
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is a delight to welcome you all back to the 

summer term. There is lots planned for the 

forthcoming few weeks to make the most of 

the weather and the increased freedoms 

that we all now have. 

Recently in newsletters, I have talked heavily 

about the importance we place on personal 

development, enrichment and wellbeing. 

These aspects are, in many ways, those 

which I enjoy most about school life. Seeing 

our students develop into confident, articulate and well-rounded young adults 

provides a huge sense of achievement for our whole school community. Despite 

this, there is no getting around the fact that a major part of school life is the 

achievement of qualifications which will provide students with access to college, 

university or employment in later life. It is therefore with a great deal of 

satisfaction that I am able to report to you on the progress of our students. 

This summer we are forecasting around half of our Year 11 cohort to finish the 

year with at least five grades at 9 to 4 including English and Mathematics. This is 

a huge improvement from 2017, the year of our last ‘Good’ Ofsted inspection 

during which less than a third of students achieved that measure. Frankly, it’s still 

nowhere near where I would like it but I think that it demonstrates major progress 

towards where we need to be. It is also impressive when you consider the huge 

Covid disruption that our students have faced and the attendance challenges in 

schools nationally. In short, it shows that we are on the right path! We are also 

predicting that around two thirds of all GCSE qualifications this summer will be 

awarded at a grade 4 or above compared to less than half five years ago. This is 

evidence of firm progress and I will update parents when the actual grades are 

awarded in August.  

Frustratingly, because our Year 11 students sat GCSE English Literature a year 

early (in 2020), their results will be excluded from official government statistics 

when they are published later this year. Students at our school have always, in 

recent memory, sat one English qualification in Year 10 and the other in Year 11 

to maximise students’ opportunity of doing their best. We made the decision 

during the pandemic to stick to this pattern; not least because it is what was best 

for the students and would have been unfair to change the curriculum at that 

time. It would have been nonsensical not to allow students to sit a qualification 

they were ready for, and having studied for over two years. The impact of doing 

‘the right thing’ for our young people will be that the school’s results will be 

artificially depressed on school comparison sites for the next year. We have, 

however, made a change in the curriculum going forward so from summer 2023 

this inconsistency in the data will disappear. The table below provides some 

means of comparison of our school’s forecast outcomes this year against the last 

three years during within a normal exam period took place.  I am sure that you 

will agree they show that qualification outcomes are incrementally improving in 

our school community.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Y11 Grade 4+  2022 
Predicted  

2019  
Actual  

2018  
Actual  

2017  
Actual  

  %  %  %  %  

Art  48  26  25  25  

Dance  81  44  17    

Drama  65  56  64    

English Language  70  62  48  53  

English Literature* 62  61  49  54  

French  80  35  89  24  

Geography  48  33  26  32  

History  56  42  31  28  

Maths  57  55  48  42  

Spanish  56  45  50  45  

Business  56  82    92  

Child Development  53        

Health and Social Care  67  70  100  97  

ICT  86        

Media  94  93      

Science  49  38  36  44  

Sport  93  93  97  89  

Food Tech  52    33  21  

Average 9-4 Pass Rate  65  56  51  50  

 

Our expectations for sixth form outcomes this summer also show considerable 

improvement from the years prior to Covid. Data from our teaching staff suggests 

that around 62% of all grades awarded in the sixth form will be grade C or above 

this summer compared to an average of just 43% over the three years between 

2017 and 2019. During the last five years our sixth form curriculum has noticeably 

become more rigorous and challenging, with far more students opting to take 

academic A-Levels. In fact, the majority of students are now taking academic 

courses, and a record number of students have made applications to university 

this year. 

School improvement should never be reduced to numbers on a score board or 

qualification pass rates but these do provide a useful indication. It is clear that our 

students continue to be on target to achieve better than ever grades. 

Nevertheless, we must remain pragmatic about the distance that we still need to 

travel to catch up with the very best schools. Of note, there are still around three 

quarters of our students that are leaving Year 11 every year without at least five 

grade 5s including English and Maths. Whilst this is no different to most other 

non-selective schools in East Kent, it is not something that any headteacher 

should be proud of, and I expect to increase this gradually to over 50% over the 

next five years. Central to achieving this goal will be increasing attendance back 

to pre-Covid levels and further raising standards in school culture and teaching & 

learning. 

Best wishes 

Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on…School Governors 
 

The role of a School Governor is key in securing the quality education we seek for 

our children and young people. Their support to our school, their interest in and 

commitment to our pupils’ future is both welcomed and greatly appreciated. We 

are absolutely committed to ensuring that we sustain an effective partnership 

with governors at The Abbey School. 

