
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please can I thank everyone for their help 

around the Year 11 mock exams that have 

been taking place over the last few days. 

Attendance of the year group has generally 

been excellent, and I am thankful for all of 

the mums and dads that have been working 

with the school to prepare children for the 

upcoming summer exam season. It can’t be 

easy for students given the disruption to 

schooling over the last two years.  

Please may I also take the opportunity to tell the parent community about some 

of the work that we do to support literacy at our school, and ask for your help 

and support so that we can work together for the children. The role of literacy 

across The Abbey is far more wide-reaching than you might imagine and parents 

can have a huge role in consolidating the work we do in school at home. Literacy 

is at the heart of our students being able to access the curriculum and present 

their thoughts and ideas as confident members of our school community.   

DEAR  

All of our students carry around a fiction book with them in their school bags 

and we have DEAR time built into every school-day. DEAR stands for ‘Drop 

Everything And Read’ and simply means that our children have a set time every 

morning when they are expected to quietly read a book that interests them. You 

can help us by making sure that there are books available at home to read and 

promoting this wherever possible.  

Our New Library  

We have a brand new school library at the rear of the school canteen. All of our 

students have the ability to borrow books from there for their DEAR time but 

also to take home for personal use. One way in which parents can support 

children’s reading is to encourage them to read at home regularly away from 

distractions such as digital devices. I fully appreciate that this is not always easy, 

but the key thing is to develop a regular routine and take an interest in what 

they are reading. We find that our students with the highest reading ability for 

their ages typically read at home regularly and often combine this with reading 

aloud to their parents or other adults.   

Improving Students’ Reading Ages  

When students join our school in Year 7 one of the first things that we do is an 

assessment of reading ability. On average, students joining us at the start of 

their education have a reading age of 10 so you will appreciate that it is not 

uncommon for children to be a year behind where they might otherwise be 

expected to be on entry. The reading age assessment acts as a baseline level 

that we can track students against as they progress throughout the school. 

Importantly, those children that are below their expected reading ages are 

supported through the Accelerated Reader programme that we run across the 

first two years of secondary school. We also have a team of ‘volunteer readers’ 

that regularly visit the school. These are members of the wider community that 

come in on a regular basis and help our children with their reading skills. Should 

you or someone that you know want to become a ‘volunteer reader’ then 

please contact cnewton@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk.  

Habits to Promote Literacy  

One of the tools that we use to promote self-organisation and literacy is the 

‘student planner’. Your son or daughter should have a planner in their bag with 

them every single day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is there so that our students can record key events coming up, which usually 

includes homework handing-in dates, days when assessments are taking place 

and those times when additional equipment needs to be brought into school. 

This might, for example, include ingredients for food technology lessons or days 

when PE equipment is required to participate in sports. One of the ways that 

parents can support their children is by checking the planner weekly and signing 

it once they are satisfied that it has been filled in properly. We would appreciate 

it if you can regularly try to have conversations with your son or daughter about 

what homework they have completed that week, along with if they have 

received any rewards or sanctions (this is published on the MCAS app). If ever 

you have any concerns or worries please contact the head of year.   

We are passionate about literacy not for just for its own sake, but because it is 

the key to opening up a range of opportunities to our students as they enter 

adulthood. Interestingly around one in eight adults in England have ‘very poor 

literacy skills’, and there is a strong link between reading ability and income. We 

want more Abbey students accessing the best universities, colleges and training 

opportunities and we see literacy as an important driver in this.  

Within school we have a ‘Word of the Week’ which is shared with all of the form 

groups. There are a number of other initiatives that we also use including a 

Literacy Knowledge Organiser for students and regularly published ‘Grammar 

Guru’ update. Each of these approaches is designed to keep literacy first and 

foremost in the minds of everyone in our school community. Building subject 

related vocabulary is perhaps the single most important element of this drive. 

We aim for our students to be confident in subject specific terminology and 

deliberately build in opportunities into our lessons for this to be practised and 

celebrated.   

Links with Oracy  

There is a great deal of effort on the part of teaching staff to promote 

confidence in speaking skills in the classroom and across the school site. In 

classrooms we want our children to be speaking up, using a clear loud voice and 

using confident body language. We teach this, by modelling the correct to the 

students and asking them to repeat until they get it right. We might ask a 

student to repeat their answer more loudly so that everyone in the classroom 

can hear or repeat using the correct use of language or terminology. The 

purpose of this attention to detail right from Year 7 means that all Abbey 

students are empowered to access the learning and feel included.   

In the next few weeks I hope to be able to update parents on some of the other 

initiatives that we have around our school to add more enrichment to our 

learning and resume wider school life beyond Covid-19, particularly now that 

restrictions are starting to ease. It will be important that the spring and summer 

months have as many opportunities as are practical to get external speakers in 

and have trips and visits but also arrange opportunities for parent visits and 

tours of the school. We also are looking forward to resumption of a normal 

sports calendar in the near future. These are all really important parts of a 

normal school life and we are keen to have them back.  

Have a lovely week.  

