
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After a couple of years of Covid disruption I 

know that we have all been looking forward 

to a return to normality in our everyday 

lives. That largely has begun to be achieved 

within school, with the number of daily 

reported Covid cases at historic lows and the 

suspension of many of the restrictions that 

had been in place for much of the pandemic.  

In the last two-weeks, however, there has 

been a noticeable increase in the concern 

and anxiety raised by students as a 

consequence of the unexpected crisis in Ukraine. Our teachers have been 

delivering assemblies and PSHE sessions themed around what is going on in 

Eastern Europe. This has included some of the historical context of Ukraine and 

Russia as well as understanding some of the political landscape. The school has 

already made some important donations to the people displaced by the crisis and 

will continue to look at what more we can do to support those in need.   

Last week was Careers Week within the school. There were a large number of 

opportunities for our students to engage with employers and learn about a 

variety of future occupations. You may have seen some of this publicised on our 

social media channels or via messages sent out by Mr Forrest. I would like to 

extend my thanks to those that took part in the events as well as those colleagues 

that supported their organisation. There were some excellent opportunities 

available to our students and I know that these often form some of the most 

memorable experiences that our young people have of their time at school.   

It has been pleasing to see attendance gradually start to improve since the end of 

January, mirroring the national trend. It remains more important than ever that 

students are in school and learning where they can be. If your child does have 

problems achieving a good attendance rate then please engage with the school 

since there is lots that we can do to support. We provide reintegration plans, and 

specialist support from our pastoral team including a designated case worker. If 

there is a problem we will send out an attendance concern letter and our 

attendance team will likely be in touch for a meeting. The staff on the team are 

very approachable so please don’t hesitate to get in touch with them if there is 

an issue that we can help with, particularly if there is a health issue or a change 

in family circumstances that we need to be made aware of. Please contact Ms 

Campbell on ccampbell@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

We continue to work hard on Covid Catch-Up across The Abbey. All schools have 

been awarded funding to support gaps in learning from the pandemic to be closed 

through targeted intervention. At The Abbey we have a programme of academic 

mentoring and coaching as well as other provision, which has been put in place 

to address some of these challenges. It has been focused on students that we feel 

could particularly benefit from the offered support and the programme is led by 

Mrs Le Brunn-Healey. Should you have any queries or questions about what is on 

offer please do not hesitate to get in touch with her.  

Please can I continue to emphasise the importance of students using their 

knowledge organisers at home to support memorisation and revision. These 

documents are given to students at the start of every single term and contain 

pages with all of the key facts and information that students should focus on 

learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

They are an invaluable but costly resource for us to produce. If used wisely, 

students should be incrementally learning sections of knowledge from the 

booklets and practising this at home. We then check students’ learning through 

low-stakes testing in class, which is also often peer or self-assessed. This means 

that each week children should be able to evidence marginal improvement in 

their knowledge and understanding, which should translate into better 

performance in their terminal assessments. It sounds easy,, but will clearly work 

best when school and home work in partnership.   

Our lunch times remain an area of development for the school. Over the last 18 

months we have moved to a situation where all students have the opportunity to 

sit in the school canteen and eat a full school dinner or their packed-lunch. The 

previous arrangement to this involved all students attempting to use the canteen 

at the same time, often creating excess demand, and the emphasis placed instead 

on serving children quickly with grab-and-go food. In my opinion, the atmosphere 

in the canteen used to be unpleasant and many children were not getting access 

to the food service that they deserved. Litter around the site also used to be a 

significant problem, since there was insufficient space in the canteen for all 

students to be served.  

In the coming year we expect to extend the school canteen as part of a KCC 

funded basic needs expansion. This should mean that the catering hall increases 

its capacity considerably with more dining space for students. We are also looking 

to re-tender our catering contract, as is normal after several years. It is therefore 

an opportunity to ask parents and students what more they would like to see 

from the future catering provision here at The Abbey. With that in mind, if there 

are particular dining options that we don’t currently offer but that you would like 

to see then please get in contact at headteacher@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk 

and we will consider your views as part of our review.  

May I bring to parents’ attention the fact that our extra-curricular offer has now 

considerably expanded following the removal of Covid restrictions in recent 

weeks. A full list of everything available for your child is available on the school 

website under School Life| Our School | Extra Curricular Activities (Link). If your 

child does not currently take any of these opportunities, I would strongly 

encourage them to do so. They provide a great opportunity to make new friends, 

develop new interests and work with a different set of school staff.  

In the next few days we enter a fresh round of student assessments, most 

important of which are those for Year 11s. The complexities of the preparation 

for this year’s summer exams and the teacher assessed grades that also have to 

be created are a far cry from the standard exam season one might have expected 

just four years ago. The best advice I can give all of our young people is to prepare 

thoroughly and do their best. Nobody can ask more of them than that.  

