
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It has been really joyful walking around The 
Abbey School site this week. Aside from 
witnessing students working extremely hard 
in classrooms – particularly those in Year 11 
and 13 who are carefully preparing for 
upcoming examinations – there is a real 
sense that ‘spring has sprung’. It is difficult 
to miss the array of spring flowers that have 
surfaced on most of the green areas around 
the site, especially the spectacular daffodils 
framing the school’s reception.  
 

With the emergence of spring and the brighter and warmer days, we often feel 
reinvigorated and ready to shift some of the bad habits built up over the darker 
months. It can provide the opportunity to start something new, or the chance to 
look ahead and set some meaningful targets or aspirations for the rest of the year. 
I challenge all of you to do that this week, to set yourself a spring target for 
something that you would like to achieve before the academic year comes to a 
close in July. 
 
Looking ahead, new beginnings will feature at the forefront of many discussions 
that we will be having with our Year 8s over the coming weeks as they embark on 
the exciting task of selecting their options for the next academic year. We pride 
ourselves here that we are able to offer the full array of subjects, and much like 
the daffodils around the school’s reception, our students’ bloom with the 
freedom to choose the additional subjects that they can study in much more 
depth and with much more rigour. It has always been our aim to provide a 
comprehensive offer of options and we enjoy carefully supporting and guiding 
them onto the right pathways that will fit their interests, talents and personalities. 
This tends to lead to a successful learning experience.  
 
If you are a Year 8 parent, and you have not supported another child through the 
options process, it can feel rather daunting. How do you best guide your child to 
make decisions that seem so critical to their future? What if they are unsure about 
what they want to do? The first step is to engage with as much information as 
possible to help support them in their decision. Alongside this newsletter, your 
child has been given an options booklet that we recommend that you read 
through carefully at home. After that, if you are left with any unanswered 
questions, please get in touch with us. You can find the relevant contact details 
at the end of the newsletter and the team here will be more than happy to talk 
through the options process and any worries or concerns that you have. 
 
What are the key pieces of information that you will need to know to support 
the decision making? Well, as a start, you should know about the different 
pathways that are available to your son or daughter. They will need to select 
one of the three pathways listed below: 
 EBacc 
 ABacc 
 Guided Choices 
 
The EBacc Pathway 
The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right – it’s a combination of GCSE 
subjects including a language (French or Spanish or both), that offer an 
important range of knowledge and skills.  
The subjects that are offered are: 

 Core subjects (English Literature and Language, Mathematics, 
Science, Physical Education, RE and PSHE) 

 History or Geography  
 French or Spanish or both 
 2 x Additional Subjects   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like all of our pathways we want to give your child access to a full range of 
employment options when they leave secondary school and the broad 
knowledge that employers are looking for. If they are thinking of going to 
university, the EBacc is recommended. 
 
The ABacc Pathway 
The ABacc allows for more choice from the range of additional subjects available 
alongside a humanities selection and the core subjects.  
The subjects that are offered are: 
 Core subjects (English Literature and Language, Mathematics, Science, 

Physical Education, RE and PSHE) 
 History or Geography 
 3 x Additional Subjects 
*French or Spanish can be selected as an option on the ABacc pathway.  
 
Guided Choices 
Guided choices provides students with the opportunity to explore core subjects, 
options subjects and a programme of enterprise and financial capability to 
benefit their wider development and future career pathways.  
The subjects that are offered are: 
 Core subjects (English Literature and Language, Mathematics, Science, 

Physical Education, RE and PSHE) 
 2 x Additional Subjects 
 Digital Enterprise 
 Personal Finance  
 
Regardless of the pathway selected, you will have noticed that the core subjects 
are essential, this means that your child will have to attend these lessons. The 
examined core subjects are: English Language and Literature, Mathematics and 
Science. The non-examined core subjects are: Physical Education (there is also a 
Sport BTEC option for this subject) and Religious Education (there is also a GCSE 
option for this subject). 
 
Additional Subjects 
There are a range of additional subjects that your son or daughter can select: 
 Art and Design – Fine Art  Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 Business Studies  Health and Social Care 

 Child Development  ICT 

 Design Technology  Media Studies 

 Dance  Religious Studies  

 Drama  Sport 

 
The above outline should have provided you with a good starting point. I would 
urge you to read the options booklet carefully and to follow the Stage 1-5 steps 
to support your child in making their final decisions for the pathway that they 
feel is suitable. 
 
Key dates for the calendar are: 

 Options form completion deadline - Friday 22nd April.  

 Options confirmed – Term 6 
 
I hope that you and your child are able to make an informed decision on their 
future. If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with 
ncameron@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk   
 
 
Best wishes 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on…Young Entrepreneurs 
 

The Abbey School’s Business Department is on a mission and that mission is to 
cultivate the spirit of entrepreneurship in our students. We are focussed on 
inspiring the next generation of successful entrepreneurs to develop and hone 
their skills so they can aspire to be the next Sir Richard Branson, Anita Roddick, 
Mark Zuckerberg - to name a few - or maybe they will be their own breed of super 
entrepreneurs that change the face of the world? 
 

