
The Abbey School 
A Business and Enterprise International  Academy 

Key Dates 2017/18 
 

Term1  
Tues 5th Sep - Fri 20th Oct 

Term 2 
Tues 31st Oct - Weds 20th Dec  

Term 3 
Thurs 4th Jan - Fri 9th Feb 

Term 4 
Mon 19th Feb - Weds 28th Mar 

Term 5 
Mon 16th Apr - Fri 25th May 

Term 6 
Mon 4th June - Fri 20th Jul 

 

Parents Evenings 
Year 7 (with Form Tutors) 

Wednesday 18th October 

Year 9 
Wednesday 22nd October 

Year 10 
Wednesday 10th January 

Year 8 
Wednesday 17th January 

Sixth Form 
TBC 

Year 11 
Wednesday 21st February 

Year 7 
Wednesday 27th February 

 
Open Evening 

Weds 27th September 

Term 6 2017 
 

 

International Baccalaureate  
World School Status  

June 2017 
As a school, we are extremely proud of achieving the IB World School Status after 4 

years of work from its initial inception to today. 

We will be the only school in Swale and Canterbury Coastal with the IB World Status 

offering the IB Careers Programme and we are well placed in the longer term to 

benefit from the unique position this gives to the 6th form. 

The success of the programme is reflected in the ever improving results with students 

outperforming the average outcome in the 6th form.  This year’s results have just been 

received and are very strong.   Miss Haran, Mr Clarke and I will be presenting at half-

term in The Hague to other schools who are interested in introducing the qualification. 

New Year 7s 

We welcome 225 new year 7 students from 30 primary schools – our biggest intake 

ever.  We have had to increase our PAN in order to accommodate these students as 

many families in this town would not be able to send their children to their 

community school. Our Sixth Form goes from strength to strength and we will have 

over 185 students joining our successful sixth form from a number of secondary 

schools in Kent. 

Staff ‘Goodbyes and Hellos’ 

We say goodbye this term to the following teaching staff:  Rebecca Darch (English); 

Vlasta Pollakova (English); Philip Butler (Business/ICT); Tim Cloke (History); Jennifer 

Lee-Roberts (Psychology); Mitchell Gibbs (Music).  I would like to thank them for their 

contribution to the school and wish them all the best for the future. 

Due to the rising roll we have more new staff joining us in September when we 

welcome:  James Goldhawk (Maths); Rebekah Richards (English); Helen Goldup 

(English); Jakub Topor (Psychology); Dale Collett (English); Ian Armbruster (Business 

Studies); Michael Murtadha (Business Studies); Amelia Aslett (Technology); Sophie 

Nunn (Performing Arts); Michael Labrou (History). 

Thank you to the PTFA for all their hard work this year in raising additional funding for 

student activities.  This is very much needed especially as our budget has been 

significantly reduced despite rising rolls. I would also wish to thank all the volunteers 

who support our students with volunteer reading and coaching and mentoring. 

On behalf of the Governing Body and staff we hope that you and your family have an 

enjoyable, restful and safe holiday and look forward to seeing all students back on 

Tuesday 5th September. 

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to working with you next 

year. 

 

Mrs Catrin Woodend 

Headteacher       



Over the past few weeks year 9 pupils have been making a range of planters for The Kingsfield Care Home in 
Faversham. These are raised planters to enable elderly people to tend to them without the risk of injury from 
bending. They are in the process of making 8 raised planters, 4 of which will have casters attached to enable 
the staff at Kingsfield to wheel them in to residents who may not be able to get outside. 
We have been invited to spend a day with the care home to help paint and plant the planters and will be 
accompanied by representatives of Edible Culture who have supplied the wood for the planters and will also 
bring the plants with them.  