Finally, a quick reminder from me about jewellery. We tell our students to avoid 

wearing jewellery to school and would like your help with this please. Plain and 

discreet single stud earrings are permissible and no nose studs or similar are 

allowed. This is the case across our school year groups.  

 
Best wishes 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on…Our Dance Leaders 
 

The Dance Department would like to congratulate the following students on 
becoming Dance Leaders. 
 
A Dance Leader is a new role within the Dance Department which students have 
been able to apply for, for the rest of this academic year. Students at The Abbey 
School who take GCSE and A level Dance regularly show superb work ethic and 
dedication throughout the year in their commitment to both lessons, events and 
extra-curricular activities for which we are always grateful and proud.  We hope 
that having representatives for each year will support students even further. 
 
The purpose of the Dance Leader’s role will allow students across different year 
groups to liaise with one another about ways we can make the department the 
best it can be and create greater opportunity within school.  Students will meet 
regularly for meetings to discuss ways to promote the subject further and will 
work as a team to create events and opportunities for all of our Dance students. 
We hope this initiative gives students both the confidence and ownership to 
help strive to move Dance forward at The Abbey School. 
 
Thank you to all students who applied. The Sixth Form Dance Leaders have 
anonymously appointed the rest of the team.  Ella Cutting, Year 12, has been 
appointed as Sixth Form Dance Ambassador and she will head up the team of 
students – well done Ella! 
 
Our Dance Leaders are: 

 Mia Scott 

 Alex Svilenova 

 Anna Svilenova  

 Lilly Denton 

 Lucy Brimson 

 Poppy Tillin 

 Molly Malone 

 Verity Tooth 

 Chelsey Carpenter 

 Charlotte Lyons 

 Ruby White 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 

Dance Trip to The Marlowe 

66 Dance students across all year 

groups went to The Marlowe 

Theatre on Thursday 10 March 

2022 to watch Matthew Bourne’s 

‘The Nutcracker’. We had a brilliant 

time and students represented the 

school impeccably!  

 

Thank you to Ms Bevan, Ms Page and Ms Baker who supported Miss Nunn on 

the trip!  

 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Year 11 TAG Assessments Week  14th 18th March 
LIBF Unit 1 & 3 resits onscreen  Monday 14th March 
LIBF Unit 1 & 3 resits written  Monday 21st March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments  Monday 21st March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments  Tuesday 22nd March 
Year 12/13 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 23rd March 
Year 8 Options Afternoon  Friday 25th March 
Y11 Dance GCSE Assessment  Wednesday 30th March 
Year 9 Booster Vaccinations  Thursday 21st April/Friday 22nd  
Business Studies A Level Revision Workshop Monday 25th April 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 27th April 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
D of E Bronze Award Expedition  Saturday 7th May – Sunday 8th May 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
School Jubilee Celebration Day  Friday 27th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June 
London Theatre Trip to ‘Wicked’  Thursday 30th June 
Dance Showcase at The Anselm Studio Wednesday 6th July  
 

World Book Day 
Last week, we had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Week as a school.   

Throughout the week, students completed a range of 

“bookish” activities in Form time. Students took part in 

the World Book Day quiz about children’s books and 

earned house points for every answer they knew; read 

the inspirational story of Jay Blades from “The Repair 

Shop” and his struggle to learn to read at 51; and each 

form added two lines to a poem before passing it on to 

another year group to add their own ideas in a Poetry 

Carousel, producing nine fantastic poems between them.   

On the day itself, the whole school shared a story, with each lesson starting with 

the reading of the next section of Roald Dahl’s “Lamb to the Slaughter.” By the 

final lesson, everybody was waiting eagerly to discover whether Mary Maloney 

would be arrested, or whether she would fool the police!  

As a school, we are keen for our young people to know how important reading is, 

but also that it is never too late to pick up a book and explore the worlds they can 

create. We truly believe that there is a book out there for everyone and, if last 

Thursday is anything to go by, Roald Dahl's short stories are a very good starting 

point.  

Comic Relief/Red Nose Day 
Next Friday, 18 March, We are having a 'Crazy Sock and/or 
Tie' Day to raise money for Comic Relief and for our ex-
Abbey student, Jasmine, and her baby son who sadly 
suffers from a condition called lissencephaly.  

Please help support us if you can.  

    

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 
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3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
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2.25 
 

2.20 
 

2.15 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 7th March 2022. They are: 

 
Maksim 

Draganov 

Y7   

15 House Points 

 

Ryan Brown Y9 

15 House points 

Jasmin Russell Y7 

15 House Points 

 

Liam 

Butterfill 

 Y8 

14 House Points 

 

Daniel 

Kyte 

Y7 

11 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 14/03/2022 


