
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 We are now into the January examination 

period, which affects many of our older 

students. BTEC exams are scheduled 

throughout the next few days along with 

important mock assessments for those 

taking exams this summer. The mock Y11 

exam schedule for the week commencing 

24th January can be found here.  

Please can I highlight to parents that the 

exam boards will release advance 

information on the content of some GCSEs and A Level exams by 7th February. 

The current expectation is that there will be an exam season at the normal time 

this summer but that students will be given increased guidance and information 

around what topics or themes are likely to be covered in their tests. What this 

additional guidance will look like is still a topic of debate so we await 

clarification from the exam boards for each of the courses that we offer.   

 Curriculum Update  

We understand that all parents will want to know as much as possible about 

what their children are learning in each subject. For this reason, we publish all 

this information in an easily accessible form for you. Under the School Life | 

Curriculum menu on the school website you will be able find out what subjects 

students study in each year group in addition to how we support personal 

development. For those parents that want detail on what is being taught term-

by-term in each subject they also will find the ‘Schemes of Learning’ and 

‘Knowledge Organisers’ on this part of the school website.  

Schemes of Learning are documents produced within each subject area of our 

school to map out how learning is scheduled and sequenced across the year. 

Within school, our teachers use these documents to ensure that they are 

teaching all of the necessary content, in the right order and with the right level 

of depth. However, we make these documents publically available to the whole 

community to provide complete transparency. This means that parents can find 

out more information about the topics that their son or daughter has been 

learning about, the key terms that they should have mastered, and the concepts 

that they should be confident with.   

Knowledge Organisers are given to students for each term. They are booklets 

containing a summary of all of the key terms, definitions and diagrams needed 

for each subject. Our students have these documents on their desks in their 

lessons and they are used to support homework and revision. One of the ways 

that parents can help their son or daughter is to talk to them regularly about 

what they are learning in school. This could include assisting them to revise 

important concepts or ideas using the knowledge organiser as guidance.  

Our Response to Covid  

There has been lots of speculation nationally over the last week about how 

schools would cope with the return following the Christmas period. We are now 

back to our normal timetable.  Admittedly, we are noticing higher student 

absence levels than normal and increased cases of Covid in the community. 

However, our staffing levels at this time have held up well and we have not 

found the need to collapse any class groups or make any major timetable 

changes at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is important that we re-emphasise the value in all members of our school 

community (staff, students and others) completing three Lateral Flow Tests per 

week now. In doing so we are quickly able to identify cases when they occur and 

are able to prevent the virus from spreading within the school. If we all continue 

to work together in this way, and follow our other mitigation approaches, we 

are doing everything reasonably possible to protect the health and safety of our 

community. I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone what those 

other mitigation approaches include. We are wearing face masks in classrooms 

and communal areas, regularly sanitising our hands and we are keeping all 

window and doors open in every classroom to encourage good air circulation.   

 A Big Thank You!  

I would like to acknowledge the hard work of a number of staff that supported 

students in their return to school last week. The Lateral Flow Testing was 

extremely well organised by Mrs Lucas and Mrs Spring. There are too many staff 

to recognise by name in this newsletter but I am particularly thankful to the 

dedication of colleagues that have led the testing in our school gym throughout 

the last few days. These include Mrs Walpole and Mrs Hill. 

Changes to Heads of Year  

In the last few weeks there have been some changes to Heads of Year that 

parents should be aware of. Mrs Carney’s role as Head of Year 7 is temporarily 

being covered by Mrs Cooper who also leads all of the Heads of Year. Year 9 

now have Mr Dannell as Head of Year and Year 10 now have Mr Crittenden as 

the Head of Year. The contact details for all of the Heads of Year are as below:  

Year 7 - Mrs Cooper  ncooper@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Year 8 – Mr Cameron ncameron@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Year 9 - Mr Dannell sdannell@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Year 10 - Mr Crittenden bcrittenden@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Year 11 – Mr Youard byouard@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  

Latest News from Dover Athletic Academy 

Another two of our Academy players have 

signed for the first team and been given 

squad numbers. Huge congratulations to 

George Wilkinson and Luke Baptiste  

Also in the last two years, our Academy 

players have ranked in the top 6 of the 

youngest players to play in The National 

League.  

Kind regards 
 
 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on… Peer Mentoring 
There are so many excellent things going on in our school that don’t always get 
enough of a mention, so we are thrilled to be able to give you some information 
from Mr Easter (Peer Mentor Lead) about our fantastic Peer Mentors. 
What is Peer Mentoring?  
Peer mentoring is a one-to-one non-judgemental relationship where an 

individual (Mentor) voluntarily gives time to support and encourage another 

(Mentee). At our school, the Peer Mentors provide advice and guidance to their 

mentees and they allow them the opportunity to discuss any concerns that they 

have in or out of school. The support is given weekly by mentors and they 

address their mentee’s worries in a safe environment.  

What impact can mentoring have?  

Peer mentoring can: improve self-

esteem, confidence, communication 

skills, problem solving, pupil attendance, 

grades/academic achievement and much 

more. We have also noticed a reduction 

in behaviour incidents for the students 

receiving support. 