We are proud that we have already grown (and are in the process of growing) 
some super talent at the Abbey School. I present to you some of our shining stars 
- keep your eye on them as they are the future of big business… 
 

Bradley Barnes, in Year 10, is the founder of Snack’N’Pack stationery and healthy 

tuck shop. Snack’N’Pack is a collective of friends that want to bring back that 

nostalgic tradition of the ‘tuck shop’. His company recently made £35 pounds of 

revenue in one week! Bradley first started his business in the middle of the 

pandemic and since then the business grows 

stronger with every day expanding its offer. His 

business has had a great impact on the 

community as students can obtain a variety of 

good quality and reasonably priced stationery 

and healthy snacks. He also inspired other 

students to start their business and to work for 

him. As if setting up this business wasn’t 

enough, Bradley plans to share a percentage of 

the profit with the mental health charity of his 

choice – how altruistic! 

Mischa Bellwood and Grace Emery, in Year 10, are cofounders of a hand-made 

jewellery business. Mischa says: ‘The concept that I have come up with is based 

on selling hand-made wired rings using rose gold, silver, black, green and brown 

wire and using gemstones, crystals or beads as a decoration on the ring. Each ring 

is hand crafted and unique. I have already made some sales and intend to grow 

my business further.’ Mischa and Grace’s business inspires other girls to pursue 

careers in business and to be creative. Well done girls – make sure you send 

around a link so that we can all buy something! 

Brooke Madden, in Year 9, is making healthy baked goods. Yum! Brooke says: “I 

have been selling for around a month to my local community and have made 

£110. I am aiming to gain a food hygiene and safety certificate in order to expand 

my customer base and my business further. These steps will allow me to sell 

through social media. I make a wide variety of treats with many different flavours. 

I am open to try new flavours and make new things. I sell through social media 

but only to people I know, friends and family.” Keep your eye out for Brooke’s 

bakes – hey that’s got a ring to it! 

Edward Brooker, Year 9, has set up his own business 

through the internet. He breeds different kinds of stock 

insects, beetles, snails and fish then he sells them online. 

Edward is always looking into other species that he can 

sell. With 32 sales and an income of £275 within just a 

couple of months, Edward really is on the way to success. 

He receives outstanding reviews and is receiving sales 

every week. Well done Edward – we’re so proud! 

 

 
Last but not least, Yasmin Miles, in Year 9, has a brilliant online business called 
Innoscents, operating on both Instagram and Facebook (inno_scent_candles). 
She makes bespoke hand-made wax melts of highest quality. They all come in 
different smells, e.g. Chocolate Orange, Salted Grapefruit and Fresh 
Unstoppables. She created her own brand and her USP is professional customer 
service and quality of ingredients. Watch out Lush and Body Shop, Yasmin is 
coming for you! 
The sense of pride that we feel observing our students have these successes and 

building these businesses is wonderful. They are showing us their entrepreneurial 

prowess and we will not be getting in their way! 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Y11 Food Technology Practical Exam Tuesday 29th March 
Y11 Dance GCSE Assessment  Wednesday 30th March 
Y11 Food Technology Practical Exam Thursday 31st March 
End of Term    Friday 1st April 
Easter Holidays   4th – 18th April 
Return to school Term 5  Tuesday 19th April 
Year 9 Booster Vaccinations  Thursday 21st April/Friday 22nd  
Business Studies A Level Revision Workshop Monday 25th April 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 27th April 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
D of E Bronze Award Expedition  Saturday 7th May – Sunday 8th May 
Start of exam season   11th May 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
School Jubilee Celebration Day  Friday 27th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June 
London Theatre Trip to ‘Wicked’  Thursday 30th June 
Dance Showcase at The Anselm Studio Wednesday 6th July  
 

Continuing the great work in Science 
Some of our Year 7 students were tasked with a creative research project as 

homework on the back of British Science Week. There were many excellent 

productions and a great deal of effort was clearly displayed by our young 

scientists. We have selected the three top pieces of work: 

 Heidi Rowden-Simpole created an accurate fact-sheet about the planets in 

the solar system and accompanied it with a model of a rocket complete 

with boosters! 

 Katherine Penny swapped breadth for depth and should be proud of the 

details she displayed about the planet Neptune.  
 Summer Wardale took the opportunity to research in detail a more extra-

curricular applied science: Archaeology. We were also impressed with her 

decision to emulate a magazine cover in her layout. 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 21st March 2022. They are: 

 Jake 

Foster 

Y8 7 

37 House Points 

 

Archie  

Boswell 

Y8 

37 House Points 

 

Daniel Freeman Y8 

48 House Points 

Mitchell Peters Y8 

48 House Points 

 

Olivia 

lrving 

Y7 

41 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 28/03/2022 

The Snack ‘n Pack team 

selling their wares  