The Year 12 and 13 Biology students spent a day at Wildwood near Herne 
Bay practicing their field work skills and statistics. Our trip started less than 
auspiciously as an accident increased our journey time from 20 minutes to 
an hour and a half! 
Upon arrival we set straight to work. Students created a null 
hypothesis, collected data on invertebrates in the soil on two contrasting 
sites and analysed this statistically to prove or disprove our null 
hypothesis. They also collected data on plant cover using quadrats - in a 
paddock next to three bison - which were very interested in our work! 
Overall, students gained a lot from the process of creating a research 
question, considering the hypothesis and implementing this by carrying out 
field work.  This work fits well into their curriculum and came just in time 
for Year 13's before they sat their A Level exams.  

The Kingsfield Care Home ‘Planters’ 

Biology Students Trip  To Wildwood 
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Students experienced being a scientist for the day when they were involved in 

hands-on interactive activities aimed at inspiring and enthusing them in science 

and natural history.  

Students had the opportunity to explore the museum’s animal dioramas on a 

mini-safari and to see some of the incredible animals and habitats, they also 

handled some of the amazing collection and learnt how animals and humans 

have evolved and adapted through time and also learnt about classification.  

All students were presented with a certificate at the end of the day. It was a 

brilliant day out and they thoroughly enjoyed it.  

Powell Cotton Museum Visit 



Science week at The Abbey was amazing as usual.  Students had lots of different activities and  shows to 

attend. University of Kent  did the Cool Physics show using  liquid nitrogen, which was a lot of fun and 

students were able to smash instant frozen bananas and do other activities using liquid nitrogen.  

We also had the astrodome in school where students get carried away wondrously gazing at the objects in 

the sky!  

We also make sure we invite Primary schools to these events. This year we invited 5 different primary schools 

for a variety of activities. 

Finally, the last day of the week, we organized a careers fair, to showcase various employers and jobs in 

science.  This was a “speed dating” activity where the employers bring props and discuss with students their 

roles and what pathways they can take in order to get into their designed career.  

This involved at least 15 different employers, including Pfizers, Galvmed and some universities, just to name a 

few. It was a very successful event, which students thoroughly enjoyed.  

Science STEM Week 
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Performing Arts Showcase 

Parents/carers and staff were treated to a talent 

extravaganza on the evening of Tuesday 4th July for the 

Performing Arts Variety Show. Students displayed a 

plethora of talent ranging from Irish dancing, choral 

speaking, singing, physical theatre, a monologue 

performance, contemporary dance and many more! 

The students, ranging from Yr7 to Yr13, have been 

rehearsing since Easter, perfecting their acts and they 

certainly delivered!  

The organisation of the student technical crew was 

fantastic and ensured that the show ran as smoothly as 

possible. 

As the final show this academic year, it was a creative, 

engaging and superb way to display the work and the 

pure talent of our students at the end of what has been a 

busy but exciting year. 



Art Exhibition - Fleur De Lis 
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The Science department once again put on a brilliant activity day for year 9’s 

where they organized a Dragons Den activity in making and selling 

cosmetics. Students had fun learning how to run their own business where 

they made either a lip balm, soap or bath bomb. Students had a crash course 

in marketing, finance and advertising and had to use that information to 

make their cosmetic, produce advertising materials and make a sales pitch.  

All the groups had to convince a panel of judges why their cosmetic was the 

best. It was one of the best days organized; the students loved it and had a 

great day learning. 

The Abbey School exhibited at the Fleur de Lis in Faversham Town Centre during the month of June.  Artwork 
on show included a variety of work from year 7 through to 6th Form. We are very proud of our students and 

their achievements. 

Meet Our New Peer Mentors 

"We are very proud of the work of the Peer 
Mentors and it is great to see so many 

young students who want to                       
undertake the training and take their role 

very seriously. They support new and                  
existing students to settle into our                  

community and feel part of the school very 
quickly."  

#MySenseOfSelf 

Abbey School Peer mentors were invited to take part in a 
new project. 
The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Campaign has teamed up 
with ASOS to launch #MySenseOfSelf, a brand new 
project exploring body image, body confidence and self-
esteem. We understand the importance of equipping 
young people with the tools they need to tackle social 
pressures on body image and develop self-confidence. 

