
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The last week has seen the exams system in 

the school spring into full gear. Many sixth 

formers have taken their assessments in 

the last few days and we wish them the 

best of luck in their BTECs. This coming 

week our Year 11 begin the process of their 

mock examinations. Mrs Spring held a 

webinar for parents of students in Year 11 

on the 17th January, which outlined the DfE 

and Ofqual adaptations for exams this 

summer. The presentation also explained 

the processes around this year’s summer examinations and how the 

qualification boards would be taking Covid into consideration. If you were 

unable to attend that presentation but still wish to view it, it has been recorded 

and posted on the school website but can also be accessed via this link, click 

here.  

In the recording, we have outlined what the arrangements for the summer 

season currently are and what we are working towards in case of contingency 

planning.  If you wish to raise any questions as to the exams season this 

summer, please email us at exams2022@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk.    

Since Monday 17th of January the national rules around self-isolation have been 

changed again. This now means that individuals need only isolate for five days 

so long as they have a negative lateral flow test on both the fifth and sixth day. 

This is hopefully is a signal that pressures around Covid are starting to ease. I 

know that we are all desperate for a return to some normality in our daily lives 

given the disruption caused over the last couple of years.  

Each morning I always do my best to be there as the students arrive at school, 

and say goodbye to them as they leave. It’s a great opportunity to get to know 

them and all of the things that are going on in their lives. Over the last couple of 

weeks I have been struck by the number of students that told me they, or their 

families, had to isolate for a large period of the Christmas holiday. It has clearly 

been a frustrating time for so many of our community! On the flip-side it has 

been heart-warming to see the large number of students keen to show me their 

Golden Tickets or what they have made in Food Technology. The pride that our 

students have in their work is really great.  

Over the course of the next few weeks we will be reviewing the provision of 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) across our school. This is part of our normal 

pattern of monitoring and evaluation and will involve looking at the provision 

within both our Specialist Resourced Provision and for students in mainstream 

classrooms. It is important to me that we support students as best we can, 

whilst taking into account their often diverse and differing needs. We are always 

looking to improve what we do and will listen to any constructive feedback that 

parents wish to provide – both positive and negative. If you have opinions that 

you wish to share please do so at info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk with the 

subject “SEN Review”.  

Attendance at our school has, on average, almost exactly matched the 

nationally published rates for secondary schools over recent weeks. This is 

positive but there are still significant numbers of students away from school, 

often for non-Covid related reasons. It is completely understandable that there 

will be some anxiety about going to school given the national situation. 

However, please can I ask for parents’ support in getting children in where 

reasonable to do so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you want support in getting your child to reduce their absence, then contact 
the attendance office and we can discuss what we can offer in this regard.  
One of the areas that we have improved significantly on across the last few 

years, is appropriate use of electronic devices. Back in 2014 when I joined the 

school our pastoral staff would spend huge amounts of time dealing with issues 

linked to abuse of social media. This was at a time when smart phone use 

amongst our children had risen exponentially.  

Today, like many schools, we do not permit mobile phone use on the main part 

of the school site. Instead, if a student wishes to phone home they can go to 

reception, or make a call at the end of the day once they are past the zebra 

crossing. Please can I thank parents for their support with this. It has made a 

huge difference to the concentration and focus of our students. I would ask that 

parents support us further by remaining vigilant around the use of mobile 

devices out of school. Clearly the focus needs to be on developing responsible 

use over time, but also our young people need to be regularly reminded of the 

risks associated with being online. We posted some useful resources for parents 

on our Facebook site in December that may help in these discussions at home.   

This year we are seeking to grow the governing body for the school and would 

benefit from increased parental representation. If you are interested in 

volunteering then please contact cnewton@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk to find 

out more about the commitment level, what is involved and what would be 

required prior to the end of January. The board are particularly looking for 

individuals with experience of working in education, finance or law to add to 

their pre-existing skillset.  

At the senior staff level we have been discussing the curriculum for next 

academic year. The idea of making available triple science GCSE to the most 

able, alongside a thorough academic offer in other subjects, is an attractive one 

for many of our students. Alongside this, we will continue to offer a range of 

vocational and practical subject based learning, supported by the excellent 

resource we now have in our new Arts and Technology Block.   

The school office have asked me to remind parents that the NHS continue to 

visit the school, dependent on their availability, and vaccinate those that have 

asked for this. They are working their way gradually through the list of students. 

However, not everyone will get seen at the same time and we are doing our 

best to avoid too much curriculum disruption for our students.   

Of course, as soon as it is safe to do so we will be re-opening the school to 

parental tours and visits. Ideally, by the summer term – if not sooner - we will be 

able to show lots of you around and have some coffee mornings. Our students 

are particularly keen to show-off some of the recent work that they have 

produced and will respond well to seeing parents and carers being shown 

around.  

Finally, can I stress the importance of children bringing a coat to school during 

the cold weather. Like all schools, we have many of our windows in classrooms 

open during the pandemic and are encouraging students to wear coats in those 

classrooms that are particularly affected. Keeping warm is particularly important 

so please remind children before they leave home to bring their coats.  

Have a lovely week.  

Kind regards 
 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on…Academic Mentors  

What is an Academic Mentor?  

