
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last week I was delighted to report on 

several student successes. As we reach the 

final week of Term 3, this theme of success 

continues as we still have more to 

celebrate.  

House Points & Golden Tickets 
As you will be aware, house points are 

calculated weekly and the highest scoring 

student for each house is published in this 

newsletter. Also, we collect all the stubs 

from the Golden Tickets awarded throughout the weeks and, at the end of each 

term, four names from each year group are drawn by the Headteacher, with the 

first name out of the hat being awarded a prize of an Amazon voucher. 

Year 7  Year 8 Yr9 Yr10 Yr11 Y12 

Louise C Reece B Oliver T Courtney T Phoebe B Jack C 

Jack D Henry H Kayleigh L Liv D Ben P Olivia M 

Faye K Harry P Megan B Luke H Bethany J Chloe B 

Samuil S Grace H Leah W Harvey G Mouse B Eleisha S 

 
This term I am delighted to announce 
that the above students were the lucky 
recipients of the Term 3 draw: 
 

Louise, Reece and Jack were presented 
today with their Golden Ticket prizes 

 
 
 
End of term Maths Awards 
 

For outstanding effort and consistent achievement in Maths this term with a 
fantastic Abbey attitude 
 

Year 7  Year 8 Yr9 Yr10 Yr11 

Oliver L Sam W Alfie G Megan F Sofia B-W 

Katherine P Jayden L-A Molly C Jaimee-Erin P Amelia I 

Olivia H Jacob S Oly B Stefan T Anthony S 

Joshua P Oliver P George D Maddison G Iasmina D 

 
A Celebration of Behaviour 
One of the many advantages of our new Student Information System, Bromcom, 
is that we can record and run reports on all the points awarded to students, 
whether positive or negative.   
The data from our most recent report for Terms 1 and 2 shows that: 

 147 students have 0 (zero!) negative points and of these 98 have 

over 90% attendance. 

 A massive 481 students have accumulated over 100 positive points 

and of these 360 have over 90% attendance. 

This shows there is an obvious correlation between attendance, behaviour and 
achievement.  Whilst we would love to, we just couldn’t possibly name every 
single individual who has performed well, it is however important to 
acknowledge those who have really made a huge effort, both with their 
behaviour and their attendance. Therefore, I am delighted to publish a ‘roll-call’ 
of students who have achieved the following: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% attendance, zero negative points and over 100 positive points! 

Year 7  Year 8 Yr9 Yr10 Yr11 

Isla H Grace H Zara M Benjamin S Lucia P-W 

Maisie E Lexie S    

Elodie L Carris F    

Isabelle B Harvey L    

Evie T Anessa B    

Matilda C William R    

Matilda B Mia G    

 

The Big Chill 

On Tuesday 8th February, a group of Y11 & Y12 students had a fabulous day at 

the Pines Calyx in St Margaret's Bay at this event run by The East Kent Schools 

Together and CCCU. The objective of the day was to give students the chance to 

get away from their day-to-day stresses and worries in this beautiful location.   

We were permitted to take 8 students who were selected from 6th form and 

year 11. The 4 pupils in each key stage were selected by Head of Year 11 and 

Director of 6th Form according to their specific need and incidents of anxiety and 

stress in the past. We could have easily selected 50 pupils. 

Four one-hour workshops were facilitated by experts with support from CCCU 

ambassadors and covered: 

 Sleeping Well – factual and physical ways to get the best restful and 

restorative sleep. 

 Creative Crafting – working with their hands, students had the 

chance to do something totally new and relaxing with a wonderful 

artist-in-residence 

 Map of Life – working collaboratively, students used mind-mapping 

to identify stress, improve their resilience and find ways to focus on 

goals. 

 The Big Chill – away from the stress of day-to-day life, students got 

back to nature and enjoyed some real time out. 

Our students were introduced to skills and techniques that should help them 

deal with times of stress and pressure in their lives and hopefully become more 

resilient and self-reliant. 

 

Have a lovely week.  

Kind regards 
 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 

The Abbey School  | London Road  | Faversham | ME13 8RZ  | ✆ - 01795 532633  
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Spotlight on…Summer Exams 

 Exams update Summer 2022 

The government intends exams 
will go ahead, with some changes 
to exams and non-exam 
assessments: 

What has been published?  

As expected on the 7 February, 
for the majority of GCSE and all AS 
and A level subjects, teachers, 
students, and parents are now 
able to view information 
published by exam boards on 
some of the exam content, texts, 
topics and sub-topics, themes and 
skills due to be assessed. All 
resources for each subject will be 

posted onto the school website in the exam information section for the start of 
term 4 which will complement the webinar recently broadcast. 

So will students be getting the questions to their exams before they sit it? 