Year 9’s  Science STEM Cosmetics Day 



Year 11 and Sixth Form Proms 

Proms are always a great way to end the school academic year. All the girls looked amazing in their prom 

gowns and the boys looked smart in their suits. At the Year 11 Prom,  Tom Filmer was named Prom King and 

Lucy Povall became Prom Queen. It was a spectacular evening! 
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In late June the year 12 Geography students completed two of their four 

days compulsory field work as part of the new A Level specification. The 

weather was very good to us bar one heavy downpour, from which we 

quickly recovered.   

The first day was spent at Reculver and Botany Bay measuring and 

recording the coastal features and human interventions. The second day 

was spent in Whitstable gaining an understanding of the social and 

economic impacts on the area.   

Students were given the opportunity to see in practice what we have been 

studying recently, from which they gained a great deal.  All students 

behaved impeccably and overall the trip was very productive.  

Geography Field Work 

A moving and memorable day was had by 70 Year 8s when they 

visited the Battlefields and Cemeteries of the First World War. 

Travelling to Belgium the students visited a number of sites in and 

around the town of Ypres, which was a strategically important town 

in the First World War.   

Students visited a number of different cemeteries to remember those 

who never went home, from all sides during the war.  One cemetery 

in particular, Lijssenthoek gave students to see the graves of soldiers 

from Britain, France, USA, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Germany 

and China, as well as those of two female nurses.  At Tyne Cot 3 

students Josh Love, Hannah George and Isabelle Wratten laid a 

wreath on behalf of the school in memory of all those who lost their 

lives in the First World War.   

The Year 8’s also visited a recreated trench system as well as a former 

battlefield.  The day culminated with a visit to the town of Ypres, 

where students visited a Belgian chocolate shop and then took part in 

the Last Post ceremony beneath the Menin Gate. 

Ypres Trip 

In June, students in years 7 and 8 designed and made “footprints” on 

the theme of climate change. These were then used by Friends of the 

Earth to create colourful displays to promote their “One and a Half 

Degrees” event about climate change at the Alexander Centre on 17th 

June. The “footprints” were entered by Friends of the Earth into an 

art competition alongside those by students from other schools in the 

town and a winner (Teighan McKee) and runner up (Siena Ruffell) 

were selected from the Abbey School. 

Carbon “Footprints” 
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Year 7 Newquay Trip 
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Towards the end of the Summer Term, the annual Year 7 Newquay residential trip took place. Our students 

spent the week, surfing, sailing, canoeing, coasteering and playing beach games. 

Travelling across to Cornwall on the Monday morning enabled our highly excited bunch to let off some steam 

on the beautiful Tolcarne Beach by early afternoon. We had little time to unpack our suitcases and were on 

the beach in no time. After checking into our rooms and having dinner, we went back to Tolcarne Beach for 

some body boarding and surfing madness 

The weather was pretty kind to us throughout the week with the sun shining for the most part, allowing all 

activities to take place unaffected. On Tuesday and Thursday we took the coast south to Falmouth where we 

spent a day on and around the water at Swanpool and on Wednesday we headed back to Tolcarne for beach 

games and more surfing. We stayed at Bertie’s Lodge who provided us all with breakfast, packed lunch abnd 

dinner each day.  We had a disco on the Wednesday night which went down a storm and enabled everyone 

to bust out some moves and shapes. On Thursday we enjoyed fish ’n’ chips on Fistral Beach, much to the 

delight of the local seagulls! 

Every day was jam packed with activities which thoroughly tired out the students by the end of the week. An 

excellent trip was had by all involved and if Newquay is half as much fun as this year’s trip, then it’ll be a 

corker..!   



