
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Abbey School is founded on our ethos 

of ‘Be The Best You Can Be’. Everyone in 

our school should be striving to be the best 

version of themselves and putting in 

maximum effort in all that they do. Our 

school culture is based on three words -

STAR, STEPS and SHAPE. The term STAR 

refers to the positive learning behaviours 

that we expect our students to show in 

lessons: Sitting up straight, Tracking the 

teacher, Answering with hands up and 

showing Respect through silence when others are talking. These basic 

expectations are continually emphasised in our lessons.   

STEPS is how we promote politeness and courtesy across the school. Sir, Miss, or 

a name, is used every time we speak to someone else. We say Thank you, 

Excuse Me and Please every time that it is appropriate to do so. In addition we 

encourage everyone in our school community to use positive body language 

when interacting with others – which is summarised by the final ‘S’ for ‘Smile’.   

SHAPE is an acronym that we use with our students to teach them about how to 

talk to others in the school. This stands for speaking in full Sentences, Hands 

away from the mouth, Articulate (speaking clearly), Projecting our voices (so 

that the whole class can hear when we answer) and maintaining Eye contact 

when we speak to others. We reinforce this in all of our lessons and our 

interactions during the school day.  

To be clear, our expectations are there to raise our community up, not to make 

any individual be unfairly marginalised. We go out of our way, for example, to 

avoid mis-gendering members of our community by using children’s names 

instead of ‘Sir’ or ‘Miss’ where students identify as being non-binary. We also 

make reasonable adjustments for students with serious special educational 

needs. For instance, a minority of students with some forms of autism may find 

it difficult to maintain eye contact.   

Our school is a joyful, happy place where our young people can enjoy 

disruption-free lessons and move around the site in the knowledge that our 

corridors are calm, purposeful and without poor behaviour. This culture is not 

something that happens automatically; it takes consistent work in assemblies, 

form times, and lessons to reinforce what we stand for as a school and why this 

is important. I also spend considerable time with staff every week training 

colleagues on what Abbey teaching and learning should look like. This includes 

how we structure lessons, how we interact with students and how students 

enter and exit classrooms.   

The predictability and certainty of our environment in school means that our 

teachers can focus all of their time on teaching the subjects that they love. We 

find that our students also complete more work in lessons with more 

opportunity to stretch all of them to their ability levels.   

Of course, our school systems and expectations are not a panacea. Instead, they 

go alongside, in parallel with, an extensive system of pastoral support and care. 

We face the same challenges that all schools do following the global pandemic 

including student mental health, anxiety and attendance. My personal view is 

that it will take a number of years for the effects of Covid-19 to have been 

completely overcome within our local schools. Not least, because the economic 

and social impacts of the crisis will leave their mark indelibly on a current 

generation of school students. Understanding this context is really important for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
us all, but should not be used as an excuse for us lowering the hopes and 
dreams for our young people. In fact, it serves as motivation for everyone 
(teachers, parents and other professionals) to work hard together to maintain 
our expectations whilst doubling-down on the care and support that we provide 
students.   
  

Maximising Progress  
We are approaching the time of the year when we begin to have increased 

certainty about the progress and relative performance of students across the 

school. When I speak to teachers and support staff they are really clear that 

there are some significant differences in the outcomes that our students are 

currently achieving and those from several years ago.   

Perhaps predictably, we are finding that students in Year 7 and 8 are lagging 

behind where their pre-Covid peers would have been at this time of year. The 

biggest challenge remains reading and writing levels, not least because these 

are essential skills to be able to access the rest of the school curriculum. Our 

team of professionals are working hard at the moment to address this deficit 

through use of academic mentoring, targeted intervention and the Accelerated 

Reader programme. However, we strongly urge parents to support at home 

through building in regular reading opportunities, ideally every evening. There is 

lots of research to show that students with high reading ability achieve much 

better at GCSE than other students, so the more that we can do to work 

together in this regard the better.  

One of the other more complex challenges that we are facing across the school 

is elevated levels of absence. Whilst this is in line with that being reported 

nationally, it does create a unique set of challenges for students. When not in 

school, children often miss out on elements of their learning, which reflects in 

future assessments. Throughout the pandemic our teaching staff have 

endeavoured to set work for students to address these gaps, but the level of 

challenge facing all schools has been quite considerable.   

In the last few days the exam boards have released much more information to 

schools and the general public about the likely content of the summer exams. 

This abnormal step has been taken because the Government acknowledge the 

issues facing students this year and want to ensure that exam year groups are as 

best prepared as they can be. Our teaching staff are therefore spending a large 

amount of their time now targeting the teaching of our Year 11 and Year 13 

students in the remaining weeks. Therefore, if you are a parent of a student in 

an exam year group, I would encourage you to speak to them about the 

information that has been shared with them about the topics and themes that 

they will be assessed on. If students have a clear knowledge of this they are 

greatly enhancing their chances of doing well.  

