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Biology
Something to think about…
What does it mean to be alive? Should we take more action to protect the biodiversity on 
our planet? How far should Biologists go in the manipulation of an organisms genome?

Something to read about…
Keeping up to date with Science in the news:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.nature.com/

Something to watch/listen to…
GCSE AQA Biology:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz5_unScbEGgzm5sAiEvske_lfUEwB5h8&app=
desktop
Podcasts, news and interviews with scientists about recent scientific developments:
https://royalsociety.org/

Business Studies 
Something to think about…
What makes a successful entrepreneur? Should businesses put profit before everything 
else? How does globalisation impact on developing countries around the world? What is 
ethical marketing? What will be the growing industries of the future? How can 
businesses best prepare for future pandemics such as Covid-19?

Something to read about…
Reading the business pages of newspapers is a useful way to find out what 
developments are happening in the commercial world. BBC update their Business 
section regularly https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business so you will always be up to 
date with the latest news. You should choose at least one news article to read and do 
this as often as possible. 

Something to listen to…
There are lots of great business podcasts on the BBC Sound app 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts?q=business including; Business Daily, Business Matters, 
The Bottom Line, Inside Business. This is a great way to gain an understanding of the 
business and wider world around you. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.nature.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz5_unScbEGgzm5sAiEvske_lfUEwB5h8&app=desktop
https://royalsociety.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts?q=business
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Child Development
Something to think about…
Consider how one area of development (physical, intellectual, emotional, social or  
language) can affect another. When children are taking part in physical play, using their 
gross motor skills, how would this affect their social and language development? Watch 
children at play. Identify the different areas of development as they interact and explore 
their environment.

Something to read about…
We study different theories of development in. Read about any of the following 
theorists; Piaget, Chomsky, Bowlby, Bandura, Skinner, Bronfenbrenner. Simply 
Psychology is a good site to use. You will also find videos on You Tube showing some of 
the theories. https://www.learning-theories.com/bronfenbrenners-bioecological-model-
bronfenbrenner.html 

Something to watch…
Children’s growth and development. This documentary looks at a group of children 
from different backgrounds, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aE4e-2MXff8

Chemistry
Something to think about…
Will humans ever be able to synthesise chemicals in the same way nature can? How 
should Chemistry shape the sustainable development of our planet? Will we ever design 
the perfect drug? How would life be different without Chemistry?

Something to read about…
KS4 CGP Chemistry book modules 1 -6
KS5 CGP A-Level Physics, modules 1, 2, 4 and 5
Royal Society of Chemistry; Education website

Something to watch/listen to…
rsc.org/resources-tools/education-resources
RSC ChemNet registration and free membership: 
members.rsc.org/Applogin.asp?AppliedGrade=CHN
My Science GCSE 

https://www.simplypsychology.org/
https://www.learning-theories.com/bronfenbrenners-bioecological-model-bronfenbrenner.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aE4e-2MXff8
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Criminology
Something to think about… 
What makes a crime a crime? Is it because society says it is or because there are some 
things that are just wrong? What makes someone become a criminal? How does the 
Criminal Justice System deal with these criminals? Should punishments be harsher to 
put criminal off reoffending?

Something to read about…
Any newspapers you can read are going to be incredibly helpful, but also consider 
how the crimes are portrayed, is the reader made to feel sorry for the victim, or 
the criminal? Is there any suggestion of how the criminal should be dealt with?

Something to listen to…
There are a loads of podcasts, films , documentaries and television programmes 
out there on the topic of crime and deviance, forensic investigation and prisons. 
You will be surprised at just how many, perhaps consider why this might be?

Dance 
Something to think about…
Who were the pioneers for contemporary dance and what was their contribution in 
taking classicism to post modernism?

Something to read about…
Anything to do with the contemporary dance scene. Classicism to post modernism in 
contemporary dance. Google books will have many articles relating to the evolution of 
contemporary dance. Read articles relating to the contemporary dance scene. Who and 
what influenced change?

Something to watch…
There are many choreographers who we will study at A Level Dance. Matthew Bourne, 
Jasmin Vardimon, Akram Khan and Hofesh Schechter. Watch their work.
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Drama

Something to think about…
A typical trait of expressionism is to present the world from a subjective perspective in a 
distorted or exaggerated way, often linked to inner emotion rather than an external 
reality. What would this look like in theatre?

