
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 As we reach the end of term, on behalf of 

all staff at The Abbey, I would like to thank 

you for your ongoing support. Whilst we 

have been able to resume many aspects of 

normal school life since September 

including extra-curricular activities and 

practical work, the recent rise of Omicron is 

a reminder of the long road ahead of us.  

Parents in School  
At present, due to the restrictions of visitors 

to the school, it is problematic for parents to 

be on the main school site. What we would ask is that you contact the school via 

the main office phone number or via email. We are able to have telephone 

meetings and video conferencing via Microsoft Teams to support good 

communication.   

Christmas Jumper Day  
Today we held our Christmas Jumper Day, with students encouraged to wear a 

seasonal jumper and a morning of festive cheer, before we part for two weeks 

break. We had been planning on holding a range of assemblies to celebrate 

student achievement but due to the recent resurgence in Covid, we have given 

these certificates and awards out in tutor time. I appreciate that it’s not quite the 

same thing but if your child has received an award or a certificate from us, please 

also make a fuss of them at home because they have done well in extraordinary 

circumstances.  

January Arrangements    
When we return after the Christmas break we will be carrying out lateral flow 

testing of students at the start of the term, in line with the Government’s 

guidance. This means that we will need to have a staggered return to school 

between 4th and 7th January, with those students not in school attending on-line 

learning.  A separate letter has gone out to parents and carers with the details of 

which year groups attend on which days. The link for that letter is here 

Departing Staff  
As we reach the end of this calendar year, we need to say farewell to several of 

our treasured staff. Mrs Nicola Jones, our Head of Sixth Form is moving to The 

Sittingbourne School to take up a post in their Business Department. Mr Rory 

Shepherd our Head of Languages is leaving to commence a role at the prestigious 

Folkestone School for Girls. Finally, Mrs Rachel Fletcher our Head of Social 

Sciences, is leaving to commence a role at Kent County Council producing on-line 

learning content for students.   

Change in Staff Roles  
Mrs Natalie Lockwood, has been appointed as our new Head of Sixth Form. She 

currently is working in our Business and ICT department and was successful in a 

tough interview process against a number of exceptional external candidates. We 

know that sixth form parents and carers will welcome her into her role in the New 

Year. 

Ms Lucy Pointer has been appointed as our Head of Languages. She has been a 

member of our staff for several years and has lots of exciting plans for building on 

the work of Mr Shepherd. It is pleasing to say that we have more students 

engaged with GCSE languages learning today than at any point previously in the 

school’s history.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meal Vouchers  
Covid-19 has caused much hardship for so many of our families and we are 

delighted to confirm that holiday activity and food vouchers, along with family 

bus passes have been distributed by Mr Dickens and his team to all those 

eligible for Free School Meals.  We hope that this will make the Christmas period 

a little easier for many in our school community  

Industry Specific Careers Event 
On Tuesday 14th December, we had planned to host an industry specific careers 
event for Health, Social Care and Public Services for students in Years 9 and 10 
who have expressed an interest in these careers.  This would have been a great 
opportunity for our students to explore these types of careers and to be able to 
ask questions and talk to a range of industry professionals.  Sadly, due to the Covid 
risk assessment level rising to Level 4 we have had to postpone. 
 

There will be another industry specific event focusing on Finance, Accounting and 
Construction in Term 6.  Giving our students the opportunity to experience such 
events on their careers journey also meets the Gatsby Benchmarks 3 (Addressing 
the needs of each pupil) and 5 (Encounters with employers and employees). 
We would like to thank representations from the following organisations who 
kindly give up their time to support our careers events:  the NHS; the Royal Navy; 
the Royal Marines; the Army; Care UK; and Kent Police. 
 
Knowledge Organisers 
We would like to remind parents that Knowledge Organisers can be used as useful 
revision tools over the Christmas holidays and during mock exam and external 
exam periods.  Miss Cann, Head of English, explains how important they are to 
the English department: 
 

“In English, we love our Knowledge Organisers. They have completely changed 
the way that we teach. They give our students the chance to be more 
independent, push their own learning and grow into confident young people.  
They are filled with the ‘bite-size’ pieces of information every student needs to 
know about the topic they are studying, and we use them all the time in lessons 
for quizzes, supporting students and communication skills (through our Literacy 
Knowledge Organiser).  Over Christmas, students can make sure they’re feeling 
confident and ready to succeed by writing a quiz about the information; turning 
the information into posters or flashcards; or even just reading over a little bit to 
make sure nothing is forgotten in the midst of all the festivities!” 
       
Uniform and Equipment 
For the staggered return to school in January to enable the LFT process to take 
place, we do not expect students to wear school uniform.  However, once school 
resumes officially the usual standards of uniform and equipment will be required. 
 

I would just like to take this opportunity to issue a reminder of what each student 
should be bringing to school in their backpack – maybe consider anything missing 
for your last-minute ‘Christmas list’! 
 

 Planner/knowledge organiser/pencil case with pens, pencils, highlighters, 
glue stick, protractor, compasses and highly important – a scientific 
calculator. 

 

Do get in touch with the Science or Maths department if you are having problems 
sourcing the correct calculator. 
 

Wishing everybody once again a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
  
Kind regards 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
 

The Abbey School  | London Road  | Faversham | ME13 8RZ  | ✆ - 01795 532633  

✉ - info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  |  💻 - www.abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  |       - Abbey School Faversham 

 

2021-2022 

 

Issue 4 – Friday 17th December 2021  

 

Weekly Newsletter 
HEADTEACHER UPDATE 

 

http://www.abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk/download?file=https://theabbeyschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/LFT-Schedule-January-2022.pdf


  
 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on… Success! 
 