Finally, we have been advised that KCC are proposing to make savings by 
reducing some bus services that private bus companies cannot afford to run, 
and which are no longer cost effective. They are carrying out a public 
consultation to listen to feedback.  Should any parents feel they, or their child, 
may be affected by any of the cuts in services we would strongly advise that you 
take this opportunity to have your say. We understand that the village of 
Newnham, in particular, will be affected. 
 

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/bus-funding-reductions 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Kind regards 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on… 
Year 8 ‘Positively You’ Workshop 
We were incredibly lucky to have Positively You in 

school to spend a day with our Year 8s on 

Wednesday of this week. The students were off 

timetable and took part in an interactive and 

reflective personal development workshop focusing 

on upskilling students to become resilient to 

setbacks.  A practical example of this involved the 

production of paper aeroplanes – students were able to see the results of their 

efforts and how to make adjustments to improve and ‘come back stronger’ by 

developing goalsetting skills. 

It was a really fabulous workshop, the students got a lot out of it and had a huge 
amount of fun at the same time.   

 

 

       

Update on this summer’s exam season:  
We hope you find these updates useful. We are keen that parents are aware of 

what has been published and are up to date as to where we are in the process.  

We recently sent the following message out to parents via Bromcom/MCAS: 

You will now be able to see the documentation published by each exam board 

for GCSE/GCE qualifications on the school website as promised by the DfE. 

Students and parents will hopefully find this useful in preparing for the summer 

exams season ahead.  Teaching staff have been working on this and there will be 

coverage of this in lessons so students are clear as to the impact. 

You can access the web page by clicking here: 

[url]http://www.abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk/1563/exams-2022-parent-

guide-1[/url] 

Alternatively, you can go to the school website and click on: Parents, Exams 

2022 Parent Guide, scroll to the bottom of the page to see the links under the 

Downloads section. 

World Book Week 
We are excited to take part in another World Book Week 

which starts next week, culminating in World Book Day 

on the Thursday.  There will be a variety of activities 

planned, mainly from the English department, w  ith 

literacy and the promotion of reading for pleasure at the 

forefront. 

 

 

Faversham Literacy Festival  
 We are delighted to announce that Year 11 student, Amy Shilling, has won a 

'Commended' prize in the recent Faversham Literary Festival 
Under-18 Creative Writing Competition.  A fabulous, and very 
timely, achievement just before World Book Week!   
Many congratulations Amy! 
www.favershamliteraryfestival.org 
@FavershamLit 

 
 
In more good news, Rita-Mae Horgan-Burke in Year 8 has also been selected to 

have her submission to a national writing competition published in a collection 

by the Young Writers' association. Many congratulations Rita-Mae! 

We are very proud of them both.  

An Update from the Dance Department 
Miss Nunn would like to share with you a reminder about the following events: 

Thursday 10th March: places have all been filled but we have a trip running to 

The Marlowe Theatre to see ‘The Nutcracker’ by Matthew Bourne. We have 65 

students across all year groups attending; watch this space for a report and 

photos. 

Wednesday 30th March: The Year 11 Final Practical Dance Exam – the students 

involved will be off timetable all day for this. 

We are very hopeful that in Term 5 we will be able to put on a show and also 

have a trip to London. Fingers crossed! 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Year 11 Results Experience  Monday 28th February 
World Book Week   28th Feb – 4th March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments (PM) Wednesday 2nd March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments (AM) Thursday 3rd March 
World Book Day   Thursday 3rd March 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 9th March 
NFER Tests (small group of students) Wednesday 9th March 
Year 10 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 9th March 
GCSE Dance Trip to The Marlowe Thursday 10th March 
LIBF Unit 1 & 3 resits onscreen  Monday 14th March 
LIBF Unit 1 & 3 resits written  Monday 21st March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments  Monday 21st March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments  Tuesday 22nd March 
Year 12/13 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 23rd March 
Year 8 Options Afternoon  Friday 25th March 
Y11 Dance GCSE Assessment  Wednesday 30th March 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June 

 

  

 

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 
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3.10 
 

3.30 
 

3.25 
 

2.15 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.20 
 

2.10 
 

2.30 
 

2.25 
 

2.15 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 21st February 2022. They are: 

 
Maksim 

Draganov 

Y7   

16 House Points 

 

Eden 

Palmer 

Y11 

16 House Points 

 

Derek 

Ola 

 Y9 

14 House Points 

 

Rufus 

Mcintyre 

Y7 

17 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 28/02/2022 
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