Something to read about…
Research Sophie Treadwell’s play ‘Machinal’, it’s Broadway premiere is considered one 
of the highpoints of expressionist theatre. This is a play studied for the written 
component within the course. 
https://almeida.co.uk/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&alias=644-
machinal-resource-pack&category_slug=participate&Itemid=133

Something to watch…
Crash course in Theatre - Expressionism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B99H6Ygnzgw

English Literature
Something to think about…
Why do we study literature? How is it significant for our understanding of the world around 
us and the world that has come before? Do you think there will ever be a time when 
Literature is no longer needed or created?

Something to read about…
https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature Look at the range of online exhibitions and 
catalogues the British Library have available. How has literature changed over time? 
Become aware of the evolution of Literature to enhance your understanding about why 
we need it.‘

Something to watch/ listen to…
A variety of theatre performances have been made available for free on YouTube by the 
RSC and National Theatre so try and watch those to understand stage craft and the role of 
theatre. There’s a series of ‘Romantics’ documentaries made by the BBC available online 
on YouTube to support your poetry studies.

https://almeida.co.uk/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&alias=644-machinal-resource-pack&category_slug=participate&Itemid=133
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B99H6Ygnzgw
https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature


6

Finance 
Something to think about…
Imagine you have been given £ 20,000, how would you know where to invest your 
money? What could be the impact of poor decision making and unforeseen 
circumstances on your finances? What are the differences between needs, wants and 
aspirations and how do they affect your individual buying decisions?

Something to read about…
https://www.forbes.com/money/#2f9a75cbc19a Daily updates on international finance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy The latest economic news 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-50732170 ‘My Money’ is a series looking at how 
people spend their money - and the tough decisions they sometimes have to make.

Something to listen to…
https://chartable.com/podcasts/sweathead-with-mark-pollard
Interviews with people in industry unpacking how they think, how they got to where 
they are, and how they think about the world.

Geography
Something to think about…
To what extent does globalisation benefit NEEs and LICs socially and economically? Will 
we ever achieve 100% renewable energy use in the future? What are the immediate and 
long term impacts of predicted sea level rise going to be? How might the coastline of 
Britain look in 1000 years time?

Something to read about…
Prisoners of geography by Tim Marshall; Factfulness: 10 reasons why we're wrong about 
the world, and why things are better than you think by Hans Rosling; The Age of Walls: 
how barriers between nations are changing our world by Tim Marshall; The planet 
remade: how geoengineering could change the world by Oliver Morton

Something to watch/listen to…
https://80dayspodcast.com/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p07f44ck 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaYxQypiAzw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0074mn1/the-blue-planet-8-coasts

https://www.forbes.com/money/#2f9a75cbc19a
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-50732170
https://chartable.com/podcasts/sweathead-with-mark-pollard
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-50974609;%20https:/www.theguardian.com/business/2020/apr/30/covid-19-crisis-demand-fossil-fuels-iea-renewable-electricity
https://80dayspodcast.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p07f44ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaYxQypiAzw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0074mn1/the-blue-planet-8-coasts
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Health & Social Care
Something to think about…
What do you already know about lifespan development? Using the life stages infancy (0-
2), early childhood (3-8) and adolescence (9-18) consider your development so far 
(physical, intellectual, emotional and social). How has it changed through the three life 
stages? How will your development progress through early adulthood (19-45) and later 
adulthood 65+?

Something to read about…
We study different theories of development in. Read about any of the following 
theorists; Piaget, Chomsky, Bowlby, Bandura, Skinner, Bronfenbrenner. Simply 
Psychology is a good site to use. You will also find videos on You Tube showing some of 
the theories. 

Something to watch/listen to…
How important is nature/nurture for children’s development? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD-pZ7LwL4A -Wild Child 
https://www.verywellmind.com/genie-the-story-of-the-wild-child-2795241 - - Genie Wiley

History
Something to think about…
Was the fall of the Weimar Republic inevitable? What was the most important factor in 
the Nazis coming to power? What similarities were there between the Weimar Republic 
and the Federal Republic of Germany?