Pupils got a taste of life as boat-builders as they worked with a team from 
the Faversham Creek Trust. 
The Trust is running its first BoatCamp project to coincide with the annual 
Faversham Nautical Festival that takes place over the weekend of July 22-23. 
Pupils visited two boatbuilders, shipwright Alan Staley, at Iron Wharf and 
dinghy maker Alan Thorne, who they met at the Trust’s Purifier Building. 
A total of ten pupils  aged 11-14 were involved in the project and their 
teacher Nicci Jones said: “The Abbey School is proud that its pupils are 
helping to keep alive the maritime heritage of Faversham. Pupils gain so 
much from working with the Trust in BoatCamp, not just in acquiring the 
technical skills used in boat-building, but in discovering Faversham’s 
maritime past and learning to work in a team. As a school we are very much 
part of the community and we are fortunate to have this unique opportunity 
to work with Faversham Creek Trust.” 
James Rubinstein, a director of the Faversham Creek Trust said: “We have 
had a very successful year working with The Abbey School.  Eight pupils have 
been on a week-long course building two rowing skiffs, small flat-bottomed 
open boats, two older pupils have gained hands on work experience with 
shipwright Alan Staley in his boatyard, and nineteen pupils have had trips on 
the Thames Sailing Barge, Repertor.” 
He added:  “Our aim with BoatCamp is to find a steady stream of young 
people to become trainees, or apprentices in traditional shipwrighting.  This 
would not only give them a fantastic start in life, but also maintain the 
ancient skills and knowledge from the Creek and its maritime community.” 
The two skiffs made by the pupils will be launched on the Creek on Sunday, 
23 July at noon. 

Pupils learn historic Faversham Creek trade at Boat Camp  

Year 10 and 12 students have just completed a successful week of work 
experience. Over 160 students were able to gain placements across the 
County and into London. All students were given the responsibility to 
arrange their own placements; this enabled them to choose an 
opportunity that was relevant to their interests and careers goals, as well 
as giving them a sense of ownership for their choices. 
An eclectic range of business sectors and industries were sourced by the 
students, ranging from I.T, law, architecture, plumbing, electrical, banking, 
beauty, childcare, animal care and retail to name a few!  We would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all businesses who have supported the 
work experience programme and given our students this excellent 
opportunity to see what starting work is all about. We look forward to 
their continued partnership working with The Abbey School in the future. 

Work Experience   
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School Fete 
On the afternoon of Tuesday 18th of July, students once again had the opportunity to spend the house points 
they have been earning all year at the annual end of year school fete.  
Staff manned a variety of stalls on the playground and field where students could take part in various games 
and activities in order to win a range of different prizes, these included hook-a-duck, money tree and a sand 
sifter. There were also physical challenges as well, such as welly wangling, egg tossing or beat the goalie with 
prizes for taking part and overall prize winners for students who did the best.    
Also on sale were burgers, ice creams, ice poles and water. The event went really well and was a fitting way 
to reward students who have worked hard in and out of the classroom this year. Year 7 student Izzy said “I 
found the fete very entertaining, there was lots of things to do and spend my house points on, and I loved 
having my face painted and my nails done.  

“All the staff and students were fantastic today, it is so positive to see the great 
relationships that exist between them and everyone looked like they had a great time” 

(Mr Dannell, Fete Organiser)   



Sports Day 2017 

“I was really impressed with the level of competition, the number of students 
participating, the fantastic banners/posters, and the true sportsmanship displayed by 

our students”.  (Mr Nuttall, Head of P.E Sport) 
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On Friday 30th June, The Abbey School held its annual Sports Day for Years 7, 8 and 9. Once again, students 

were competing for their house and against their personal bests in a number of athletic events, some aiming 

for school records, some just enjoying taking part. 

The weather was perfect for records to tumble (not too hot, not too cold, no wind) and we saw a number of 

excellent performances from our students on both the track and in the field. The support from the students 

and staff was amazing all afternoon. The students loved having their faces painted in the colours of their 

houses and waving banners and flags (made in their art lessons) as the competitors raced by. 