We are fortunate to be able to employ six Academic Mentors (Miss Braine, Mr 

Gilbert, Mr Kenning, Miss Jones, Miss Palmer and Miss Nunn) whose focus is to 

work closely with their mentees to improve their learning and progress in 

school. The support is centred around the grades achieved in English and Maths, 

and the mentor - with the support of the mentee - will set targets with a clear 

stretch and challenge. Why settle for a Grade 5 when with a little more help, 

encouragement and advice you can achieve a Grade 6? It’s important to support 

our students to take those small steps in their learning as - from our experience 

- they always lead to a greater impact over time.   
  

How are the students selected?  

There are a range of factors that help us select students that would benefit from 

an Academic Mentor. For example, we often select students that: academically 

achieve well but could be doing even better,  have a discrepancy between their 

English and Maths grades or vice versa, have good attendance (over 90%) and 

are not receiving additional support anywhere else in school.  
  

What are the sessions like?  
The mentoring sessions are mostly mentee-led -- they aren’t left to their own 

devices to draw up their own plan -- but they do build their own strategies to 

overcome their personal learning hurdles. The mentor also nurtures 

independence in their mentee by asking a lot of open-ended questions - it is 

great to hear them verbalising what they need to do to ‘be the best that they 

can be’! Finally, it is a chance to iron-out any worries or concerns they have in 

school - especially with their learning.  

The mentees typically have:  

 15 - 25 minute formal sessions twice a term (as a minimum)   

 5 minute check in ‘touchstone’ conversations twice a term (starting 
with the Mentor but we hope to progress to involving our Sixth Form 
and Football Academy Mentors as time goes on)  

 Parent contact through email, letter or phone call every term where 
their updated plan is shared    

 30 minute parent and student meetings twice a year     
 

What do our Academic Mentors have to say…  
“I really enjoy being able to support the academic outcomes of my mentees. I 
meet with them and have a chat about what is going well (and not so well!), ask 
about any feelings and concerns mentees might have and liaise with their 
subject teacher. I also like touching base with their parents who feel that it is a 
very useful process that has helped them to feel more connected to their child’s 
education.  
…Now, back to my meetings, it is time to discuss the upcoming mock exam 
series and what they are going to do next year”  

Mr Gilbert, Year 11 Academic Mentor  
  

“The role of the academic mentor is simple and effective. It gives me a chance to 

build relationships with my mentees that I don’t usually teach and it supports 

them to be better versions of themselves. In Sixth Form, our focus is helping 

students towards their end career goals through skill building sessions and I 

really enjoy all aspects of this” 

 Miss Braine, Sixth Form Academic Mentor  

 

"It is fantastic to watch students begin to develop the confidence and resilience 

they need to be the best they can be. Not only do we tackle the barriers that 

they face in their learning, but we begin to have exciting conversations about 

next steps and how they can use their studies to shape their future." 

 Mr Kenning, Year 10 Academic Mentor 
 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Year 11 Mock exam week  24th – 28th January 
*STAGGERED DISMISSAL FOR YEAR 11s – please note, due to the mock exam 
week, year 11 students will be leaving at the end of Period 4 on each day, i.e. 
2.30pm and after their final exam on Thursday at approximate 2.20pm. 
Covid vaccinations – Dose 2  Monday 24th January 
Year 13 ICT exam   Monday 24th January 
Year 12 PSHE Day (in Core Learning) Friday 28th January 
Year 8 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 9th February 
Y11 H & S Care external exam   Wednesday 9th February 
Y11 ICT external exam  Thursday 10th February 
Year 10 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 9th March 
Year 12/13 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 23rd March 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June  
 

Severe Weather & School Closure  

In the event of extreme circumstances, such as adverse weather conditions, it is 
possible that the school may have to close for the day. In this case a decision will 
be taken early in the morning. However, if conditions seriously deteriorate 
during the course of the day, a decision may be taken to close school early to 
ensure that students and staff get home safely. The decision about closure will 
be made by the Headteacher. 
 

When deciding whether to close the school the following are taken into 
consideration:-  

 Whether the school facilities are safe for students and staff.  

 Whether sufficient staff will be able to get to school to supervise 
students safely.  

 The probability of conditions worsening so making journeys home 
very difficult.  

 If we do need to close the school, there are three methods by which we 
will make an announcement:  
 

1. The first of these is by sending parents a message via Bromcom.  
2. We will also make an announcement on the school website 

www.abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk.The announcement will be clearly 
visible on the home page and news feed. The decision about closure 
is usually made on a day-to-day basis by 7am.  

3. You are also advised to access www.kentclosure.co.uk and/or listen 
to the local radio stations listed, who at regular intervals give details 
of school closures. KMFM, BBC Radio Kent or Heart FM  
 
Students will be expected to take part in their lessons online from 

home. More information will be provided at the time of closure.   

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 

 

3.15 
 

3.30 
 

3.25 
 

3.20 
 

2.30* 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.15 
 

2.30 
 

2.25 
 

2.20 
 

2.20* 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 17th January 2022. They are: 

 Cisco 

Edwards 

Y9   

20 House Points 

 

Leo 

Aiken 

Y9 

26 House Points 

 

Jed Stevens-Burt Y7 

24 House Points 

Jasmine Matthews Y10 

24 House Points 

 

Olivia 

Irving 

Y7 

22 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 24/01/2022 
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