Something to read about…
Thousands of amazing academic journals can be found at jstor.org
You will be using this website for a lot of your course so it is best to get used to it now. 
Try searching topics around the course e.g. Weimar Germany’s collapse, Nazi terror, 
fascism in Italy, etc.

Something to watch/listen to…
Some of these podcasts on Germany are interesting and relevant: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04dwbwz/episodes/downloads
Excellent Fascist Italy documentary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8xCkNDad1I

https://www.simplypsychology.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD-pZ7LwL4A%20-Wild%20Child
https://www.verywellmind.com/genie-the-story-of-the-wild-child-2795241
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04dwbwz/episodes/downloads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8xCkNDad1I
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ICT
Something to think about…
Should the government be taking the lead on responsible recycling of the old tech? 
Alexa can hear you talking anytime, even from another room. Who is responsible for 
making sure that our privacy is not being invaded? What would a world look like run 
completely using a cashless system such as Bitcoin?

Something to read about…
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/technology The Guardian is a great place to start for 
any IT and tech related stories. 
Homo Deus is the sequel to the amazing book Sapiens by Yuval Noah Harari. The book 
takes a look at the current state of technology and examines our future, sharing a likely 
vision of tomorrow and beyond.

Something to watch/listen to… 
Podcasts: Wired, The Infinite Monkey Cage, Ted Tech (anything with Elon Musk)
YouTube: Cnet, Vsauce, Corridor Crew (Creative film/animation)
TV: The Gadget show, BBC Click or even IT inspired shows like Black Mirror or the IT Crowd

Media Studies 
Something to think about…
Does the media represent (show) all types of people in a fair and balanced way? Why do 
people react differently to different media products? What are the different tools media 
products can use to try and engage their audience and create meaning?

Something to read about…
I recommend a film magazine such as Empire or Total Film. Really though any media 
product will do. Watch a variety of films and TV, play different games, listen to the radio 
etc try and pick different things to what you would normally choose. Different genres 
and themes are important.

Something to watch/listen to…
Find The Media Insider on YouTube and start to watch a few of his Media Theory videos. 
Beyond this there are loads of film-based podcasts that you can choose from or any 
other media-based podcasts.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/technology
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Physics
Something to think about…
Is our universe infinite? If it is already infinite, how can it be getting any bigger? 
And is there really only one?

Something to read about…
KS4 CGP Physics book, modules on Energy, Electricity and Forces
KS5 CGP A-Level Physics, modules on Energy, Electricity and Classical Mechanics
Institute of Physics (IOP) website, pages concerning, Energy, Electricity and Classical
Mechanics

Something to listen to…
There are a variety of podcasts and audiobooks available to listen. Look for 
ones covering Energy, Electricity and Classical Mechanics
The Institute of Physics (IOP)

Psychology 

Something to think about…
What is psychology? Do we do things because of our biology or is because of our 
surroundings? How does our brain store memories? What is normal behaviour?

Something to read about…
Psychology is everywhere. Even COVID-19 will have an impact on psychology 
whether it’s our well-being or conforming to the rules. Be mindful that not 
everything you read especially in a genre called pop-psychology is true, being able 
to work out what is.

Something to watch/listen to…
There are lots of podcasts, TED Talks, films documentaries all about psychology. 
These cover topics such as Psychiatric wards, the history of the brain and 
psychological experiments.
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Sport 
Something to think about…
Is there a limit to human endurance? Will records continue to tumble as time passes, or 
does there become a point at which humans reach a physiological barrier? Do your own 
research and formulate some of your own ideas about what is or is not achievable.

Something to read about…
A worthy read... https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-48527798
"Eliud Kipchoge breaks two-hour marathon mark by 20 seconds" This was an unofficial 
record as he used pace setters, but will it ever be possible in open competition? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/athletics/50025543 
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2019/oct/12/faster-harder-stronger-human-limits-
records-endurance-sport

Something to watch…
.How Fast is a 2 Hour Marathon Pace? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds21U7coQzI 
How Eliud Kipchoge Ran a Sub 2 Hour Marathon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A73HQwEct-o

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-48527798
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/athletics/50025543
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2019/oct/12/faster-harder-stronger-human-limits-records-endurance-sport
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds21U7coQzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A73HQwEct-o