It was brilliant to see the joy on the students’ faces as they stood on the podium to receive their medals and 

the numerous displays of sportsmanship, teamwork, and encouragement were fantastic and a real credit to 

the school. 

The teachers also played their part as the whole school cheered on the staff relay at the end of the day, just 

as the rain started. Overall, Endeavour ran out clear winners with 764 points. 

The following students all broke school records: 

Hallie McQuoid - Year 7 Girls - Javelin - 16.65m 

George Colyer - Year 8 Boys - 800m - 2m27s 

Phoebe Town - Year 9 Girls - Long Jump - 4.26m 

Bailey Jones - Year 8 Boys - High Jump - 1.45m (joint record) 



 

 

 

 

 

Sports Personality of The Year 
On Tuesday 20th June, the P.E department had their annual Sports Personality of the Year ceremony.  This is 
an event where we praise all of our sports teams and present player of the year, most improved player, 
Sportsman / Sportswoman of the Year and Team of the Year. Mr. Dickens was there to present awards 
alongside our guest speaker Gillian Lindsey, an Olympic silver medallist for Great Britain in Rowing. Her story 
and successes were inspirational and gripped our students with her inspiring words. 

Beth Dunkin Community Coaching  
 
Beth is a keen footballer and has been volunteering with one of 
our local football teams, Faversham Strike Force.  As a club 
they have enabled Beth to do numerous coaching and refereeing 
courses which have given her a multitude of new skills as well as 
giving her  self-confidence a boost.  
This opportunity has also had a very positive impact on her studies 
as she has been working her socks off here at school in 
preparation for her exams.  All of her new coaching and refereeing 
skills have been put into practice with the Mini-Bolts who form the 
underage football teams at Strike Force.   
Due to her hard work and positive attitude with the kids she 
coaches, Beth was nominated by Strike Force and has won the 
2017 Kent FA Community Awards Young Volunteer of The 
Year.  Beth will now go forward to the South East Regional Finals. 

On 26th May Morgan Archer (Year 10) was presented with 

a cheque for £1500 as a donation from the Swale Youth 

Development Fund. This money is to help him fund his 

dream of becoming an Olympic sailor – a pursuit he is 

exceptionally talented at and extremely motivated to 

succeed in. We wish him all the very best! 

Swale Youth Development  
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The sun was shining and 

the sky was blue for the 

P.E. Department’s annual 

Swimming Gala.  All 

competitors performed 

extremely well for their 

houses and cheered their 

teams on as they 

competed. It was a great 

morning for all, but the 

overall champions were 

Pioneer, coming home 

with top scores and 

winning the gala. Mrs. 

Woodend made her 

annual appearance and 

presented the medals to 

the competitors which 

the students loved. We 

must say a big thank you 

to all competitors and all 

staff who helped on the 

day. 

Swimming  
Gala 2017 

Academy Reign In Spain 

Coach Mike Sandmann’s Dover Academy swept all before them as they 
won the KOMM MIT international football tournament, the Copa 
Cataluna, in Barcelona in June.  

Sandmann’s youngsters did it in style too, going through the tournament 
undefeated after winning four of their five games and drawing the other 0
-0. They also did it without conceding a goal. The Academy lifted the 
trophy after beating the Spanish defending champions 3-0 in the final 
with Jack Smith, Jack Cussen and Joshua Spence scoring the goals. 

To cap off a memorable week, Ben Cardwell was named Player of the 
Tournament. Cardwell finished Dover’s leading scorer with four goals to 
his name. Not surprisingly, Sandmann was thrilled with the performance 
of his young squad. To go through a tournament, let alone a game, 
without conceding a goal is a fantastic effort.  He said “This result bodes 
extremely well for our future too as most of the players are in their first 
year with us.” 

Well done to each and everyone of you!! 

“They adapted to the new conditions they were playing 
in and it was a real credit to them for the way they                  

performed.“  