Governors bring a range of experience, expertise, knowledge and skills from a 

range of backgrounds, careers and interests. These are highly valued by the 

Headteacher and the staff of the Academy.  We are always looking to increase 

and enhance our board of trustees so would like to ask our parents and carers, 

and other members of the community, to consider standing for nomination as a 

governor. 

There are many benefits to being a school governor and you will have the 

opportunity to: 

 Develop new skills and to strengthen existing ones. Training is offered to all 

governors in Kent 

 Work with a wide range of people from a variety of social, cultural and 

religious backgrounds 

 Gain an idea of how schools are run and how the education system works 

 Enjoy the personal satisfaction and sense of achievement or working to 

improve the school 

 Enjoy using your skills to the good of the local community 

Great governance is increasingly recognised as a key element in an outstanding 

education system. The revised Ofsted inspection framework has placed a greater 

focus on the effectiveness of governance in driving school improvement. 

During an inspection, Ofsted will look at how well governors support and 

strengthen school leadership, ensure clarity of vision and strategic direction and 

contribute to a school’s self-evaluation. It is more important than ever to 

demonstrate that the governing body is well trained and well placed to meet 

these demands.   

A school governing body has a strategic role in the development of the school but 

does not become involved in day-to-day leadership and management issues – 

that is the role of the Headteacher.  A governor is there to: 

Provide a strategic view – help to set and maintain the broad framework within 

which the Headteacher and the staff should operate 

Act as a critical friend – provide the Headteacher with support and offer advice 

and information, but also to provide some challenge. The governors are there to 

monitor and evaluate the school’s effectiveness and should therefore be 

prepared to ask some challenging questions 

To ensure accountability – the Headteacher and staff report to the governing 

body on the school’s performance. In turn, the governing body is accountable to 

all stakeholders on the school’s overall performance. 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, or you would like further 

information, please do contact the school via the Headteacher’s PA: 

cnewton@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk 

  

Upcoming Key Dates 
Business Studies A Level Revision Workshop Monday 25th April 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 27th April 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
Woodland Trust Tree Planting  Friday 29th April  
Bank Holiday   Monday 2nd May 
Year 7 Peer Mentor Training  Tuesday 3rd May 
Year 7 Peer Mentor Training  Friday 6th May 
Year 9 Geography Field Trip  Friday 6th May 
D of E Bronze Award Expedition  Saturday 7th – Sunday 8th May 
Start of exam season   11th May 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
School Jubilee Celebration Day  Friday 27th May 
Half-Term    w/c 30th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June 
D of E Bronze Award Expedition  Saturday 11th – Sunday 12th June 
Swimming Gala   Friday 17th June 
Final GCSE exam   Thursday 23rd June 
Year 8 Internal Exams   Monday 27th June w/c 
Marketing & Finance Event Y9,10,12 Tuesday 28th June 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 29th June 
London Theatre Trip to ‘Wicked’  Thursday 30th June 
RSE Day    Thursday 30th June 
Sixth Form Prom   Friday 1st July 
Year 7 & 8 Rewards Trip to Dover Castle Tuesday 5th July 
Year 7 School/Work Link Workshop Day Tuesday 5th, Wednesday 6th July 
Dance Showcase at The Anselm Studio Wednesday 6th July 
Year 10 & 12 Work Experience Week Monday 11th July w/c  
Sports Day    Friday 15th July  
 

More Fantastic Sporting Success 
Talented Year 8 student, Noah, recently participated in the Tonbridge Open, 

representing Swale AC juniors.  He performed magnificently, setting an under-15 

boys’ 150m club record, running 21.45sec to win his heat. 

He also set a PB in the long jump with 4.35, before improving to 4.37 in the third 

round.  He then went on to clear four personal bests in the high jump improving 

by 15cm and equalling the under-15 boys’ club record with a 1.50m clearance! 

Many congratulations to Noah from all at The Abbey. 

We’d like to thank the Sittingbourne KM for this fabulous shot of Noah in high 

jump action. 

 

 

          

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Tues, Wed, Fri 
 

3.20 
 

3.25 
 

3.10 
 

3.15 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.20 
 

2.25 
 

2.10 
 

2.15 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 19th April 2022. They are: 

 Zach 

Burford 

Y7 

19 House Points 

 

Raphaela  

Veloso Marins 

Y8 

17 House Points 

 

Dylan 

Blades  

Y7 

13 House Points 

 

Charlie 

Russell 

Y7 

17 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 25/04/2022 
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