Kind regards 
 
 
Dr R Speller 
Headteacher 
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Spotlight on…National Tutoring 
Programme (NTP)  

It is hard to believe that it was nearly a year ago that school settings were closed 
due to the second wave of the pandemic, and our students were logging on 
daily to access their learning from home. It was a worrying time and we could 
not help but wonder how they would fare returning to their education after so 
much disruption. The truth is, even though our online offer of a full timetable of 
lessons through Teams was very good and unlike what other settings delivered, 
we recognised that it just did not match being in classrooms with our fantastic 
staff.  
 

You may have heard that the government, after the first national closure of 
schools (March 2020), were clear that they wanted to target the young people 
most affected by offering an ambitious tuition scheme (NTP) and the intention 
was to provide additional, targeted support. The belief is that tutoring can 
accelerate pupil progress with some evidence suggesting that small group and 
one-to-one tuition can boost progress by 3 to 5 months per pupil.   
 

What tuition have we delivered to our students at The Abbey School?   
In 2020/21, we used a NTP provider to deliver small group tuition to forty-one 
students during the spring and summer terms in both English and Maths. The 
sessions were successful and gave us a good starting point for a much larger roll 
out in the next academic year.  
 

In 2021/22, we developed three strategies that would span over this academic 
year to support our young people most affected by the pandemic.   
Strategy 1 and 2 commenced this Autumn and we offered:  

 School-Led Tuition in school. Over forty students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
have benefitted thus far from English and Maths tuition in school. 
The group sizes are 3:1, with an Intervention Tutor working with 
three students on a curriculum designed with the Directors of 
Learning for English and Maths.  

 NTP Tuition Partners. We have run fifteen hours of online tuition 
with the DfE approved NTP provider Connex Education and have 
supported twenty students in Years 7, 8 and 9.  

  
Here’s what some of the students receiving the support have to say…  
“After lockdown and being out of school for so long, I felt like I had forgotten lots 
of things in Maths. The Maths tutor has revised some of my gaps and I have also 
learnt new things too.” Derek Olah    
 

“I really feel that I have improved a lot after completing nearly 15 hours with my 
tutor Wendy. She has made me feel more confident in English and she is really 
nice.” Leo Quin   
 

And here are some comments from staff: 
 

Mrs Miles: Numeracy tuition has been running smoothly since December, the 

students have been working on their Number skills. Numbers span across many 

topics that are required for GCSE mathematics. Three students per group means 

that I can assess and target the needs of the students whilst building their skill 

level and confidence in these areas. 

Mrs Brenchley:  Literacy Tuition focuses on teaching reading in small groups to 

those students who need a little extra support. Every two-hour session consists 

of comprehension tasks, group reading and explicit teaching of spelling using 

rules and phonics. I have noticed that students have become more confident 

after just a few sessions. 

 
 What are we doing next?  
As well as continuing with the above, in February we will launch after-school 
tuition in any GCSE subject to students in Year 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14.  
 

This will be delivered by our own teaching and support staff and is in addition to 
the interventions that we already offer.  
 If you are a parent/carer of a student in Year 10-14, you may receive a letter 
over the coming weeks with an offer of tuition for your son or daughter. We ask 
for your support.  
 

If you have any questions about the impact of Covid-19 on your son or 
daughter’s learning or the National Tutoring Programme, please contact 
alebrunn-healey@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk   
 

Upcoming Key Dates 
Year 12 Criminology Day  Tuesday 1st February 
Year 12 Criminology Exam  Thursday 3rd February 
Year 12 Criminology Exam  Friday 4th February 
EKST ‘The Big Chill’ (8 x Y11/12 pupils) Tuesday 8th February 
Year 8 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 9th February 
Y11 H & S Care external exam   Wednesday 9th February 
Y11 ICT external exam  Thursday 10th February 
Half-Term    14th – 18th February 
World Thinking Day (Guides in uniform) Tuesday 22nd February 
‘Positively You’ Workshop for Year 8 Wednesday 23rd February 
World Book Week   28th Feb – 4th March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments (PM) Wednesday 2nd March 
Y11 BTEC Media assessments (AM) Thursday 3rd March 
World Book Day   Thursday 3rd March 
Swale Youth Forum   Wednesday 9th March 
Year 10 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 9th March 
Year 12/13 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 23rd March 
Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening Wednesday 27th April 
Year 7 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 18th May 
Year 9 Tutor Consultation Evening Wednesday 8th June  

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to our Stars of the Week, beginning 24th January 2022. They are: 

 
Georgi 

Dimov 

Y8   

14 House Points 

 

Archie  

Boswell 

Y8 

15 House Points 

 

Dominiks 

Antonovs 

 Y7 

14 House Points 

 

Lacey 

Lewis 

Y8 

14 House Points 

35 
STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 31/01/2022 

Careers Updates 

 
Work Experience Year 10 and Year 12 
 
All parents and students should now have their letters with a self-
arranged form attached. Please be quick in arranging a placement as they 
get filled very quickly! 
 
Dates for Work Experience Week – 11-15th July 2022 
 
If you have any careers-related questions please do send an email to: 
Mr Forrest, Careers Leader – rforrest@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk or  
Mrs Priestley, Careers Support Co-ordinator – 
spriestley@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk  
 
Year 11 Big Interview 
Sadly, this had to be postponed but we are hoping to reschedule for later 
in the year – dates to be confirmed.  
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