How are the Peer Mentors selected and trained? 

All of our Peer Mentors are carefully selected through an application process 

and are fully trained for the role with ‘Swale Youth Trust and Vibe Community 

Charity’. Our Mentors consist of ten students in Year 8: Max Ireland, Joshua 

Brown, Liberty Stebbeds, Macey Powell, Sorya Quin, Alex Reed, Faith Young, 

Georgi Dimov, Keaton Young and Lydia Martin. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Thanks Peer Mentors for ‘being the best that you can be’! 

We are also extremely proud of our Year 9 students Oliver, Megan, Kelsie, and 

Alfie who have all been elected as either 'Members' or 'Deputy Members' of the 

Kent Youth County Council. The students have already begun their work, having 

met in December via Teams. The students will work with other young people 

within Swale and across Kent, to implement projects and strategies to improve 

key topics such as Climate Change, keeping young people safe, and mental 

health. Well done - we are really excited to see what you will achieve.  

 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Presentation to parents on Exams 2022 Monday 17th January 
Year 13 Health & Social Care exam Monday 17th January 
Year 12/13 Finance exam          Monday 17th January 
Year 12 Science exam   Tuesday 18th January 
Year 13 Business exam  Tuesday 18th January 
Year 11 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 19th January 
Year 12 Child Development exam Friday 21st January 
Year 11 Mock exam week  24th – 28th January 
Covid vaccinations – Dose 2  Monday 24th January 
 

All Change in the Sixth Form 
I am delighted to be able to tell you that there have been some welcome 
developments this academic year regarding facilities for sixth form 
students.  Firstly, there was an upgrade of the furniture in the sixth form 
common room; secondly, a dedicated sixth form study area has been built in 
place of the redundant ex-vocational kitchen area; thirdly, there has been a 
patio decking area with seating installed adjacent to the new study area, which 
will get used when the weather warms up.  Fourthly, sixth form students are 
utilising the fantastic new library facilities we are enjoying.  And last but not 
least, we have a brand new Director of Sixth Form - Miss Lockwood who 
replaces Ms Jones. 

Mr P Stucken (Assistant Headteacher) 
 

As the new Director of 6th form, I am excited to be joining the team and to be 
working with yourselves and your sons/daughters. I am thankful for the 
opportunity and support that Ms Jones provided to me in the lead up to 
Christmas and hope that I can prove to be as successful as she was.  Term 3 is 
going to be a busy one; with the UCAS deadline fast approaching, on 
26th January, it is important that all students, where necessary, are preparing for 
this. In addition to this, term 3 brings a number of external exams, along with 
the mock exam week later this term. Students should be dedicating time to 
revision and preparation to make sure that they are fully committed to their 
studies.   

Miss Lockwood (Director of Sixth Form) 

Summer Exams 2022 
If your child is in Year 11 or 13/14 then they are fast approaching their GCSE or 
GCE examinations, and we are sure that you have a range of questions about 
what this year’s examination series will look like. You are right to feel confused, 
nervous or apprehensive as there has been significant disruption - over the last 
two academic years - to the way that students have been assessed both at GCSE 
and GCE level.   
We are inviting you to join us for an online broadcast on Monday 17th January at 
5pm. You will be given the most up-to-date information from the Department 
for Education about examinations, and we hope that this will go some way to 
quell any of your concerns and should provide you with some clarity at this 
challenging time.  At present, it has been confirmed that students who are 
entered for GCSEs or A Levels in 2022 should expect to take exams in the 
summer and complete any non-exam assessments in the usual way throughout 
the year. TAGs (Teacher Assessed Grades) were used in the summer 2021 
season; the government has made plans for TAGs if examinations are not 
possible. 
How do I join in?   
Please keep an eye on your emails and/or Bromcom as the link will be sent out 
on Friday 14th January. This will allow you access to the online broadcast on 
Monday 17th January at 5pm. There will be an opportunity for you to email us 
any questions that you have and we will publish FAQs on our website along with 
the presentation for future review.  We hope that you can join us.  

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed 
 

3.15 
 

3.10 
 

3.30 
 

3.25 
 

3.20 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.15 
 

2.10 
 

2.30 
 

2.25 
 

2.20 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 10th January 2022. They are: 

 
Frederick 

Fayemi 

Y9   

27 House Points 

 

Jacob 

Scamp 

Y8 

26 House Points 

 

Ben 

Pittman 

Y11 

42 House Points 

 

Isabelle 

Hosking 

Y8 

24 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 17/01/2022 

Here’s what a few of our fab Peer Mentors have to say about their role…  

 “You get to help younger students who may have experienced the same 

worries that we once had in Year 7. We can also help them to understand 

that school is a nice place to be and we’re here to help”. Liberty 

“I think it gives students a possibility to achieve a lot more in school with 

the support they get from Peer Mentors. It makes them feel more 

positive about being in school”. Lydia 

“You know that you are helping students feel better about school and 

any worries they may have” Alex 

 