This week we have asked Miss Nunn to share with us some of the successes, 
achievements and celebrations from her Dance students and the Dance Club: 
 

Firstly, I would like to commend all GCSE and A Level Dance students for their 
hard work this term.  Students have shown excellent progress and have worked 
brilliantly in lessons. 
 

Dance Club 
A huge well done to Year 7, 8 and 9 students who have been attending Dance 
Club every week! Students have produced a brilliant piece to Hairspray which will 
be performed later on in the year. For anyone wishing to join Dance Club, we 
meet in the Dance Studio every Wednesday after school from 3.30pm-4.30pm; 
just bring a water bottle and something comfortable to dance in. Anyone is 
welcome! 
 

Open Evening 
Approximately 20 students across all year groups put on a fantastic show of dance 
for prospective parents and students at the Year 7 Open Evening earlier this year. 
Students gave up their free time to support in promoting Dance at The Abbey 
School and performed a variety of pieces and danced all evening. They were 
superb ambassadors for the school and their dedication to the subject was 
fantastic to see. 
 

Jasmin Vardimon Dance Workshop 
On Tuesday 30th November, some KS4 and KS5 students took part in a full day 
workshop (funded by Covid-19 Catch-Up) with a member of Jasmin Vardimon 
Dance Company. Working with a professional in the industry, students benefitted 
hugely from the experience. They were pushed out of their comfort zone and 
were challenged to work in ways they had never tried before. Students worked 
brilliantly and we all had a great day. 
 

Upcoming Events 
GCSE Dance and A Level students have the following opportunities to look 
forward to: 

 ‘Wicked’ the musical, London Trip – postponed from January to April 2022 

 ‘The Nutcracker’, Marlowe Theatre Trip – Thursday 10th May 2022 

 Dance Showcase – Term 4    
Miss Nunn 

 

Golden Ticket Winners! 
The winning tickets were drawn earlier this week and we are delighted to 
announce that the following are this term’s lucky winners: 
 

 Year 7: Jed S-B; Beau C; Bailey B; Chantilly T 
 Year 8: Lila B; Shay L; Oliver F; Megan C 
 Year 9: Ella D; Paige R; Laci H; Lilah L 
 Year 10: Jess S; Sam R; Freya S; Dayton W 
 Year 11: Harry K; Bradley P; Olivia H; Tegan C 
 6th Form: Jasmine C; Tommy M; Olivia M; Eleisha S 

  

  
 
 

 
Covid-19 Catch-Up Funding - Hegarty Maths 
The past eighteen months have been challenging for our pupils, teachers and our 
community. The Covid-19 Catch-Up funding has been a way to provide resources, 
tuition and experiences to our pupils to make up for what might have been 
missed. We were able to purchase Hegarty Maths to support Mathematics 
homework and have been really impressed already with the outcomes that we 
have seen.  
As you are probably already aware, as you may have witnessed your 
son/daughter using Hegarty Maths for homework, tasks are assigned to students 
and provide a supportive video, an opportunity to take notes and a range of 
questions to check learning.  
This week, we have awarded certificates for “Most Questions Answered 
Correctly”, and for the “Highest Total Hours of Learning” and are so proud of how 
our students have engaged with Hegarty Maths, and how they have coped during 
such challenging times. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Le Brunn-Healey presented certificates in the library on Thursday 

Upcoming Key Dates – Term 3 
 

Tuesday 4th January Staggered return/LFTs for start of Term 3 

Monday 10th January Vaccinations: HPV 1 Y8; HPV 2 Y9 

Monday 10th January Year 12 & 13 Finance external exam 

Tuesday 11th January Vaccinations: HPV 1 Y8; HPV 2 Y9 

Wednesday 12th 
January 

Year 13 Sports external exam (AM) 
Year 13 Health & Social Care external exam 
(AM) 

Thursday 13th January Year 12 Business external exam (AM) 
Year 13 Science external exam (PM) 
Year 11 Child Development external exam (PM) 

Friday 14th January Year 13 Child Development external exam (AM) 

Monday 17th January Year 13 Health & Social Care external exam 
(AM) 
Year 12/13 Finance external exam (AM) 

Tuesday 18th January ‘Big Interview’ for Year 11 
Y12 Science external exam (AM) 
Y13 Business external exam (AM) 

Wednesday 19th 
January 

‘Big Interview’ for Year 11 
Year 11 Consultation Evening 

Thursday 20th  January ‘Big Interview’ for Year 11 

Friday 21st January Year 12 Child Development external exam (AM) 

Monday 24th January Year 13 ICT external exam (AM) 
Year 11 Mock Exams – all week 

Friday 28th January Year 12 PSHE Day (in Core Learning) 

Wednesday 9th 
February 

Year 11 Health & Social Care external exam 
(AM) 

Thursday 10th 
February 

Year 11 ICT external exam (AM) 

Friday 11th February Break up for half-term 
 

Day LFT then return home Return to school for teaching Online learning 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 Year 7 & Year 11  Year 8, 9, 10, 6th Form 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Year 8 and Year 9 Year 7 and Year 11 Year 10 and 6th Form  

Thursday 6th January 2022 Year 10 and 6th Form Year 8 and Year 9  

Friday 7th January 2022  Year 10 and 6th Form  
Please note: if you are learning online, you will need to attend a ‘live’ registration session from 9am to 9.15am each morning with your form tutor. 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 13th December 2021. They are: 

 
Ronnie 

Hudson 

Y8   

106 House Points 

 

Liam 

White 

Y10 

107 House Points 

 

Poppy 

Tillin 

Y10 

80 House Points 

 

Emily 

Coombes 

Y10 

79 House Points 

35 

STUDENTS’ RETURN TIMES w/c 3/01/2022 

Our lucky Year 9 

winners! 