No. The additional information aims to focus students’ revision without 
providing exact questions that will appear.  This does offer a common set of 
principles that have been developed for the advance information.  Ofqual made 
it clear that they would be avoiding providing so much detail that answers could 
be pre-prepared and memorised.  Information will look different for each 
subject and exam board, reflecting the nature of those subjects and their 
assessments. 

What else is being done to ensure fairness in this year’s exams? 

Students will also benefit from other adaptations to exams and the approach to 
grading this year to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on their education. 
There will be choices of topics or content in GCSE English Literature, History and 
Geography, and a formulae/expanded equations sheet available in exams for 
GCSE Maths and combined Science. There are also changes to the requirements 
for practical assessments in Sciences and Art and Design, recognising how the 
pandemic will have affected students’ opportunities in these subjects. 

What about the grading of exams this year, is it the same as before? 

Ofqual’s plans for grading this summer mean that grading profiles will not 
return to pre-pandemic levels immediately, recognising the challenges these 
students have faced. This summer will be a transition year and exam boards will 
set grade boundaries to reflect a midway point between 2021 and pre-pandemic 
grading, in a way that is as fair as possible for all students, across all subjects and 
exam boards. This will mean that more students get higher grades in 2022 than 
before the pandemic and will provide a safety net for those students who might 
otherwise just might miss out on a higher grade. 

What about the contingency plans for TAGs (Teacher Assessed Grades) using 
the mock windows? 

If exams cannot go ahead as planned, students will receive grades determined 
by their teachers, using teacher-assessed grades (TAGs) similar to those used in 
summer 2021. TAGs are based on teachers’ assessment of their students’ work.  

As a school we have been told to continue to follow the plan for three mock 
windows until further notice. We have recently completed the second window 
and will publish outcomes from this data as soon as possible to students and  

 

parents.  Governors will also have an outline of this data as to forecasted 
outcomes once fully compiled. 

If you have any queries in regard to the exams season this summer please do 
not hesitate to contact: exams2022@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk 

 

KCC Young Driver 

Last week all KS5 students completed a KCC Young Driver course during their 
core learning sessions, focusing on a range of skills in a programme designed for 
new drivers. The 4 sessions were designed to influence the attitudes and 
behaviour of both young drivers and passengers who are currently over-
represented in crash statistics. The sessions covered: Driving and Seeing, 
Impairment, Speed and Force, and Impulse and Control. 
 
Some Year 13 students then took part in an online workshop as a follow-up 
session. In attendance was a panel of 7 representatives from KCC, Kent Fire and 
Rescue, Kent Police and the Rad Safety Partnership. The panel answered a wide 
range of questions compiled by the students.  It was an interesting session with 
lots of pertinent questions raised by our students who were curious to know the 
answers!  Interesting key statistics: 
 

 Nearly 30% of crashes on Kent’s roads involve young drivers 

 The majority of collisions occur on single carriageway roads 
 
The focus was on the education of young people to raise awareness regarding 
safe driving. Students will be submitting evaluations that will inform KCC how 
the course and the follow-up sessions were received.   
 
Mrs Page designed a bespoke New Driver course which includes valuable advice 
on applying for provisional licences, the theory and practical test, basic driving 
skills and navigation of insurance.  Mrs Page commented, “Learning to drive is 
an exciting skill and we want all our students to be prepared so that they are 
considerate, mindful citizens when they get on the road as a new driver”.   
 

Digital Activities to Boost Wellbeing this Half-Term 
 
Parent Zone, experts in digital family life, have shared some useful resources for 
parents, students and families for the half-term break  
Unreliable February weather, coupled with families not necessarily being able to 
get out and about, could mean it’s harder than usual to keep children upbeat 
and active this half term.  
 
While more time at home often means more time online, it doesn’t have to be 
solely spent bingeing favourite series or games.  
This latest article is packed full of suggestions for apps, games and videos that you 
can for some inspiration for the half-term break. From cosmic yoga to virtual 
nature walks via family fitness challenges, there’s plenty here to boost everyone’s 

energy levels and help families have fun together.  
 
Digital activities to boost childrens’ wellbeing this half term — Parent Zone – 
Parents' area 

 

 

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 

 

3.25 
 

3.15 
 

3.10 
 

3.30 
 

2.20 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.25 
 

2.15 
 

2.10 
 

2.30 
 

2.20 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 7th February 2022. They are: 

 Jaimee-Erin 

Poulteney 

Y10   

32 House Points 

 

Lilia 

Vernon 

Y8 

36 House Points 

 

Megan 

Frost 

 Y10 

42 House Points 

 

Max 

Parter 

Y9 

77 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 21/02/2022 

mailto:exams2022@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk
https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/morearticles/digital-activities-childrens-wellbeing
https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/morearticles/digital-activities-childrens-wellbeing

