing how much they have learnt from their experiences.
I would like to thank the Costa Blanca cup for a well organised event and look forward to going back
next year, hopefully better prepared.
Mike Sandmann, Academy Manager

Extra
Curricular
Terms 5 & 6
MONDAYS:

Improving communication with
parent/carers
For those of you that are Twitter fans, you can receive all the latest news
and information about events by following @abbeyschool

Drama Club, All years,
Dance Studio, 3.30-4.30pm
Science Club, All years, B7,
3.3.0-4.15pm
TUESDAYS:
Badminton Club, All years,
Sports Hall, 3.30-4.30pm
Allstars Book Club, All
years, LRC, 3.30-4.15pm
Gardening Club, All years,
Greenhouses, 3.20-4.30pm

And the Kent Teacher
of the Year Award
goes to….
Congratulations to Mrs Caroline Blythe for
being nominated and for receiving the
ultimate accolade of Kent Teacher of the
Year Award! Well done, you thoroughly
deserve this Mrs Blythe!

WEDNESDAYS:
Magic Mike’s IT Club, All
years, B13, Lunchtime
Athletics Club, All years,
Sports Field, 3.20-4.30pm
EAL Homework Club, EAL
students, B13(b), Lunchtime
Lazerlight, All years, B1,
Lunchtimes
THURSDAYS:
Two Thirty Clubs: at 2.30pm
every Thursday in the LRC
FRIDAYS:
French Homework Support
Club, All years, C17,
Lunchtimes

Year 7 Vegetable Plots
Year 7 students at The Abbey School have been growing their own
vegetables since the New Year and this week they harvested a huge
crop of potatoes, onions, spring onions, courgettes, carrots and cucumbers. The produce
was delivered to the school canteen where it was made into a tasty meal for Year 7
pupils.
The potato and tomato harvest was so successful that there was plenty left over for
students to take home. When they return to school in September they will have
sweetcorn, runner beans, more courgettes and cucumbers and
tomatoes to harvest and finally pumpkins in October.
The project began in the Autumn of last year when pupils were
asked what they would like to grow. In early Spring they sowed
crops indoors (some in paper pots they made themselves) and
later in the year planted out the young plants and seed potatoes.
Since then they have regularly weeded and watered their plots.

Sign up to Parent Mail
Throughout the year the school has been improving its systems for communicating with
parents. ParentMail is an email system which parents can sign up for. It enables the
school to email documents such as letters, newsletters and calendars of events directly to
parents, thus reducing printing costs and ensuring that the information gets through more
efficiently.
The parents/carers of 642 pupils have now signed up for this and we urge other parents
that have email accounts to sign up when new codes are sent home. Parents/carers
who have notified us that they do not have an email address will still continue to receive
paper copies of documents.

